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·Editorials 
Sagebrush Rebellion u naffordable 

• 
Montana's Sagebrush Rebellion bill, 

which entails the giving of federally owned 
lands back to the state, seems like a good 
idea at first glance; but a closer look 
revealS a major flaw in the bill which 
should be taken into consideration. 

such as the Rattlesnake Wilderness, will be 
lost. 

grazing land is between $8 and $10 per aum. 

Should this bill pass, it would mean 
placing a heavy tax increase on citizens of 
the state in order to maintain the lands. 
This would come in the form of either a 40 
percent increase in individual income tax or 
a tw~ent sales tax; and even with these 
extra funds it is highly unlikely that the 
state would be able to maintain the lands. 

The state would also claim ·au national 
wildlife areas larger than 400,000 acres. 
When these things are taken into considera
tion, it becomes apparent just what stands 
to be lost. The problem with the bill is that should 

the state gain these lands, it will not have 
the funds necessary for their upkeep. Even
tually, the land will have to be sold to pri
vate citizens. 

This may not seem like such a tragedy 
until one considers that the land in question 
under the proposed bill includes all wilder
ness areas designated after Dec. 31, 1976. 
This means that local wilderness areas, 

·Cattlemen are the biggest proponents of 
the Sagebrush Rebellion bill. They feel that 
it would provide them with less expensive 
grazing lands. This, however, is a fallacy. 
Ranchers currently pay the federal govern
ment $2 per aum (animal unit month, the 
amount of forage needed to feed one cow 
for one month) for the use of land for graz
ing. The cost for the use of privately owned 

While turning over federal lands to the 
state may be a good idea, it is clearly one 
who's time has not yet come. After all, 
what good is this land to the state if it can
not afford to keep it. 

I'm going to talk about Christ
mas. I know it's long past and 
most people have put it out of 
their minds but, well, I'm a nos
talgic kind of guy and now that 
Raygun is prez (No, it wasn' t 
just a bad dream they actually 
swore the guy in.) I'd like to re
call as much as I -can of the 
Good to Mediocre Ole Days be
fore Jan. 20. Well, OK, one good 
thing has happened since Ron 
took office. The 52 hostages 
were released .- but they, all 
died in a plane wreck in the Alps 
so that doesn't ~ount. (The ones 
on TV are all cleveMmposters -
It's all a CIA hoax. Giraldo 
oughta be onto this one in no 
time.) 

Hey, as long as we're on the 
subject of Raygun - What's the 
deal with Nancy anyway, huh? Is 
she a labotomy case or what? 
There ought to be a law against 
someone having such stupid ex
pressions on their face all the 
time. And another thing, did 
anyone see that painfully dis
gusting "All-Star Inaugral Gala" 
last week? (gag-choke-retch
heave-barf-vomit-gargle-puke!) 
And you can quote me on that. 
OK, to begin with, this show had 
Bob Hope on it. Now any show 
that would have Bob Hope on it 
is bad enough, b_ut when you in
clude Ethel Merman and Donnie 
& Marie Osmond, we're talking 
bottom-of-the-dung heap. But 
wait, there is more. Now, I've 
never believed in capital punish
ment, but when I witnessed 
Donnie Osmond singing "Ronnie 
B. Goode" (a blasphemous 
rendition of a Chuch Berry clas
sic) I seriously reconsidered. As 
he mercilessly croaked the twist
ed lyrics (Go, Ronnie, Go Go 
Go!), I saw visions of cute little 
Donnie dangling by his ankles 
only inches from a vat of molten 
lead. and small -pieces of shar-. . . ·-

pened bamboo forced under his 
fingernails. It was delightful. It 
really was. -

Well, now that I'm back into 
the proper Christmas spirit, on 
with the Christmas bit. Say, I 
was just thinking, as long as 
we're on the subject of the presi
dent (well, we weren't, but let's 
suppose we were) , I'd like to say 
a couple of words about Jimmy 
Carter. He wasn't ... 

