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a bad idea Possible wage cuts for teens
By William Byrd 
Student Press Service

Paying teen-agers below the 
minimum wage is a bad idea, ac
cording to a Minimum Wage 
Study Commission report re
leased last May, but U.S. legisla
tors are still trying to push sub
minimum wage bills through

Advisor/advisee 
plan cut

The proposed advisor/advisee 
program has been cancelled for 
this year, said counselor Ed Bo- 
hart.

Bohart said the program was 
designed to provide a situation 
for closer contact between the 
faculty and the students. Each 
faculty member would be as
signed about 15 to 18 students.

“The plan was to get it (the 
program) going this year,” said 
Bohart. He added that because 
of a lot of “chaos this year, the 
program has been put on the 
back burner.”

Congress.
A four year study prepared by 

the Minimum Wage Study Com
mission reports that a submini
mum wage for youth would have 
little effect on youth employ
ment, and that the displacement 
of adult workers from the labor 
force would outweigh any advan
tages of a lower youth wage.

The commission also said that 
the high umemployment rate for 
teen-agers would likely decline 
in the future as baby-boom teen
agers become adults.

But at least three congressman 
still list subminimum wage as 
number one priority.

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 
chairman of the Labor and 
Human Resources Committee, 
Sen. Don Nichles, R-Okla., and 
Rep. Paul Simon, D-Ill., will 
continue to push their submini
mum wage proposals through 
the next congressional session, 
their aides say.

The legislators believe that al
lowing employers to hire teens, 
ages 16 to 19, at a percentage of 
the adult minimum wage would 
make teenagers more employ
able. ‘‘Everyone knows.” sai

Hatch, “that when the minimum 
wage goes up to $3.35 an hour, 
hundreds of thousands of teens 
will lose their jobs because busi
nesses just aren’t going to pay 
young people who are only 
worth $2.50 an hour.”

But not everyone agrees that a 
lower wage for teens is the an
swer.

“A subminimum wage for 
teens is a simplistic idea that

Students against subminimum
By Andy Gary 
News Editor

Working teenagers are upset 
with the idea that they may be 
paid the subminimum wage of 
$2.

“I can’t see how they’d do 
that. If you’re more qualified for 
a job then you should be paid for 
it. They should pay you for your 
qualifications,” said senior Rob 
Friedrichs who works at the 
Fisherman and gets $3.50 per 
hour.

“I’d quit,” said sophmore 
Mike Hoops, “$2 isn’t enough

would not create jobs but would 
mean hardships for the lowest 
paid workers,” AFL/CIO econo
mist Roy Oswald said. “And 
transferring jobs from adults to 
teens at a lower rate would only 
mean bigger profits for the em
ployers. Rates of pay should be 
based on the job that is done, 
not on age, sex, color or unem
ployment rates.”

In 1977, a bill similar to the

for what I’m doing.” Hoops 
works at a warehouse, and is 
payed $3.50 and hour.

“I’d complain. I’d still work, 
it’s money and you need money. 
I’d also try to find the easiest 
job available.” said senior Anna 
Machado.

Bar MG manager, Betty Po
well said “Teenagers are worth 
more than that ($2) The ones we 
have deserve at least $3.35.” •

Junior Brad Jarvis who makes 
$3.35 an hour at Rafferty’s candy 
said “I’d quit, you wouldn’t 
make any money that way.”

“I don’t know what I’d do be-

subminimum wage bill was de
feated by only one vote in the 
house and four votes in the Sen
ate. With a new majority in the 
Senate combined with the en
dorsement of the Reagan admin
istration the bill’s prospects for 
passage have greatly increased.

Editor’s Note: (SPS), Student 
Press Service, is a youth-run 
news service based in Washing
ton, D.C.

cause I still get tips. I don’t 
think it’s fair.” said senior Jo
hanna Mayer. She works at 
Don’s Family Restaurant and 
makes $3.35 an hour.

David Darling, co-owner of the 
Acapulco Mexican Restaurant 
said, “We don’t treat anybody 
different. We’d pay them the 
same as adults. We figure 
they’re just as good as anybody 
else.”

Junior Jackie Brooks works at 
the Sandwich Sub-Shoppe for 
$2.5 and hour. She said, “I don’t 
think it’s fair. We work just as 
hard as anybody else.”

World cheerleader representatives from Dallas Texas instructed 193 cheerleaders from the Western Montana area in a day-long clinic 
held at Hellgate Sept. 19. The clinic taught cheerleaders leadership, sportsmanship and cheering techniques.
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