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Preppie more than just a ''look'' 
By Ted Lameyer 
Guest Columnist 

For most of you, the term "preppie" 
describes a clean cut, "too cooly" dressed 
kid who thinks that he is headed for Har
vard or some other prestigious college. Is 
a preppie just a person who wears Topsid
ers (without socks), bright green 
flourescent pants with little yellow ducks 
on them, several layers of shirts (most 
popular combination; turtleneck with a 
Iacoste on top), and a monogram located 
at some strategic place on their belt? 

Being a student at Phillips Academy in 
Andover, Mass. I have often been catago
rized as a "preppie". Prep schools are 
thought of as places where rich kids are 
sent, or a place where smart kids go to 
school. They boast sports like sailing, la
crosse, hockey, and crew as well as the 
traditional sports. To me, however, a prep 
school is entirely different. 

Guest Columnist 

No one ever seems to associate a five 
hour per night average of homework, or a 
six hour per night average of sleep with 
the term "preppie". There are a great 
many "preppies" at prep school, but 
there are also many "normal" kids. Most 
kids who go to prep school are from a 
middle-class family, and many are on a 
scholarship. Sports like football, soccer, 
and basketball are very popular. While T
shirts and jeans are prominant attire. 

The life of a preppie (or a prep school 
student) is not easy by any stretch of the 
imagination. The work is great, and the 
free time is small. So why does someone 
go to prep school? I go because it offers 
much more to me than my high school 
could. There are not ·many high schools 
that offer courses in silkscreening, archi
tecture, history of American presidents, 
Chinese History, solar energy, celestial 
navigation, James Joyce, French culture, 
animal behavior, chorus for credit, music 
lessons (once a week) for credit, drama, 
photography, Shakespearean plays, reli-

gion, philosophy, scuivture, ceramics, Co
lonial History, electronic music, kinetics, 
movie making, and many more, as well as 
several opportunities for off campus pro
jects. I look for the challenge of the work, 
and I try to take advantage of everything 
school has to offer. The required courses 
may not be as stimulating, but they build 
the roots from which other interests can 
grow. Each student is required to take 
math up through pre-Calculus, English up 
through his choice of literature (comedy, 
tragedy, or mythical), American History 
(the hardest course at the school), and a 
foreign language (French, Spanish, Ger
man, Latin, Italian, or Russian) through 
the third year. There are minor require
ments that include one trimester of art, 
music, and physical education. These re
quirements are often dropped for entering 
juniors, seniors, and post graduates. Most 
students take four academic courses and 
one extracurricular course. The seniors 
and post graduates get the most out of a 
prep school, because they do not need to 
fulfill many diploma requirements. 

The social life at a prep school is very 
challenging. To be able to weave a girl
friend into your schedule of classes and 
homework is a skill that few master, yet 
many attempt. There is so little time 
available. It really is very hard and many 
times frustrating to have a good relation
ship with someone. Weekends seem to be 
the only time that can really be concen
trated on social life. Being restricted to an 
11:30 p.m. sign-in time, we feel obligated 
to take full advantage of our weekend 
hours. Room visiting, by the opposite sex, 
is a definite help to the Cause, but some
times a little unauthorized visiting is 
needed to help. 

Now, one might ask "Is it worth it?". 
Personally, I feel the long hours of work 
are certainly worth my time. Of course, a 
prep school, like Andover, on your 
resume does not hurt when it comes time 
to apply to colle~e. I feel, however, that 
prep school helps me also to become a 
well rounded person. 

What can someone who goes to high 
school get out of prep school? It depends 
on what year you plan to enter a prep 
school. If you enter in your freshman, 

sophomore, or junior year, then you can 
expect to work extremely hard at tfY.ing to 
fulfill diploma requirements and only to 
take a few of the elective courses. It is not 
until the senior or post graduate year that 
one Cflll fully take advantage of the differ
ent courses offered. These courses are not 
"hacks", but rather they are college level 
courses that highly specialize in certain 
areas. 

same place 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, friendships cannot help but de
velop. These feelings are shared with the 
faculty as well. Many students make 
friendships with faculty that continue 
through college. There is a feeling of ad
miration by both faculty and students that 
creates an unbreakable student-faculty 
bond. 

The campus of a prep school limits the 

No one ever seems to associate a five hour per night 
average of homework, or a six-hour per night average 
of sleep with the term "preppie." 

There are several ways to look at your 
education. You can look for the easiest 
way through school, or you can try to 
challenge yourself to the best of your abil
ity. You will find both of these points of 
view in both high schools and prep 
schools. What will you say when you look 
back at your education 20 or 30 years 
from now? If you felt challenged, then 
you probably got the best education possi
ble for yourself. H you were not pushed to 
your fullest potential, then you probably 
wasted much of your time with an unsat- · 
isfactory education. I am not saying that a 
prep school provides a better education. 
What I am stating is that it provides a bet-

. ter opportunity for a better education. It 
is totally up to the individual. For many 
people a prep school education is not the 
best education, but for those who want a 
bigger challenge, it might be more re
warding than a high school education. 

