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Editorials _________________ _ 
Finals anxiety avoidable; coverage bungled . 

Final exams are given next week, mak
ing it a time of great pressure and anxiety 
for many students. It seems the worry 
caused by testing is due to lack of confi
dence on the part of students. They fear 
they don't kno¥r the material that they're 
being . tested on well enough to do well on 
the tests. Many, even the best students, 
wait until finals week before studying ex
tensively. They "cram" for tests the night 
before ar even during free periods. And so, 
it has become more important to know the 
material to pass the finals , than to know the 
material, period. Some say they do not re
tain knowledge longer -than they need it -
after the tests. Of course, all they're taught 
does not just disappear, but in the long run 
they're liable to learn much less than if 
they attempted to retain everything as they 
learned it during the quarter. 

foreign language, it is very difficult to keep 
up when certain material is forgotten after 
exams. Most realize the mistake but find it 
easier to remember only what interests 
them, what they consider important, and 
what they should know for the tests. 

Bowl blunder 
On New Years day, during CBS's televi

sion coverage of the Cotton Bowl parade in 
Dallas, Texas, the network took a 90 second 
station break - just as Missoula's own 
MCHS Marching band was going past the 
television cameras. Many Missoulians were 
outraged at the blunder and complained di
rectly to CBS. Their anger at being unable 
to view the band on TV is understandable, 
however, it should be realized that nothing 
can be done about it now, no matter what 
is said. What really matters is that the band 
was able to go to Dallas and march in the 
parade and enjoy the trip. Agreed, it must 
have been frustrating for the re).atives and 
friends hoping to watch the band perform 
on national television, but knowing that the 
band did well and had fun doing it is the 
important thing. 

Since this is easiest, they continue to 
cram for tests and just get by. The problem 
arises when unretained knowledge becomes 
necessary and continues to be necessary 
long after its first learned. This is often the 
case in foreign language classes. 

In such courses as math, history, and 

Learning as we know it is a continual 
process that is only made more difficult 
when final exams are regarded as nothing 
more than ordeals. It is best to retain as 
much knowledge when it is given and not 
the night before the "big test". It makes it 
easier in the long run and saves unneces-· 
sary hassle for the student. Steve Dehner 

As a service to the readers of this 
column (and also because I couldn't 
think of anything else to write 
about), I have decided to compile ·a 
list of various and asundry observa
tions which I have made over the 
years . These observations are 
merely a recounting of certain phe
nomena which seem to be found 
wherever I go; and are not intended 
to be in any way judgemental or li
belous. Having now made clear my 
position : 

Have you ever noticed that the 
week after Christmas vacation, ev
eryone at school is wearing new 
clothes? For some people, this is 
nothing more than a new cowboy 
hat or a pair of shoes, for others, 
it's a whole new wardrobe. But it 
seems that almost everybody has 
got something new. It's so uncanny, 
it's almost unbelievable. I mean, a 
guy who has been wearing the same 
shirt for the past three months will 
suddenly show up wearing a new 
one the day after vacation ends. 
Amazing! 

Have you ever noticed that every
body who's anybody sits in the back 
of the bus? This Back-Qf-the-Bus
Mystique has been around as long 
as school buses themselves, and 
maybe even longer (Perhaps there 
was a Back-of-the-Stage Coach
Mystique?). Wbat I can't fathom is 
just what is the difference between 
the back of the bus and the front of 
the bus? About 15 feet, I'd say. Oh 
well, the Back-Qf-the-Bus-Mystique 
is one which has been with us for a 
long time, and who am I to try and 
destroy it? 

Have you ever noticed that these 
same people who insist on sitting in 
the back of the bus also try their 
damndest to be the first ones off of 
the bus? They're up and out of their 
chairs, running down the aisle be
fore the bus has even come to a 
stop. If they get stuck behind some
one, they push and shove all the 
way to the front of the bus. Now, 
come on, you can't have it and your 
cake, too (or is it : "you can't eat 
your cake both ways."?). If you 

want to sit in the back of the bus
you get off last; if you want to get 
off first - you sit in the front of the 
bus. Of course, I suppose they could 
put the doors in the back of the 
bus. 

Have you ever noticed that, gripe 
as they may about the food, people 
continue to eat in school cafeterias? 
I have three theories which may ex
plain this phenomenan: 

1) These people don't lik~ the 
food , but they eat it anyway be
cause it is the "thing to do" . 

2) They do like the food (???), but 
say they don't because it is the 
" thing to do". 

3) They are all closet masochists: 
Come on, if you really hate the 

food that much, and you can't af- . 
ford to go out for lunch everyday, 
then there's no shame in bringing 
your lunch. 

(And now for a seasonal touch.) 
Have you ever noticed that 

people make the same New Year's 
resolutions every year, and that no
body ever keeps them? "I'm gonna 
stop smoking (drinking, what
ever).", " I'm gonna start doing my 
homework.", " I'm gonna improve 
my grades.", and so on, and so on. 
Yah, sure, Right. You know, I won
der what kinds of resolutions 
people would come up with next 
year if they fmally kept all their old 
standbys this year? (I'm gonna cut 
my toenails every week.", "I'm 
gonna . .. "). 

••• 
Hey, "boils and gerks", if you're 

a John Lennon fan (or even if 
you're not), and your looking for 
some good reading - get yourself a 
copy of "ln.His Own Write" and "A 
Spaniard in the Works". Both were 
written by Lennon during the early 
stages of his Beatie career. The 
books have been re-published, for 
the first time in 15 years, by the 
New American Library and can be 
found in local bookstores. With all 
the John Lennon "merchandise" 
being put out to exploit his death, 
this is the one item of memorabilia 
worth having and a bargain at $2.95. 

WE BACKE.D OUR BANDS, 
NOW IF WE COULD ONLY 

·FIND THEM ..•• 

, 

LETTERS-------------------

Albini unwelcome 
To tbe Editor: 

How could you print the article 
"Lennon is dead - Big Deal" by 
that ignorant moron, Steve Albini? 
It was a cruel and misinfonned at
tack on the death of a great man. 
Steve -says that mourning for 
anyone makes people depressed -
and his article didn't!!! I don't 
think Steve understands that John 
Lennon wasn't just music. He 
represented hope for many in the 
past two decades. John stood for 
peace. He said, "Look, I don't have 
my s-t together yet, but why can't 
we give it a try, just give it a try." 
He was talking about peace. H the 
world leaders would just try it for 
one week, kind of like those drives 

to quit smoking, maybe something 
good would happen, but we'll never 
know, nobody has tried. Lennon 
was a man who wanted to have a 
good life and he set examples for 
many, that is why he has so many 
mourners. Not only because of his 
music and anyone who has musical 
taste such as Steve Albini's 
wouldn't know good stuff if they 
heard it. Lets see you think on 
something a little more before you 
put your foot in your mouth, Steve. 
Maybe you've been drinking too 
much wine and you put on some 
Devo instead of "She Loves You." 

Since I am a student at Hellgate, 
and the Lance is written for stu
dents, I find Steve Albini an unwel
come guest columnist! 

Naomi Foltz 
SeDior 
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