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Editorials ....... ·------+--------------------
It's nice, but • • • 

The Hellgate High School annex has at only minor ·errors. -Certainly, they could is by far the most serious, and is one which 
last been completed. For some, especially have been avoided had a little more care will hopefully be examined and corrected 
the industrial arts and art students, the wait been taken, but they do not pose any threat as soon as possible. 
seemed interminable, and being able - to to safety, nor are they serious construction Despite these problems, the annex is, in 
move into the new building has been a boon mistakes. general fairly well-constructed. The class-
to both departments, as well as to the sci- There are, however, several errors rooms are large, modern, and well-
ence department. which could pose a more serious problem. equipped; the new library is spacious and 

In the rush to finish the annex, how- Two of these more major mistakes are re- will be a pleasant change from the one cur-
ever, could it be that the workers became a lated to the ceiling of the 2nd floor; rently in use; and, of course, the industrial 
bit careless? A close examination of· the namely, the leakage problem and the appar- arts students will at last be getting the prac-
building would reveal the answer to be yes. ent weakness of the 2nd story ceiling/3rd tical, hands-on experience which is the pur-

For instance, in several places there is story floor. pose of the classes offered in this depart-
mortar splattered on the walls. Surely To cite a few examples of the former: ment. 
something like this would not have been not one week after the annex opened, there The construction problems are certainly 
difficult to take care of; why wasn't it? was a bucket placed in a hallway on the 2nd not due to poor workmanship on the part of 

Another example: a number of the ceil- floor to catch water which was leaking from the construction laborers, but are more 
ing panels which were cut to allow room the ceiling; in addition, a skylight in one of likely the result of the often inevitable care-
for lights and heating ducts were either the science rooms is also leaking. lessness that comes when a job is running 
miscut or misplaced, resulting in large The ceiling itself is seemingly weak in behind schedule and must be rushed, as 
holes being left to one side of the lights and some respects. In a number of instances, was definately the case with the annex. If 
ducts. ceiling panels have fallen out merely be- these few problems are remedied, as un-

Though unsightly and unnecessary, the cause of people walking on the third floor. doubtedly they will be, we will then have 
aforementioned exClmples are nontheless, Of all the problems with the annex, this one an annex which we can all be proud of. 
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e,cellence Duke: perfect specimen of the Aryan race 
cal groups for the gathermg. 

By Kirstin Miller If adopted, this assembly will 
Assistant News Editor give these hardworking scholars 

Pep assemblies have long been and student leaders their well-
a traditional means of letting the deserved day in the limelight. It 
student body show its support of is perfectly fine for the admin-
the school's athletic teams, yet istration to set aside special 
when have we ever had an as- times to show encouragement to 

. sembly at Hellgate commending athletes, as long as those stu-
students who excell in aca- dents who work for acheving 
demics? . This long ignored issue academic excellence are honored 
is finally being pursued by sev- as well . 
eral Hellgate teachers : Harold After all, one of the main rea-
Herbig, orchestra conductor ; sons we're here is for gaining 
Carl Smart, band director ; and knowledge, not soley to root the 

By Bob McClory 
Guest Columnist 

He ·was a perfect specimen of 
the Aryan race Hitler so idolized 
- young too. Along with his 
blond hair and ,blue eyes, he 
brought with him an assortment 
of reasons why features such as 
his should dominate. Possessing 
those same characteristics, who 
was I to disagree? I had always 
been told that I had recessive 
features, not dominate ones. 

Guest Columnist 
David Barthelmess ; choral di- basketball team on to victory as 
rector. These teachers are asking some might believe. I hope the David Duke · sure proved those 
that one assembly date be set teachers' request will be seri- biologists wrong on that score. 
aside to honor National Honor ously considered by the admin- As the night advanced, he was 
Society (a society that recognizes istration and any students or destined to show them up once 
academic excellence) members teachers wishing to support their or twice more, along with many 
in the student body. They have idea should let their opinions be other groups. He particularly 
agreed to provide entertainment heard. damaged the credibility of the 
with selections from their musi- majority of the minority groups 

. around the world. 

