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Track ·teams prepare for first meet • 
1n April 
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Senior Neal Blakely is jumping over hurdles during a recent practice. The Hellgate boys' track team 

are defending state champions. Head coach Ron Jones hopes that this year's team will "do it 

again." 
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· Knights do it hopefully again, 
yea! 

Hellgate head track coacb Ron 
Jones probably says that phrase 
himself quite often when he 
heads home after track practice. 

The boys' track team won the 
1980 State Title last spring with 
good runners like Joe Zitto, 
Wade Preston and Bryon Potter. 
Some people might think that 
the boys' track team doesn't 
have a chance at maintaining 
their title as state track cham
pions. 

Jones described the up-coming 
season ·as "exciting" and said 
that he has some good individual 
talent this year. 

Some of Jones' key people 
are, seniors Grant Grassle, 
sprints; Mike Ramos, jumps and 
pole vault; Neal Blakely, hurt
les; Mike Callahan, javilin; jun
ior Darwin Ernst, sprints and 
jumps; and sophomore Bill 
Kelly, distance. 

"Those are the people we are 
building the team around," said 
Jones. 

Jones also said that he expects 
the team to take the divisional 
title, but was not sure who the 
state favorite might be. 

"There are a few teams along 
with us, who I feel have a shot 
at taking state," Jones said. 
"Great Falls Russell, Billings 
Senior, and Butte. 

"It's really too early to tell. 
After three or four meets I 
should have a better idea for 
divisionals and state," said 
Jones. 

Jim Kelly will work with the 
distance runners, Fred Carl will 
work with the pole vaulters and 
jumpers. Carl is a former state 
champion and is the school 
rPrord holder in the pole vault. 

Mark Latrielle will work with 
the runners and is a former state 

champion in the 220 and 440 
yard dashes, and is also the 
school record holder in the 100 
yard dash. Dan Gilman will 
work with the shot putters, dis
cus, and javlin throwers. Jones 
said that Gilman is the finest 
weight coach in the state of 
Montana and said his record 
proves it. 

Jones said, "People are al
~a~ coming up. to me and say
mg, can you do It again, can you 
do it again?' and I say, we will 
give it our best shot.'' 

First year girls' head track 
coach Vicki Brown said that the 
tumou~ for the girls' track team 
has not been "real good." 

"We have 40 kids out, hope
fully a lot of freshman will still 
come out because we have a lot 
of freshman meets this year " 
she said. ' 

Like the boys' track team the 
girls will rely on good individual 
talent through the season like 
defending state champion in th~ 
high jump senior Jodene Kyle. 
Other top Hellgate girl perform
ers are seniors Jone Woodbury 
in the distance events. Andre~ 
Gaertner in the sprints, and jun
ior Lynette Gaertner. 

John Roys will coach the 100, 
200, 400 yard races and also will 
work with the relay teams. Judy 
Geffenee will work with the long 
jump, high jump, hurtles, and 
relays. Kandy Kirby will work 
with the distance runners. Byron 
Anderson will coach the shot 
putters, and with the discus 
throwers. Brown will work with 
the javlin throwers. 

"I know we lost some good 
kids to Big Sky. I really won't 
know how good some of the 
other teams are around the divi
sion or state for a couple of 
weeks," Brown added, "I sure 
hope to see more girls out for 
track team. It's never too late 
and we need them." 
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