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Preparing for a holocaust is lunacy 
Most people have put the threat of nu

clear war out of their minds, primarily be
cause they consider it too unrealistic, too 
distant, or too unpleasant to give any 
thought. On the part of millions of people in 
America and all over the world, this is a 
grave mistake. We cannot afford to ignore 
this situation. As members of a generation 
capable of obliterating ourselves and all life 
along with us, we need to give this much 
consideration and realize our obligation to 
speak out against the existence and further 
production of nuclear arms. 

The present concept of nuclear war is 
not jUst a futuristic nightmare created by a 
few paranoids. It is our government's mili
tary we have to thank for the atom and 
hydrogen bombs, and it is they who con
struct the apocalyptic scenarios of atomic 
warfare with the Soviet Union. In fact, such 
a confrontation is one that many experts feel 
is inevitable before the close of the century. 

That, as world political tensions in
crease, and the U.S.-Soviet arms race con-

. tinues, and we are drawn closer to that 
frightening possibility, should be of .deep 
concern to all of us. More disturbing is Ron
ald Reagan's pledge to spend even more of 
the federal budget on defense. This is the 
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most frustrating aspect of the arms race and 
points out the greatest injustice: our govern
ment pours billions of taxpayer's dollars into 
the production of weapons whose only pur- · 
pose is mass murder, and many human 
needs go unmet. Millions starve, the poor 
become poorer, the elderly freeze, while the 
U.S.'s nuclear weapons increases its deadli
ness. Surely preparing ourselves for the ulti
mate holocaust is the most shameful and pa
thetic waste of human energies imaginable. 
It must stop. 

Everyone of our lives is affected. On the 
plains of central Montana, scattered over an 
area surrounding Great Falls, are 200 Min
uteman missiles each equipped with hydro
gen warheads capable of massive destruc
tion. They are each 'aimed' at points on the 
Asian continent, making Montana's missile 
field one of the Soviet's biggest prime nu
clear targets. Billings, Butte, Glasgow, and 
Anaconda are also targets. And Missoula. 
Somewhere on the barren plains of Eastern 
Siberia there are, in all probability, Soviet 
missiles capable of equal destruction intend
ed for these cities, including one which 
would eliminate all life in this valley and for 
miles around. 

This country now turns out about three 
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nuclear warheads a day. Nuclear technology 
increases by leaps and bounds every few 
years, as the military constantly strives for 
"quality over quantity"; Seeking more 
deadly bombs rather than just more. The de
fense budget is increased every year provid
ing more money for nuclear arms. In this' 
way, the U.S. has assembled a gigantic arse
nal of arms. 

There is also the matter of proliferation, 
the "spreading" to other nations of nuclear 
capabilities. The more countries that possess 
the bomb the more dangerous it becomes. 
Proliferation is extremely difficult to pre
vent primarily because it coincides with the 
spread of nuclear reactor technology. Reac
tors produce weapons-grade plutoniium, ma
terial suitable for use in arms production. As 
more nations obtain nuclear reactors the 
chance they will be able to build their own 
weapons increases. 

Condoning this entire situation, which 
can only be described as lunacy, is a danger
ous mistake, and unless the millions who are 
opposed to it in their minds speak out 
against it and make their voices heard, 
apathy may allow for the realization of a 
"nuclear nightmare." 

Steve Dehner 

• A 
Nuclear weapons filcilldes: Manufacture Uranium mining/milling 
Deployment (Air Force bases, ICBM fields, submarine, carrier 
bases 
Nuclear Targets: Areas subject to direct nuclear attack during a 
nuclear war (either blast, bear or initial radiation) 

We would also like to point out 
that may of us hold down jobs after 
school. This makes it impossible for 
many of us with a little spirit to at
tend your proposed after school as
semblies, not to mention the fact 
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that most of the teachers and fac-

e erS;...· ----------------------------' ulty have better things to do after 
school than babysit us children and 

·Burn less 

To the Editor: 
Although it may save energy, 

woodburning causes smoke which 
makes people sick. Let's give each 
other a Christmas present. Put your 
sweater on and put your fire out 
December 23, 24, and 25. 

Halden Field 
Junior 

Assembly needed 
To the Editor: 

After reading Debbie Scherer's 
article about the pep assembly in 
the cafeteria in the last issue of the 
Lance we began to wonder if this 
lack ·of school spirit is widespread. 

We can't speak for any one else, , 
but we feel the assembly was a 
much needed cbarige of pace. We 
find n_othing wreftg. with' injecting a 
bit of spirit i.n_to the people that 

make Hellgate such a great place to 
get an education. 
. As for classifying us all as "child
·ren" we're sure we're not the only 
ones who finds that just a little bit 
insulting. If cheering for our basket
ball or football team is childish, 
then maybe we need a bit more 
childishness around here. We real
ize that school spirit has it's limits . 
but.~e don't feel that. -we have yet 
t'e!!-Ched the point where-we-need to 
~i!t.·restrictions on '01lf spirit: 

listen to our mundane noise. 
In short, Miss Scherer, if the 

mundane noise and the even worse 
lunches do not appeaf to you and 
your school spirit left you last time 
you made a trip to the little girls' 
room, why don't you go to ... Sen
tinel. 

Kim Clark 
Junior 

Paula Green 
Junior 

I certify that the statements 
made by me above are correct and 
complete. 

(signed) 
Marie Megaard, business manager 

(signed) 
Rene Pisel, managing editor 


