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John Lennon is dead. Unless you 
live in a cave (cliches- yuk!); you 
already know that. Everyone real
izes that we have lost not only a 
·great musician but a great man as 
well; so, much as I'd like to, I 
.won't discuss that any further. 

His manner of death, however, 
brings up an intereSting question: 
What if Mark David Chapman had 
been unable to obtain a gun? · 

The issue of gun control has been 
botly debated for quite a few years 
oow - and I think it is aJx>ut time 
that -the argument was resolved. On 
the left, we hilve those in favor of 
gun control, and on the right, those 
opposed. I think that Mr. Chapman 
bas made it perfectly clear which 
side is "in the ~t" .. 

Those opposed to gun control say 
that we already have too much gov
ernment in our lives (a -clever turn 
of phrase intended to attract the 

'left wing). They say that we have a 
right to protect ourselves and those 
we love (never mind the number of 
people killed when their own guns 
were turned against them by an 
otherwise unarmed. intruder). 

Now, thai all sounds just dandy, 
but let's look at the other side of 
the issue. Just what is so difficult 
about learning how to use a gun be
fore you are allowed to own one? 
And, is it really too much trouble to 
have. your gun licensed and regis-

tered? Nobody rants and raves 
about having their automobiles reg
istered or about obtaining a license 
to hook a fish; but w~en it comes to 

a lethal weapon With the potential 
to kill - well, that's another matter 
completely. 

I chOse Lennon as an example be
cause his murder was so recent and · 
had such a powerful impact on me, 
however, there are many others; 
John Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, 
and Martin Luther King. All, like 
Lennon, were brutally murdered by 
lunatics wielding guns they bad ob
tained with no more trouble or time 
(and only slightly more expense) 
than it takes to buy a pack of gum. 

The public figures, of course, al
ways come to 'mind first, but there 
are countless lliousands of peopl_e 
murdered every year and the vi~ 
lent crime rate continues to climb. 
Stricter gun control laws alone will 
not eliminate the problem, but they 
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would certainly help. After all, how 
can a sniper go on a spree if he 
can't get a gun? 

A well-enforced gun control law 

may mean a little eXtra trouble for 
those who want to own guns, but 
isn't the peace of mind worth it? If 
you have nothing to hi'de, than why 
worry? If you do, then I, for one, 
will be glad that you won't have a 
gun in your possession. 

Perhaps I have overstated my 
case. But, to think that John Len
non would probably be alive today 
were there a decent gun control law 
- well, its just too much to take. 
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Students out of class 
for being out of class 
By Kirstin Miller 
Assistant News Editor 

As· it is now, the in-school sus
pension program is a somewhat 
seH-defeating one. Students skip 
class for one reason; they do not 
feel like showing up. Ironically, the 
administration turns around and 
punishes habitual skippers by 
removing them from even more 
classes. 

In previous years students skip
ped for different reasons than they 
do now. Last year, with more free 
time and the nine-period day, many 
found it convenient to leave during 
a free period and end up taking the 
rest of the day off as well. This year 
with the reduced six-period sched
ule there is virtually no free time; 
·consequently, students skip because 
they do not like or want to be in 
that particular class. 

After three unexcused absences, 
offenders are given one day of in-

school suspension. They are ex
cused from a11 of their c1asses anc1 

· their teachers must let them make 
up everything they missed. To 
many, snoozing in tl)e cafeteria for 
a day sounds like one heck of a 
great vacation. What's there to 
lose? 
- Then look at it from a teacher's 
point of view. When Joe student 
skips a class, that teacher is ~ 
sponsible for catching him up to the 
rest of the group. This can take 
away time the teacher needs to pre
pare for students that show up 
every day. 

Why not make students pay for 
their misconduct on their own 
time? No one wants to hang around 
after regular hours; it might make a 
potential offender think tWice be
fored~dingtocutclass.~
school suspension is a more logical 
form of punishment then the 
present system which reprimands 
someone who cuts class by cutting 
them out of more classes. 

Tropical Foliage Specialists 
• Sales • Design 
• Leasing • Maintenance 

111£ f.IUO'H "lU\, 
109 West Front Uptown 

549-2028 

Season 
Greetings 

from -
The 

·Memory 
Ban e' 
140 East Broadway 

728-5780 


