
MCHS Board says —
If programs go. so do teachers

Hellgate High School 
Mlaaoula, Montana 59B01 

(USPS 585-840)

March 11, 1981
Volume 17, Issue 13

By Lisa Skelton
News Editor

Two notices of dismissal for 
teachers were approved by the 
MCHS Board of Trustees at the 
March 3 meeting. The notices 
are standard letters sent to 
teachers who have not been re
hired for the next year. One let
ter will be sent to tenured teach
ers and another to non-tenured 
teachers.

Because the teachers’ salaries 
are contingent on the mill levy, 
it is uncertain how much money 
will be available for the coming 
year. A provision in the contract 
between the teachers’ organiza
tion and the school district, 
states that the teaching staff can 
be cut due to budget reductions.

The board said that the teach
ers that would be cut would de
pend on which programs are cut 
from the curriculum. If a pro
gram is cut that employs only 
tenured teachers, those teachers 
will not be rehired. If a program 
that remains uncut employs non- 
tenured teachers then those 
teachers may be kept on.

Non-tenured teachers must be 
notified by April 1 if their con
tracts have not been renewed or 
they are automatically rehired. 
Tenured teachers are automatic
ally rehired April 15 unless 
otherwise notified. A tenured 
teacher is a teacher who has 
been teaching for the district for 
at least three years and has re
ceived a contract for another 
year. About 60 non-tenured 
teachers are employed by the 
district, about 300 are tenured.

Students assist drug bust
Five Hellgate students helped police officers apprehend a man 

wanted in connection with a narcotics transaction in the Hellgate 
area.

Feb. 18, at approximately 12:50 a m., the students were ap
proached by the accused party and asked if they wanted to purchase 
mariajuana. The students declined and reported the incident to 
police officers at a nearby intersection.

The officers confronted the man, who denied possession of any 
drugs; he consented to having his truck searched by the officers, and 
significant amounts of mariajuna were found in the vehicle.

County Attorney, Stewert Peirce, said that these five Hellgate stu
dents should be commended for their cooperation in helping police 
apprehend the accused party.

“This is the kind of cooperation we need if we want to stop 
crime,” he said.

The trial date has not been set, but the five students will be wit
nesses in the hearings. Due to the juvenile protection law, the names 
of the students cannot be released.

Prom 'will be different'
This year’s Junior Prom will be as different as possible from past 

years said Junior Class Secretary Alise Rudio. The prom is scheduled 
for April 4 from 9-12 p.m.

Darwin Ernst, junior class president, said that the changes would 
include the reinstatement of the grand march, different arrangement 
inside the gym, and the use of two cameras to speed up the time 
spent in line. Ernst also said the photographers would offer three 
different packets instead of the $15 packet offered last year.

Ernst said that they have hired a band from Great Falls titled 
Truth.

The junior class has raised $1,100. Ernst said that they have cut 
down cost a lot because the punch and the food has been donated.

Last year’s plans to have a joint prom were cancelled when Sen
tinel students were opposed to the idea, Ernst added.

In other business, the board 
approved a bid of $58,220 to 
landscape the Hellgate campus. 
Eliminated from the original 
plan are; shrubs, some concrete 
benches, and a brick fence 
around the property. The area
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Musical artists
Seniors Darren Hollenbaugh, Deidra Ernst and Kim Herbig were the three Hellgate students chosen 
to perform in the All Northwest Music Festival. Ernst performed in the choir, Herbig in the orches
tra and Hollenbaugh in the band. Three students from Big Sky and seven from Sentinel also attend
ed. Students applying to the Festival sent tapes to a board of Northwest judges who then chose the 
students who would perform.

Two gymnasts suspended
By Rene Pisel 
Editor

Shooting bottle rockets and 
possessing alcohol at the state 
gymnastics meet Feb. 20-21 
caused the suspension of two 
male gymnasts.

A freshman was given one day 
in-school suspension for shooting 
bottle rockets out of the window 
in a Great Falls hotel room. For 
possession of alcohol a sopho
more was not allowed to com
pete the second day of competi
tion, given two days in-school 
suspension and prohibited from 
attending extra-curricular activi
ties for two weeks.

between the annex and the main 
building will be planted with 
grass seed instead of sod as was 
originally planned. The fence

will be of chain link instead of 
brick.

Vice Principal Pep Jewell said 
that that kind of behavior would 
not be tolerated. She added, 
however, that the alcohol was 
given to the Hellgate gymnasts 
by students from another school.

“The use of alcohol at sporting 
events is a rising problem,” Je
well said. She said itiat she 
hoped that the coaches would 
consider this incident when 
awarding letters.

Some of the gymnasts said 
that they thought this year’s 

-gymnasts were treated unfairly 
in comparison to last year’s. Ac
cording to some of those who

The trustees set the week of 
March 8 for their annual inspec
tion of the schools. A group of
trustees will take a day long in
spection tour of each school dur
ing the week.

were at the state tournament 
last year there was drinking and 
a greater use of firecrackers.

Jewell said that last year she 
recommended that the students 
involved withdraw from compe
tition and receive three days of 
out-of-school suspension. This 
decision was appealed to Vice 
Principal Don Lawston who 
reduced it.

“I think the boys have handled 
the consequences very ma
turely,” Jewell added of this 
year. “I was impressed with 
their attitude.”


