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Brandenbergers successful skiers on competitive level
By Alise Rudio
Assistant Features Editor

His friends have christened it 
“the Ned Walk”. His long bowleg* 
ged strides, that look as if he is 
cross country skiing without snow, 
are what makes Ned Brandenber- 
ger’s walk unique from the main* 
stream in Hellgate’s halls.

Ned jokes about the way he 
walks too.

“I can’t walk,” he said and 
blames his problem on his big 
thighs. “I have big thighs, everyone 
in our family has big thighs. I ski 
better than I walk.”

Despite Ned’s difficulties with 
walking, it is hard to imagine him 
awkward on skis and the same 
holds true for his brother Seth. 
They might have had some trouble 
skiing when they first learned, but 
that was when they were two or 
three years old. That was sixteen 
years ago and now the Brandenber
gers have turned into aggressive 
and successful skiers on the com
petitive level.

Although both Ned and Seth are 
classified ski racers for the North
ern Division of the United States 
Ski Association, there is one major 
difference. This year Ned has 
switched from downhill racing to 
cross country racing, while Seth 
still competes in downhill.

What makes the Hellgate seniors 
doubly interesting is that they are 
twins. While laughing they said that 
the way to tell them apart is by “ski 
scars and personality.”

Ned and Seth have been compet
ing together in downhill since they 
were in third grade and consistantly 
since the fifth grade. They have 
gone tc a number of camps during 
the summer such as the Northern 
Division Training Camp at the 
United States Training Center in 
Squaw Valley, California.

It was that camp, two years ago, 
that Ned said was part of the rea
son he sitched turned to cross-coun
try competition.

“I saw that if you were an Alpine 
racer and 17,” Ned explained, “and 
not on the Olympic developing 
team or didn’t go to an academy, 
where you ski all year round, you 
were washed up.”

With cross-country, Ned said, it 
takes a long time to get good and

cross country (Nordic) racers com
pete for a long time.

Seth gave a different reason for 
Ned’s switch. “Ned came back 
from an injury last year and found 
he couldn’t complete a course,” 
Seth said, “he used to be a little bit 
faster in the courses than me and 
when he came back, I could beat 
him.”

Last year Ned skied both cross
country and downhill and found 
many reasons to switch. “There are 
no false people in cross country,” 
Ned said, “everybody is them
selves.”

For example, although Ned 
wasn’t in any kind of shape he 
raced anyway and was surprised at 
how different the people were. 
“They didn’t know me, but they 
would be cheering and yelling from 
the sidelines and calling my name.”

Seth describes cross-country 
people as “granolas” and said 
downhill racers were more easy 
going. “Downhillers are very seri
ous, but serious in a different way, 
he said.”

As opposed to downhill Ned said 
that with cross country “you can’t 
get by on talent alone,” Ned said, 
“Talent is about 20% and the rest is 
training.”

After school Ned spends about 
two hours with his newly formed 
cross-country team running and 
then an hour after dinner doing 
strength training.

As of now Seth hasn’t “trained as 
much as I should have” but said 
that he kept in shape during the 
summer while he worked at Glacier 
Park and all he could do during the 
days was to take hikes. Seth also 
unicycled about four hours a week 
which is a way that Ingemar Syen- 
mark trained to improve balance 
and strength.

Although Seth does cross-country 
he says he doesn’t like it very 
much.

“I hate it,” he said. “There’s no 
speed, it’s dull and boring and too 
much work.”

“I like skiing fast,” Seth said.
What sets the two brothers apart 

is their ambition. This year they 
both want to make the Junior Na
tionals but in the long run it is Ned 
who plans to go farther with his ski
ing. While national competition on

the senior level, or even world com
petition and the Olympics are what
Ned calls “a far shot” he also 
thinks he could probably do it.

What it takes is staying in shape 
and training every single day for 
several years. Whether he will 
make it or not, he said, will take at 
least five years to determine.

