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New missiles deter Soviets 
by Julie Burk 
Columnist 

Spending to improve the ae
fense capability of the United States 
will soar in the next few years. At a 
minimum, the price tag on the kind 
of defense program that is neces
sary to counter the steady build-up 
of military forces by the Soviets is 
one trillion dollars between now 
and 1985. For that investment, the 
United States will get more man
power and weaponry. It will add 
conventional weapons at a faster 
rate and improve strategic nuclear 
retaliatory power. In addition, it 
will develop and produce a whole 
new generation of tactical missiles 
capable of changing the nature of 
warfare. 

The skeptics are worried about 
the huge costs of the new weaponry 
that can be met only if the switch 
to tactical missiles makes some of 
the older, conventional equipment 
unnecessary. Historically, one of 
the great failings of the mi!i~ 
leadership has been an unwilling· 
ness to give up the familiar even 

when the unfamiliar is better. 
These skeptics should realize how 
important these new missiles are. 

Fired from air, sea or land, the 
new missiles should be able to spot 
and distinguish. among targets with 
near-human perception, tracking 
them with speed and maneuverabl
ity from which there will be no es
cape, and destroying them with 
deadly, one-shot accuracy. 

Furthermore, given their ad
vanced, imaging-infrared or milli
meter wave sensors and the super
swiftness of their translating signals 
into steering instructions, they will 
free their firing platforms of the 
need to assist them with radars or 
other sighting mechanisms, as is 
now necessary. Thus their nick
name- "fire-and-forget weapons." 

Moreover, everyone must cooper
ate to accelerate development of 
new tactical missiles. 

Finally, the Pentagon has admit
ted that we are inferior to the 
Soviets and military leaders are 
frantic. They now realize that the 
rapid buildup of Soviet ships, air
crafts, tanks and other major 

weapon systems is frightening . The 
once decisive U.S. edge in strategic 
weapons is no great threat against 
Soviet moves in the middle East or 
Europe, defense officials believe. 
Over the last ten years the Rus
sians' weapons purchases exceeded 
those of the United States by $240 .. 
billion in 1981. 
· Advocates of swifter transforma
tion of technology into weapons, 
and of faster production of such 
weapons, worry about the impact 
on the Soviet Union if the United 
States continues to rely on small 
numbers of rapidly aging weapon 
systems. That can only - and per
haps already has been - a surefire 
way of inviting Soviet military ad
venturism, they say. 

The U.S. must become militarily 
superior in order to let the Soviets 
know that they can't take over the 
wor\d and force everyone into be
coming Communist nations. Or at 
least, as former Pefense Secretary 
James R. Schlesinger warns, "our 
forces must be perceived by the 
Soviets to be growing more fear
some." 

Lennon is dead - ·big deal 
By Steve Albini 
Alumnus 

I was on the dance floor of the 
UM Ballroom, during last week's 
inappropriately named "New Wave 
Festival" . I had just finished danc
ing to a band called The Time, a 
bunch of costumed cretins, doing 
what was probably the world 's 
worst rendition of a Ramones song, 
" Blitzkrieg Bop" . 

Since I'd stepped off the plane 
from Chicago two hours earlier, I 
had spend most of my time render
ing my brain inoperable, dancing 
my spindly little legs off and 
screaming " Take off your ties!" 
and "Stop being so cute! " at the 
Time. 

Guest columnist 

I was very nearly in a good 
mood. 

That hadn't happened since I quit 
high school last year and told Cor
rell I thought he was an escapee cir
cus geek. 

Just then Steve Dehner, editorial 
page editor for the Lance and noto
rious hippie, who I had been po
litely tolerating all evening, grabbed 
the sleeve of my "Sid Vicious was 
framed" shirt and said, " Uh, hey, 
Steve, man, like, uh, would you, uh, 
like, uh, write something, like for 
this issue of the Lance, like?" 

My mind couldn't quite grasp it 
all at once. I turned to Steve and 
said, "Slowly, Dehner, with fewer 
syllables. Try again." 

" Wanna write something for this 
issue of the Lance?" 

" Duh?" I remarked cleverly. 
" No, rilly, Steve, it'll go over big. 

Rilly." 
" Dehner," I said, "Nobody will 

care. I not even a student any 
more." 

"Sure they care! You still get 
hate mail and you haven't set foot 
in Hellgate for almost a year." 

He convinced me. Since then, 
I've found out he'll get anybody to 
write something, just to fill out his 
page. Here, then, is my obligatory 
column, whether you care or not. 

••• 
John Lennon Is Dead And 

I Don't Really Mind 
Okay, so John Lennon is dead. 

Big deal. Okay, so he was part of 
the Beatles. Big Deal. That's no 
reason to make him a saint. His 
death may actually be a good thing. 

That's not as cruel as it sounds. 
For John Lennon, his death was 

a godsend, if you'll pardon the pun. 
His new album was about to get a 
critical drubbing and it hadn't been 
selling as well as had been ex
pected. (For good reason: it's dog 
doo.) After his death, album sales 
went "pwango! " and he has a big 
hit. 

His wife, noted ninny Yoko Ono, 
in one of her most sappy moments, 
said she would like the whole world 
to remain silent for ten minutes to 
mourn Lennon's death. Phoo. 

Mourning for anyone, even a 40-
year old ex-popstar, can't possibly 
do any good. It would only make 
people depressed. It would be more 
fitting to drink a bottle of wine and 
listen . to "She Loves You" real 
loud. 

