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Teachers vs. Board

Negotiations to begin on Thursday

✓

By Kirstin Miller
Assistant News Editor

In an effort to resolve differ
ences in contract settlements, 
MCHSEA, the teachers’ union, 
will send representatives to 
meet the MCHS Board of Trus
tees negotiator and a mediator 
from the State Board of Person
nel Appeals.

Thursday, closed sessions will 
begin. According to MCHSEA 
teacher representative Cleo 
Baker, neither party is sure how 
much progress will be made.
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Perspectives

“We have indicated our stand 
to the board, and nothing has or 
will be .decided before the 
Thursday meeting,” said Baker.

In recent efforts to make the 
public aware of their position, 
many teachers have refused to 
perform voluntary work for their 
schools. The administration had 
had to ask for parental help at 
athletic meets and dances to 
carry out the extra help usually 
done by teachers.

“As of yet we have absolutely

not violated our contracts,” saia 
Baker. She said, however, that 
the possibility of a strike, which 
is in direct violation of contract 
agreements, has not been ruled 
out.

“I hope that they come to an 
agreement because it would sure 
be nice to get this over with,” 
said Superintendent of Schools 
George Zellick. Zellick refused 
to comment on what the board’s 
position will be going into Thurs
day’s meetings.
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STEAC suggests changes

More . . .

Although the Hellgate STEAC 
(Student Teacher Advisory Com
mission) has many problems to 
work on in the school it has had 
only three meetings this year. 
The committee was designed 
two years ago to deal with prob
lems or complaints students may 
have about Hellgate’s curricu
lum. The committee is com
prised of four students and four 
teachers.

“I want the students to take 
the leadership of this group and 
suggest things to work on. I 
don’t want to control the group 
because that would be defeating 
the purpose.” said Ken Colbo, 
adviser for the committee.

This year STEAC has dis
cussed the problem of the En
glish electives with the English 
department. They said they hope 
to see some improvement in the 
system next year.

Some things STEAC will prob
ably be working on during the 
rest of the year include; compil
ing a survey for teachers and 
students on the six period day 
versus a seven period day, and 
standardizing a work make-up 
policy for excused absences, spe

Campus completed in July
“Landscaping around the new annex is ahead of schedule and will 

be completed by July 1,” said architect Reed Roberts.
The landscaping on the south side of the annex will be an open 

area for the gym classes and surrounded by an eight foot fence. The 
east side, along Gerald will be lawn and concrete sidewalk. The 
north side, between the annex and the old building, will be a con
crete sidewalk, lawn and some trees. The trees will be transplanted 
from Big Sky’s arboretum which is run by Herdel Knapp, head of the 
forestry department.

The original bid of the landscaping contract was $93,500 but 
shrubs, benches, sod and a brick fence were eliminated from the plan. 
This lowered the original request to $57,964 which was approved By 
the board.

cifically in, physical education 
department.

STEAC may also be involved 
in the trial period of the adviser/ 
advisee program to take place 
later this month.

Starting, April 7 through May 
8, Hellgate students and teachers 
will participate in an adviser/ad- 
visee trial period. One period 
each day will be spent with an 
assigned adviser. The advisers 
will be teachers or administra
tors. The student adviser ratio 
will be around 16.

“This program is designed to 
help the students get more help 
in scheduling and many other 
areas,” Colbo said. “The counse
lors will be relieved from shuf- 
feling a lot of papers and will be 
able to really counsel the stu
dents who need it.

“The students will have the 
same adviser for all four years of 
high school, the adviser will be
come well aquainted with that 
student and be able to provide 
more personalized help,” Colbo 
added. “I feel that this is where 
STEAC should really get in
volved, they could be a lot of 
help during the trial period.”

This wheel and wagon are relics of the past conjuring up thoughts of an earlier period in Montana life. 
The wagons can be found near the Fort Missoula Museum.