“What I want to do is go out and 
see who I can catch, see how well I 
can do,” Seth said. “I’m serious but 
I’m not dumb enough to think I’m, 
going to make it.”

“I like competition,” Seth ex
plained further, “and I kind of like 
to get out of school.”

Ned is the better student of the 
two brothers. While he finds it eas
ier to do homework after a work 
out, Seth said that after a good 
physical work out, “you can’t do 
anything else.”

To break up the monotony of 
school, being twins, Ned and Seth 
said that they occasionally switch 
classes with each other. The only 
problem with this is if there is a 
pop quiz.

When people come to one of the 
twins and mistake them for their 
brother, Ned and Seth said that 
they usually go along with it. 
“When people say ‘hi Ned’ to me,” 
Seth said, “I don’t stop and explain 
and sometimes people will start up 
a complete conversation with you 
and they don’t have the slightest 
idea who you are.”

The Brandenbergers said that 
they are not especially close but 
they get along pretty well. Except 
for times when they do stuff to
gether like canoe race. “We argue a 
lot about who is working harder,” 
Ned said.

In the future Ned plans to go to 
school in Bozeman and said that he 
has been told he will receive a 
scholarship for cross-country rac
ing. Seth plans to continue downhill 
racing for a few years and through 
college.

Ski races for Ned and Seth begin 
in January and both seem to feel 
prepared.

Whether or not either of them 
will be successful in the future 
remains to be seen, but just as the 
Brandenberger twins have always 
been skiing, they probably always 
will.
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Ned Brandenberger and coach Bill Recinos prepare for their nightly wor
kout, a run up Mt. Sentinel. Recinos is in his first year coaching Missoula’s 
newly formed cross-country racing team, which works out every night dur- 
ing the week. • -_______—I

Jones selected to 
instruct at track camp

Head track coach Ron Jones 
has been asked to be an instructor 
at the Northwest Foundation of 
Track and Field Development’s 
camp by Ken Foreman, the 1980 
Olympic track coach.

The camp will be held at Seeley 
Lake during the last week of June 
and the first week of July. It is de
signed to help track athletes work 
on their techniques and the fee is 
about $130.

In the Northwest region there are 
two to three Olympic coaches, one 
college coach and one highschool 
coach involved. Although Jones 
does now know how he was se
lected he feels that it a great honor. 
In addition Jones commented that 
he is looking forward to working 
with Olympic coaches so that hope
fully he can bring back some of 
their strategies and techniques to 
apply at Hellgate and benefit the 
team.

Back in Geveland, Ohio a super
intendent and the principal of a 
predomintely black high school de
cided that the basketball team had 
to have at least two white players 
on the varsity team. They felt that 
if they didn’t, it would be consid
ered discrimination against whites.

Usually when a person reads a 
newspaper it’s usually the other 
way around, black people are usu
ally the ones getting discriminated 
against.

Sure discrimination happens all 
the time. But I don’t think it hap

pens too much in sports, and if it 
did the coach of the team should be 
fired, and quickly. But to make a 
rule that at least two white players 
have to be put on a varsity team be
cause of their color and not their 
talent, is dumb.

People of today’s society feel 
that a person should get a job or 
play on a sport, because he or she is 
qualified to do the job and do it 
right. I also feel that our society is 
very conservative and the fact that 
a coach would discriminate a per
son or player because of their color

is just unheard of.
I just feel sorry for that team 

back in Ohio that had to cut two 
qualified black players because the 
school administration felt that the 
people might consider the school’s 
action as discrimination.

I also think that the school and 
the administration should recon
sider what they have done and let 
the boys that make the team be the 
ones to deserve it because of their 
ability and not because of their 
color.
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issue's top teen is an outstanding Hellgate athlete. He has been a three sport letterman since his 
dike was an all conference honorable mention runningback in football, state vault champ in gymnas 
i pole vault champ in track his junior year. He is currently the number
nan in the U.S. in the AAU age group. This year he made the all con- 
i all state runningback, defensive back, and punter. His interests in
water skiing, criminology and sociology. Miki
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