The hardest aspect of prep school for 
me to express to you is the pressure that 
goes along with the prep school atmos
phere. The stress that builds up is inde
scribable. I know that weekends are 
praised by everyone and vacations are 
worshiped more than anything else. We 
do not, however, hate prep school. There 
is something that pulls each of us back to 

. school. The good friendships form a bond 
that keeps me wanting to return to the en
tire prep school atmosphere. When the 
same 1200 people are kept together in the 

boundaries of much of one's existance, 
but offo(!ampus trips often help relieve the 
tension that build up during the week. My , 
campus is beautiful and can be very 
peaceful. The ivy-covered buildings are 
spread apart and provide a mimklearing 
walk between classes. Unfortunately with 
all the work going on, it is often difficult 
to sit back and admire the beauty that 
surrounds me. Often I feel that I need to 
get away from the pressures on campus. 
Boston is a half hour away by bus and the 
town of Andover is only a five minute 
walk. These two places are my great es
capes from the pressures of school. 

There seem to be two predominant 
forces that act upon me during a- school 
year. One force pulls me back to school 
time and time again. This pull is the love 
for the people and the work. It seems 
odd, but after being at school for a while, 
the people and the work create a force 
that makes me want to escape. 

I can not make generalizations about 
prep schools, because I attend only one. I 
have just related my personal feelings and 
experiences. Other people's feelings may 
differ, but I feel that the above thoughts 
are a very accurate view of prep school 
existance. 

Ted Lameyer is a junior attending Phil
lips Academy in Andover, Mass. He is cur
rently on an exchange program in Mis
soula and has attended several classes at 
HeUgate. 

H.B.lOO - like outlaw.ing cups during . Prohibition 

By Ian Moulding 
Journalism I 

A recent bill introduced to 
the House or Representatives, in 
Washington, would make it ille
gal to own, sell, or advertise any
thing that is considered drug 
paraphernalia. H this bill passes, 
you'd better get rid of any bal
loons, envelopes, and quinine 
hydrochloride you have lying 
around. 

Yes, in another unprecidented 
move, the boys over in Washing
ton have decided to take the bull 
by the horns and stamp out drug 
abuse, once and for all! The bill, 
House Bill #300, is dizzying to 
say the least. To clear things up, 
though, they gave a good defini
tion of what exactly drug para
hemalia is: "The term 'drug 
paraphernalia' means all equip
ment, products and materials of 
any kind that are used, intended 
for use, or designed for use in 
planting, propagating, cultivat
ing, growing, harvesting, manu
facturing, compounding, conver
ting, producing, processing, pre
paring, testing, analyzing, 
packaging, repackaging, storing, 

containing, concealing, injecting, 
· ingesting, inhaling or otherwise 
introducing into the human body 
a dangerous drug.'~ 

This definition makes one 
wonder what isn't drug par
aphernalia. It you've got any gar
den supplies, you're gonna be in 
real bad shape when H.B. 300 
passes. 

But wait, there's more, the 
bill goes on to list what items 
are · included in this definition, 
and I bet you'd be real surprised 
at how much drug paraphernalia 
is lurking around your house -
blenders, mixing bowls, bal
loons, envelopes, and Dad's old 
tobacco pipe will all have to go, 
unless you want to face six 
months in jail or a $500 fine. 

This bill is absurd; do they 
really think that they're going to 
stamp out drug abuse by con
fiscating any and every item that 
resembles paraphernalia? Greg 
Patent on Big Sky Cooking is 
gonna be in real trouble, and I 
sure don't wanna be ·at a Tup
perware party when the police 
come barging in. 

H.B. 300 also states that it 

.. --------------------------------. 

should be illegal to transport 
drug paraphernalia, and that any 
vehicle, aircraft, or vessle which 
might have been used for this 
purpose, can be confiscated. An
other H.B. 300 no-no would be 
the possession of any books, re
cords, research products and 
materials including formulas, 

microfilm ·and tapes used to pro
duce paraphernalia. 

Airplanes? Microfilm? They 
must think there's a French con
nection for paraphernalia. I 
mean, why go to all the trouble 
and spend so many taxpayer dol
lars to execute this·.foolish bill, 
when it will do no good anyhow. 
It would be like outlawing cups 

during Prohibition. 
All that H.B. 300 would do 

would be to close down many 
businesses and put many people . 
out of work. It has already 
passed in several states, and is 
expected to pass in Montana; 
you II¥lY only have a few months 
left to rid your house of par
aphernalia. 


