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The agony of victory - senior Dale Foste~ displays his shock and 

1
happiness when he achieved his long awaited goal of the State 

1Title in the 134 pound weight class. Foster pinned Jeff Meyer of 
Bozeman. 

. , 

Knight wrestlers edge Big Sky to , take third at state 
By Monte Bryant 
Sports Editor 

When the Hellgate wrestlers 
took to the mats Feb. 21-22 for 
the State AA Wrestling Tourna:. 
ment, no other team expected 
them to place in the top four, let 
alone take third place. 

It was a good tournament for 
the Hellgate wrestlers consider
ing they had six state placers 
(two state champions, a second 
and three fifth placers). 

Like every athletic sport at 
Hellgate this year the wrestling 
team was hurt by the Missoula's 
new high school, Big Sky. 

One of two state champions, 
senior Dale Foster was "super 
happy;" 

"We lost more dual meets 
(four) this year than in f~ve 
years " said head wrestling 
coach' Lanny Bryant. "18 wrest
lers f~om Hellgate's squad last 
year went to Big Sky and they 
took fourth place at the tourna
ment." 

- Bryant added, '"Last spring I 
looked at what we had coming 
back and figured on winning 
about 50 percent of our dual 
meets and placing seventh or 
eighth at state. We ended up 
·placing third." . 

"When I pinned Jeff Meyer 
and my hand got raised it felt 
like all the work I did this year 
paid off. To be a champion it 

takes a lot of guts, determina
tion, dedication and positive atti
tude. Coach said that if I did 
that, it would pay off in the long 
run and it did." Foster said. "I 
felt the team could have gone in 
the tournament with a more se
rious approach," Foster contin
ued, "I don't think the people 
that were new to the state 
tournament, like Chris Clark, 
Mike LaVelle and AI Lewis, 
were p~.:epared ." . 

Junior Matt Campbell deci
sioned V .J. Maddio from Helena 
High Scliool 1-0, to win his third · 
state title. 

"I felt relief after I won the 
~tch, " said <;ampbell. "It ~s 

just one :;tep closer to my goal of 
being a~four-time state cham
pion." Campbell too expressed 
his feelings about the team's 
performance. 

"Basically everyone felt so 
much on edge. Like-we had to 
win state. We had our chance." 
He also said, "I guess it's the 
tradition at Hellgate to do good. 
That type of attitude is probably 
the reason why Hellgate has 
been good all these years.~ 

The only real set-back at the 
tournament for Hellgate was 
when·-senior Gus Carrelllosthis 
bid for a state title. When he 
was penalized one point for stal,.. 
ling in the last 30 seconds of his · 
match with Butte High wrestler 

Mike Conners. Carrell lost his 
match 2-1. 

Other state placers for Hell
gate were junior Bryon Kauff
men, fifth; · sophomore Kevin 
Grimes, fifth; and freshman 
Cody Bryant, fifth. Bryant said 
he expects next year's team to 
be strong. He. said he will only 
lose two state places this year 
and with the addition of upcom
ing freshman Mike Hill, who 
should be a state contender ac
cording to Bryant, and Brent 
Tripp. The team should be one 
of Hellgate's better teams, he 
added. 

Missoula schools look toward divisionals 
By Mason Mitchell 
Assistant Features Editor 

"We are no longer in control 
of our own destiny," said head 
basketball coach Eric Hays of 
Hellgate's predicament after 
their 57-56 l<:JSS ~o Big Sky. 

"A win is a win,". said Hays of 
the Knight's 76-52 victory over 

.. Libby the night following the 
loss to Big Sky. Hays feels that it 
was an important win because it 
is good to be able to come back _ 
after a loss, but he also said that 
the Knights only had a "fair" 
showing. 

If the Knights hope to win the 
Western division season . cham
pionship, which Sentinel has 
won 10 out of the last 12 years, 
Sentinel must lose to someone 
other than the Knights. At Lance 
press time Sentinel was in the 
lead of the Western Division and 
one game ahead of Hellgate with 
a league record of 10-2. Hellgate 
is 9-3 in league play. 

Following regular season play 
is the AA Divisional Tournament 
in Missoula on March 5-7. This 
tournament decides which four 
teams in the Western Division 
get to go to the state tourna
ment. 

"I hope that all three Missoula 
schools make it to the state tour-

ney," said Big Sky's head coach 
Bill Langlas. 

Langlas added that his team, 
which has had its ups and 
downs, set a goal at the begin
ning of the season to make it to 
the state tournament. 

Langlas, who's Eagles were 7-
5 in league play at press time, 
feels that either Hellgate or Sen
tinel will be in the finals . 
' 'I am -looking for great 

things," said Hays of the AA 
Divisional Tournament, which 
he thinks will be a good one be
cause of the well balanced com
petition. 

Hays is very satisfied with his 
teams performance so far this 
season and feels that they have 

·shown great improvement. He 
also added that he has confi
dence in his pl.ayers. 

Hays said that the Knights 
have to work on handling a press 
and also try to strengthen their 
man to man offense. Because of 
the absence of senior Ralph Ash
more for five games, Hellgate's 
man to man offense has suf
fered. Ashmore played against 
Big Sky but was not back to his 
full physical potential. 

Hays said that the absence of 
Ashmore gave some other play
ers an opportunity to play during 

pressure situations and that this, 
along with Ashmore's return, 
has made Hellgate a stronger 
ball club. 

Hays feels that with the excep
tion of Libby and Columbia 
Falls, who lack depth, any of the 
six remaining teams have a · 
chance of winning the tourna
ment. 

As far as the three Missoula 
team's rankings, Hays said that 
"a lot depends on the upcoming 
weekend games." He pointed 
out that if the Knights finish sec
ond in regular season play then 
they will be in Kalispell's 
bracket. But if Hellgate finishes 
in first place, then Sentinel will 
probably have to face the 
Braves, who have been a tough 
team throughout the year. 

"It is pretty balanced this 
year. There are six or seven 
teams that could do it," said 
Sentinel 's head coach Bob 
Luoma of the upcoming tourna
ment. 

Luoma feels that Sentinel will 
finish in the top four and may 
even end up in the number one 
or two spot. He said that how
ever they end up at the end of 
regular season play, such as first 
or second, they will probably 
achieve the same positi1;m in the 
AA Divisional Tournament. 
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Head basketball coach Eric Hays and assistant coach Tom 
Demmons talk strategy to the players during a time-out in the 
closing minutes of the Hellgate-Big Sky game. Hellgate lost 57-
56. 