If nothing else, Lennon's death 
has forced us, through tortuous 
radio repetition, to reevaluate the 
Beatles~ music objectively. In the 
cold light of neutrality, we can see 
the reasons the Beatles were so uni
versally popular. 

The Beatles' songs, with the 
possible exceptions of " Revolution" 
and " The Ballad of John and 
Yoko", were absolutely nothing. 

The Beatles' lyrics were almost 
totally insubstantial, the instru
mentation was innocuous, the voc
als were distinctive and the produc
tion was experimental. Because the 
Beatles' music was so vacant, 
people could read whatever they 
want into it. 

It became less important who 
was singing or playing or what they 
were singing or playing than it was 
what could be read into the music. 
We could make the Beatles into 
whatever we wanted. 

That also indicates the sorry state 
we were in - that we had to pro
ject our little trials and petty an
guish onto a pop group. 

Ultimately, the Beatles made 
very good background music ; little 
more than Muzack for the flower 
generation. 

••• 
Why do 90 percent of all the girls 

at Hellgate wear almost identical 
clothes and hairstyles? Anybody 
with an answer give me a call. With 
your help, we can stamp out con
formity in our time. 

Editor's Note: Steve Albini, a 1980 
graduate of Hellgate, attends 
Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Dllnois. 

Lett,rs-----------------------------------------------------
Ban handguns 
To the Editor: 

John Lennon, one of the great
est creators of heart touching 
music, was shot four times from a 
.38 caliber concealable gun. 

Because of the recent deaths of 
Lennon and Dr. Halberstam, the 
criminal use of handguns must end. 
Handguns are the root of much evil 
for they provide a quick, easy and 
efficient way to dispose of anyone's 
life. Whether it arises from criminal 
behavior, seU-defense, suicide or 
accident; 22,000 people will die this 
year under the firing of a handgun. 

At the present rate of 2.5 million 
new handguns being made each 
year, 100 million will be in circula
tion by the end of the century. One 
out of every three people will have 
a handgun. There will be a war at 
home. 

In England, few guns exist and, 
ironically, police usually do not 
carry them. If no handgun abuse 
arose in America, haH of the mur-

dered people would more than 
likely have survived the 21,456 
handgun-related deaths last year, 
822 in New York City alone. 

Too many handguns are too easy 
to obtain. In many southern states, 

· no more than a driver's license is 
required to purchase a handgun. 
The illegal market is tremendous : 
out-of-state purchases, purchases 
without authenticity, stolen hand
guns from legal owners. Also, there 
is no limit on the number of guns 
that may be bought or sold. 

Solutions to this war at home in
cludes a ban on the manufacturing 
and sale of all guns ; a meltdown of 
all remaining handguns in stores ; a 
limited number of guns one can 
own; stricter baggage investigations 
at airports and customs. There 
should be mandatory sentence!! 
with no plea bargaining in handgun
related crimes. 

During the time the Framers 
constructed the second ammend
ment few guns existed. There 
hardly was a problem, so very few 
existed. To secure the blessings of 
liberty, in this day and age, far sur-

passes the right to keep and bear 
arms. Now is the time for handgun 
control. 

Chris Autio 
Senior 

Dream is over 
To the Editor: 

On December 8, a great trag
edy, which I believe to be the worst 
tragedy in my lifetime, occured. It 
was the senseless murder of John 
Lennon. It seemed unbelievable to 
me that a man who spent so much 
time fighting for peace would be 
robbed of his life in such a violent, 
sickening and shameless way. John 
Lennon became an important part 
of my life when I discovered the 
beauty and power of his music last 
summer. I had immediately fallen 
in love with the sound. It helped 
me through some difficult times. 
John Lennon lastly became my idol 
and I w.orshi~ped him in_a way. I 
waited.months for the release of. .ttn.::: 
album wlli<:h was to conitn)ut i<fmi"-

Finally it came out and I bought 
the single "Just Like Starting Over" 
before I even heard it. 

At 9:50p.m. on Monday, Dec. 8 I 
was told that John Lennon had 
been shot and killed. I was totally 
devastated. My saviour, my hero 
had been brutally murdered by a 
man with a "smirk" on his face. "A 
regular screwball" they claimed. 
The British blame us Americans 
and I agree. America has the largest 
group of hypocrites around. Most of 
these hyprocrites are politicians 
such as Ronald Reagan. Reagan 
claimed that Lennon's death shows 
that something must be done about 
gun-related deaths but gun control 
is not the answer. What a jackass! 
In America there are 10,000 gun-re
lated deaths a year (not counting 
accidents) . In England there are 25. 
One claim from anti-gun control hy
pocrites is that constitutional rights 
would be threatened. Guns are 
made to kill and I, for one, don't 
give a damn- }Vhat constitutional 
tagh~ a~ threaten~ in this situa
tioJ1. 

After I learned of John Lennon's 
death I spent the whole night listen
ing to the news trying to convin~e 
my mind that he was dead and lis
. tening to tributes on the radio. I 
felt I owed him that much. I only 
wish it had been possible to be in 
New York with all his other devot
red fans. Instead I stayed at home 
and mourned his death the next day 
to show my respect. Nothing really 
matters anymore to me. What does 
matter is that John Lennon is dead. 
The dream is over. Mark David 
Chapman will plead insantiy. Even
tually he will be released into so
ciety again. That is how the system 
in America works. There will also 
be no chance of gun control be
cause America is "the eternal land 
of meaningless crime." John Len
non's death is our shame. Imagine. 
John, jai guru deva om, nothing's 
going to change my world. 

Candi Taylor 
Junior 


