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Middle schools------

Reorganization
By Lisa Skelton 
News Editor

Mixed reactions have met a plan to reorgan
ize the District 1 school system with a proposal to 
restructure 15 elementary schools.

The District 1 Board of Trustees has hosted a 
series of five public hearings for the purpose of 
aquiring public opinion. The meetings were at. 
schools in different areas of the district. At the 
first four meetings, the trustees listened silently 
to the public. At the last meeting, Feb. 4, Trustee 
Peter Phillips commented that Missoula schools 
are not providing enough enriching electives for 
the students. He also said that the district needs a 
change and the trustees are listening closely to 
public comment.

Trustee Twila Voorhees said that she does not 
favor the proposal as it stands now but that “we 
can tinker around with it.” Voorhees said that she 
would like to see larger concentration of students 
in the upper grades. Not so much can be done, 
she said, with such small amounts of students.

Voorhees also said that by bringing together the 
seventh and eighth graders in larger groups, the 
schools could better prepare the students socially 
and academically for high school.

“Kids from a larger school have a better chance 
in high school,” Voorhees said.

“If students can have an easier time their fresh
man year,” she continued, “then it’s better for 
them. If kids spend 50 percent of their high school 
years getting adjusted, then they aren’t doing very 
well.”

Voorhees said that she thinks the board has to 
move more slowly with the reorganization plan.

Freedom to choose
Protestors of the proposed anti-abortion bill assemble in front of 
Hellgate Feb. 11 for a protest march down Higgins. The group, 
carrying signs and placards were lobbying for pro-choice. A 
number of high school students participated in the march.

“Whenever you try to do something different in 
Missoula,” she said, “you face the strong tradi
tion of neighborhood schools.” Neighborhood 
schools are good Voorhees said, but schools that 
are too small cannot provide quality education.

Voorhees said that she would like to see the dis
trict reorganize to keep students close to home, 
particularly the younger children, but still provide 
bigger schools. The most ideal way to do this, she 
said, is to enlarge the neighborhoods. This has al
ready been done in some areas. In the Rattle
snake neighborhoods, the upper and lower Rattle
snake were combined into one neighborhood with 
one school system. This is hard to do, Voorhees 
said, in areas that are isolated geographically, as 
Mt. Jumbo, Lowell and Whittier.

Voorhees said that the proposal has to be made 
more “palatable to the public.” Voorhees said 
that she can’t speak for the entire board, but she 
thinks that everyone wants to get the reorganiza
tion over with as quickly as possible, at least 
within another month.

“I think we all (the trustees) recognize the 
problem,” Voorhees said, “but there is no clear 
majority one way or the other. We are not divided 
all or nothing, everybody wants some kind of re
organization plan.”

The present proposed reorganization plan was 
drawn up by the District 1 administrators. The 
plan is in response to the board’s request that 
something be done about the present school sys
tem.

Voorhees said that she hopes the decision will 
be made soon. “We want to be done in time for 
everyone to know where their kids are going to 

,” she said.

State wage may rise

7 periods—next year's possibility
By Andy Gary
Journalism I

A committee of teachers at 
Hellgate are discussing the possi
bility of having an adviser-ad
visee system for the 1981-82 
fiscal year. This program would 
provide registration and aca
demic planning for students by 
faculty members.

In an adviser-advisee program, 
faculty members advise students 
on registration requirements and 
college requirements. They 
would not deal with the personal 
problems of the students, only 
the academic problems.

Superintendant George Zellick 
felt that the adviser-advisee pro
gram would be good to have.

“The teachers would be re
sponsible for a small number of 
students, and if the student 
needed any additional help, the 
teacher can refer the student to 
a counselor.” Zellick said.

If each certified teacher and 
counselor at Hellgate were an 
adviser the ratio of teachers to 
students would be approxi
mately 1:17. But one question 
raised by many is when will the 
student and adviser meet. One 
suggestion is a 7 period day.

By Kirstin Miller
Assistant News Editor

A committee in the Montana 
House of Representatives has 
endorsed a bill which would 
raise the state’s minimum wage 
for the first time in five years.

The present state minimum, 
applying to persons not covered 
by the federal minimum wage 
law, is presently $2 an hour. The 
committee amended the bill to 
provide wage rates of $2 as of 
July 1, 1981 and $2.75 after July 
1, 1982.

The bill must still be approved 
by the full house and the senate.

Last Tuesday Republicans in
troduced Senate bill 381 which, 
if adopted, would require that 
court proceedings be open to the 
press and the public when juve
niles are accused of crimes that 
would be felonies if committed

During the free period of the 
day, a student and adviser would 
meet.

Toni Hewitt, French teacher, 
says she is already teaching two 
French classes, levels three and 
four, in one period. She agreed 

e with the adviser-advisee pro
gram, but felt she would need an 
extra period to work with stu
dents.

Zellick said, “If this is what 
the teachers and administration 
want (seven period day) I’d sup- 
portjt.”

Science teacher James Sylves
ter said that the adviser-advisee 
program would be “less disrup
tive to classes,” with a seven pe
riod day, and, “would give stu
dents the option to take more 
classes.”

Hellgate Assistant Vice-Princi
pal Pep Jewell said, “I know 
that some students are having 
difficulties with the six period 
day because they can’t take as 
many classes, especially those in 
music classes.”

She also said that-a seven pe
riod day would allow extra study 
halls for those who don’t want to 
take more than five classes, but 
that, “some students don’t use

by ah adult and in cases of seri
ous criminal mischief.

A bill making it illegal to own, 
sell, or advertise anything that is 
considered drug paraphernalia 
was recently introduced to the 
House of Representatives. House 
Bill 300 also states that it should 
be illegal to transport drug par
aphernalia. The measure is ex
pected to pass, and Montana 
head shop owners are planning 
to challenge the bill.

In another bill relating to stu
dents, Republicans in the Senate 
have won tentative approval of 
their major. school foundation 
proposal last Wednesday. The 
bill increases the share of the 
foundation program by 25 per
cent and will average 18 percent 
statewide. The additional money 
will mean less need for property 
taxes at the local levy.

study hall effectively.”
One option to the adviser-ad

visee program would be to have 
advisers for only the upperclass
men who are preparing for col
lege or careers.

If a seven period day Weren’t 
used, an alternative would be to 
have students and teachers meet 
on a rotating basis. Each week a 
different period would be used 
for the counseling and either 
substitutes would replace the 
teacher or the class will spend 
the period in the library. A stu
dent would only see his/her ad
viser once or twice per quarter, 
so not much school would be 
missed.

Next spring is the goal set for 
the final decision on the pro
posed program.

Counselor Rick Burrell also 
agrees with the adviser-advisee 
program. In speaking for the 
counseling department, he said, 
“We’re really in favor of it be
cause we just honestly don’t 
have time to develop close rela
tionships with students. We 
would if there were and adviser- 
advisee program see kids who 
are having real problems and get 
to help them out.”