On second thought, I'd like to 
say more than a couple of words 
about him. He wasn't such a bad 
president. In fact, there were a 
lot of fun times during his term. 
Like the time he made that com
ment about Montezuma's Re
venge to the Presidante of Me
jico, or the time his hemorrhoids 
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made front-page news. Times 
don't get much funner than that, 
boy. And, oh yes, who can forget 
the· killer rabbit? You have to 
admit, hearing about Jimmy get
ting attacked by a viscious, man
eating bunny while _ fishing in 
Georgia was damn entertaining. 
Somebody must have got the 
idea from Day of the Dolphin. 
Oh, I'm sure wild animals would 
attack B.on Raygun if given the 
chance but it wouldn't be the 
same, because they'd pr.,bably 
end up as a rug in the Oval Of
fice or a part of Nancy's, ward
robe. Oh well. 

I think I am going to bag the 
Christmas idea. It was good, but 
it'll have to wait 'till next issue. 

Actually, Raygun's gonna 
make a great president. He 
really is. To begin with the guy's 
brilliant - he has to be. Us fee
ble minded little folk see the na
tion's present problems as too 
vast and complex to be com
pletely solved by one man in 
four years. But Ron knows bet
ter. His intellect is of such great 
proportions that problems like 
the economy and foreign affairs 
seem simple and the solutions 
easy. 

: 

Debbie Scherer 

Haig nomination 
inappropriate 
By Tate Jones 

The nomination of former 
General Alexander Haig to be 
Secretary of State is, respectfully 
disagreeing with Julie Burk in 
the Jan. 14 Lance, both inap
propriate and unbefitting of the 
Reagan Administration. I would 
like to discuss this in two areas : 
Haig's qualifications and his past 
governmental experience. 

As to Haig's qualifications, 
granted, his experience as NATO 
commander does give him a 
unique insight into European af
fairs. But today, and likely for 
rest of the century, the foreign 

on's Chief-of-Staff should be an 
issue. He tried several times to 
stifle the Cox and Jaworski in
vestigations and, previous to the 
scandal, when asked by an aide 
about some possibly illegal, 
Nixon-ordered wire-taps, simply 
responded "obey your Com
mander-in-Chief." 

That is precisely Haig's trou
ble. When career military men 
join the civilian sector of the 
government, they tend to think 

· in terms such "chain-of-com
mand" or "orders from the 
top", viewing government as 
just another battlefield to be 

Guest Columnist 
policy battleground has shifted 
mostly to the underdeveloped 
nations, or Third World. Count
less coups, bush wars, assasina
tions, and power shifts occur in 
this area yearly; it is truly a 
global version of the Wild West. 
~ere will be decided the major 
Issues of Mideast stability, the 
South Mrican racial conflict, and 
nuclear proliferation. The real 
focus of the superpower's con
flict, raw materials such as oil 
and strategic metals, is here 
also. Europe has become the 
backyard of world diplomacy; it 
runs itseH. 

Yet nothing in Haig's resume 
gives him any credentials to deal 
with this . area. Moreover, he 
would of course follow the only 
stated Reagan policy for the 
Third World, which is to get 
strongly behind every local dic
tator and help him crush all left
ist opposition. We all saw hOw 
well this worked in Iran and Ni
curagua. Assigning someone 
such ·as Haig, with only Euro
pean experience, to handle the 
Third World is somewhat like 
concel)trating the entire Mis
soula Police Department on 
Evans A venue on a Saturday 
night, while leaving Higgins Ave
nue wide open. 

Dealing with Haig's past gov
ernmental experience, his 
Watergate role as Richard Nix-

-won, rather than a legally 
restricted OOdy sworn to uphold 
civil liberties. We should ask 
ourselves if a person with Haig's 
ethics really belongs in govern
ment at all. 

There were several other 
qualified Republicans that Rea
gan could have chosen for this 
post. David Rockefeller's Chase 
Manhattan Bank has financed 
many Third World development 
projects; Senator Charles Percy 
has been the ranking Republican 
on the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee for many years. 
Henry Kissinger might have 
been tapped again, or one of his 
deputies, Helmut Sonnenfeldt or 
Lawrence Eagleburger. But Rea
gan chose Haig. His decision to 
do so is disappointing and disil
lusioning. 

Editor's Note: Jones is a senior 
at Loyola and editor of its news
paper, the ~page. 
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