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It seems that all the sports 
world is made up of sports 
predictions. When a person picks 
up a newspaper or listens to a 
1lPOrts television news cast they 
hear predictions. 

When the Missoulian came out 
on Nov. 25, Kim Briggeman (a 
~Missoulian staff writer) made his 
1980-81 basketball predictions. In 
those predictions, Briggeman 
thought that Kalispell would be 

. the Western Conference favorite 
and Great Falls Russell as the 
Eastern Conference favorite . 
But if you would pick up and 
look at the Class AA basketball 
power poll or basketball stand
ings, Kalispell is not even rated 
in the top five in the state and 

• Billings West is the favorite to 
take state. 

The same is true for football. 
Hellgate was selected by some 
people to be one of the top 
teams in their football confer
ence, but as it ended up they 
tied for third place. 

There are many coaches in 
many different sports that would 
not like to be selected as the fa
vorite to capture a certain 
crown. Because they · don't or 
can't handle the pressure of hav
ing to win. If they don't do what 
is expected of them it's consid
ered an upset and if a nobody 
team wins it's a surprise. 

So is it really great to be num
ber one before or after the sea
son? The players would probably 
say "yes", but most of the 
coaches would probably say 
"no" . 
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Senior center Ralph Ashmore works toward the bask_et to 
score two points during a recent Hellgate Big Sky basketball 
game held at Hellgate gym last Thursday. Ashmore scored 4 
points. but to no avail as the Eagles beat the Knights by one. 
57-56. . 
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The Hellgate Valkyries practice early every morning before school and after school to perform brief 
entertainment during sporting events at halftime. 
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. The common cold: Just a miserl 
Many injuries are obtained 

while participating L'l various 
sports. However there is one 
health hazard experienced at this 
time of year that plagues both 
athletes and non-athletes. This 
health hazard is the common 
cold. 

The worst abuse given out by 
a cold is the dreaded " runny 
nose". This phenomena causes 
the most aggrivation when the 
sufferer is trying to sleep. We all 
know what it feels like to roll 
over in bed and have gravity 
cause all of the snot to drain 
from one side of your head to 
the other, unplugging and plug
ging each nostril in tum. This 
makes breathing difficult and 
the sufferer must often resort to 
using his mouth to obtain oxy
gen. This not only causes a 
stream of saliva to drain out 
onto your pillow, but it also 
causes your lips to chap and 
split. 

When it is necessary to stay 
home because of illness, you au
tomaticaly begin to feel worse 
and worse just thinking about all 
of the work that is piling up at 
school. Also the only things to 

watch on television are soap 
operas and game shows. As you 
begin to get bored with these 
you start blowing your nose 
more and more just for enter
tainment. This causes your nose 
to become big and red and 
makes you look stupid. 

Many times individuals have 
to go to school when ill because 
they can not afford to let the 
work pile up any longer. This 
normally leads to several uncom
fortable and embarassing situa
tions. 

The worst of these situations 
is when you forget to bring a 
handkerchief and the teacher 
does not make kleenex available 
for students in case of emer
gency. It starts out with a few 
innocent sniffles but eventually 
gets out of control. You know 
that you are in trouble when you 
feel a stream of snot begin to 
flow down your upper lip. No 
matter how hard that you sniff 
in you can not quite stop the 
drip so you try to inconspi
cuously use your sleeve. 

With the kind of luck that nor
mally accompanies colds, just as 
you move your arm to your face 

to ·catch the drip, the girl or boy 
(depending on personal taste) 
that you have been trying to im
press lately happens to glance 
over at you. Having chapped, 
split lips and a big red nose is 
·bad enough, but when he or she 
~ees you wiping your nose on 
your sleeve, you know that .ji()Ur 
chances are shot. That is not to 
mention the fact that you dis
cover at this time that you are 
wearing a short sleeve shirt. 

Another uncomfortable situa
tion is when you have a coughing 
fit right in the middle of a guest 
speaker's presentation. The en
tire class stares at you while you 
nearly choke to death trying to 
stop. And when you finally snag 
the lump in your throat you are 
forced to swallow it again be
cause there is no place to spit it 
out. 

Having a cold makes it im
possible to concentrate on your 
work and everytime that you get 
sick the teachers are always giv
ing final exams. If you are just 
getting over a cold, congratula
tions. If you are just getting a 
cold, boy do I feel sorry for you. 
M.M. 

LAI.IN. 
TRY IT, 
YOU'LL 
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