Another tongue brings dividends 
By Julie Burk 
Columnist 

All over Europe, the Orient 
and elsewhere, American tour
ists .are usually easy to detect. A 

' camera in one hand and a guide
book in the other, these people, 
so the stereotype suggests, 
loudly demand directions in En
glish. 

Unfortunately, this image per
sists, for we Americans are a vir-

. tually monolingual people. We 
need to reexamine our attitudes 
toward learning foreign langua
ges. The decline in language 
studies has left a gap in our edu
cation. 

Why have language programs 
ceased to be an active part of 
our school curricula? As a result 
of student 'protests during the 
'60s, many American universities 
eliminated academic require
ments. Traditional subjects, in
cluding foreign languages, were 
labeled boring and irrelevant. 

However, - technology and • 
reduced air fares have made 
overseas travel more frequent. 
Also consider that many foreign
ers must learn English along 
with their own language. Ameri
cans aren 't the migh.tiest any
more, and we should mak~ bet
ter efforts to learn other langua
ges in order to communicate. 
Why should foreigners have to 
speak English all the time? 

Furthermore, if one is career
minded, consider this : 'In the 
"real world", about 6,000 Ameri
can . companies have overseas 
branches. Approximately 35,000 
business people live and work 
abroad. A foreign language is 
therefore a marketable skill that 
~an enhance a student's eligibil
Ity for many interesting jobs. 

Despite the obvious · advan
tages of becoming fluent in a 
foreign language, however, stu
dents continue to ignore such 
programs. Last year, the Presi-

oent's CommissiOn on i'"oreign 
Languages and International 
Studies reported : 

Today, only 15 percent of high 
school students study a foreign 
language as opposed to 24 per
cent in 1965. 

Only eight percent of our col
leges require a foreign language, 
either for admission or for grad- , 
uation , compared with 34 per
cent in 1966 and 85 percent in 
1915 . 

Consequently, multinational 
corporations and even the State 
Department, cannot find enough 
qualified personnel for positions 
that require knowledge of an
other language. 

Moreover, everyone is affected 
by international diplomacy and 
economy now. Thus, we can no 
longer afford to isolate ourselves 
linguistically. An ability to com
municate with others in their na
tive tongue is the key to f-eeling 
at home anywhere in the world. 

It was amazing hearing the 
number of errors David Duke 
could relate in the course of an 
hour and one half. I even went 
home feeling certain in that God 
had miscalculated in populating 
the 34 black and 24 Oriential 
countries David Duke cited. Per
haps God, in His infinite wis
dom, had something else on His 
mind when He populated those 
regions . The other possibility, 
that God is color-blind, is too 
frightening to even consider. If 
indeed that is the case, could it 
be that He is still uninformed as 
to the mix-up in colors and sha
des? 

Perhaps one of the more im
pressive parts of David Duke's 
speech was the way in which he 
presented his allegations. I never 
heard him mutter a derogatory 
comment about the Blacks, Indi
ans , Orientals, or Mexicans. No 
he is not a man to dwell on hard 
feelings . He merely suggested 
that those oeople should be re-

Letters_--~-

submit art 

To the Editor: 
Attention! 
The Troubadour is now ac

cepting submissions. We will be 
taking them until March 15. We 
want short stories, art work, 
photographs and poems. Submit 
them through English teachers, 
art teachers, staff workers, or 
put them in the Troub box in the 
Central Office. 

The Troub will have a table 
set up outside the CIA, where 
you can order your copy. The 
Troub costs only .50 . That 
means , folks , that for a measly 
half buck, you can buy art! 

Andrea Dixon 
Junior 

· placed by Aryans - a race he re
lated with due concern to be 
dwindling in numbers. How can 
you help but admire a man so 
helpful as to travel almost three
thousand miles in order to offer 
such constructive criticism? 

But the highlight of his pre
sentation was his ability to sup
port his rationale with figures. I, 
for one, was not aware that 
minorities were so much to 
blame for the crime and moral 
degeneracy in this country until 
David Duke brought out the fig
ures. "You can't argue with 
facts, " my father always told 
me. Well, you have convinced 
me, Mr. Duke. Whites must in 
fact be suffering at the hands of 
all those various discolored 
mixed-breeds, and I am hereby 
resolved to sacrifice looking at 
them for Lent. 

Bob McClory is a student
teacher at Hellgate. 
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