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Columbia Falls, a key game 
By Ellen Reynolds 
Assistance Sports Editor 

"One of the key games for us 
(Hellgate) will be against Colum
bia Falls," said varsity girls 
baskketball coach Vicki Brown. 
Hellgate is playing Columbia 
Falls Friday at 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday Hellgate meets 
Havre at 7:30. Brown said she 
expects this year's Havre team 
to be better than last year's. 
"Last year we had no problems 
with Havre," said Brown. "This 
year we'll have to play well to 
beat them." 

"We'll have to try to stay up 
for the Havre game," said 
Brown, "especially since we'll 
be playing a hard game the day 
before." 

Hellgate's forward Nan Kuenzel keeps the ball away from a Big 
Sky player. Hellgate won the game that was played last Friday at 
Big Sky. 

Hellgate has a home game 
against Sentinel Thursday, Oc
tober 8 at 7:30. Brown hasn't 
seen Sentinel play yet. " I'm hop
ing to," said Brown, "and when 
I do, we'll then deal with the 
line of attack." 

" We can afford to give (Sen
tinel 's) Sharla Muralt a few 
points," said Brown. Hellgate 
has to stop Sentinel's Kelly Sax 
and Stacy Woolsey from scoring, 
according to Brown. 

ellen reynolds 

I finally got up enough cour
age to face the mob scene in the 
cafeteria. I wasted time wander
ing down the hall talking to 
friends and acquaintances. I put 
it off as long as I could, then fi
nally stepped inside the cafete
ria . Immediately someone 
bumped into me, spilling chili 
down my front. Then my knees 
buckled involuntarily as some
one slammed a chair behind my 
lrnees. Luckily there were so 
many people I couldn't fall. 

Turning to leave, I faced a de
termined mob bearing slowly 
but steadily towards me. I tried 
to squeeze between a crack in 
the mob's wall. Alas, I was 
caught and carried to the oppo
site end of the cafeteria. Seeing 
a chance to escape when the 
mob disintegrated, I sprinted to 
the cafeteria steps. At the edge 
of the steps, my elbow was 
grabbed, and I was forcefully 
turned around to face a red
faced , aggravated man. As he 
yelled at me and other students 
snickered, I percewed that he 
was an administrator acting as a 
JllOnitor. He finally lost his 
breath, and seeing my second 
chance of the day, I walked 
down the steps. I headed imme
diately to the closest door and 
rapidly left the building. Breath
ing the fresh air, I suddenl¥ felt 
the clammy chili. It smelled 
awful. As I ran home to change 
my clothes, I decided that never 
again would I enter the cafete
ria . .. 
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Brown thlllJ{S Hellgate will 
play well against Sentinel. " We 
want to beat Sentinel real bad," 
said Brown. " It'd mean a lot to 
them {Hellgate players). I know 
that the seniors have been beat 
by Sentinel in the last three 
years. We want to get back on a 

A nightmare of mine is when, 
during the worst winter blizzard, 
the cafeteria explodes .. People, 
food , and utensils flying upwards 
until the sky opens up and swal
lows them . As everybody 
watches , bits and pieces of 
people, food , and utensils fall 
lightly to the earth. It almost 
seems to be a premonition. 
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winning tradition." 
Brown said, " Sentinel's ·a 

weaker team this year. They 
don't have as much leadership in 
their guards as they did, because 
of graduation ." Brown also 
thinks that Hellgate has a strong
er bench and is deeper than Sen
tinel. 

Junior Karyn Ridgeway, tor
ward, said, "Sentinel has two or 
three very strong players. If we 
can stop those few, the rest of 
the team is weak and inexperi
enced. " 

Last year, Hellgate lost badly 
at Sentinel's home game. At 
Hellgate's home game, Hellgate 
lost by seven points. 

Brown said she plans to play 
pressure defense all game 
against Sentinel. Brown's not 
sure yet what they'll practice for 
the Sentinel game. 

"We are capable of winning," 
said Ridgeway. "It will probably 
be a close game. We're looking 
forward to it. " 

Brown said, "I really think 
that we can beat them. This is 
the first time in the last few 
years that we have the stronger 
of the two teams." 

Hellgate plays Kalispell Oct. 
10 at Kalispell at 7:30. "Every
one is supposedly stronger at 
home," said Brown. "Kalispell 
has an incredible record for win
ning at home, but we're confi
dent now that we can beat them, 
and it'll give us an edge in th~t 
respect." 

For practices preparing for 
Kalispell, Brown plans to stress 
presssure defense. "Thev played 
us man to man," said Brown. 
"They might play zone this next 
time, so we might spend more 
time on the zone. We'll work 
most on our press , because 
that's what hurt them (Kalispell) 
the most. " 

Brown said the shooting is a 
lot better that earlier this sea
son, though it's hard to tell with 
one game. Against Butte, Hell
gate shot 19 percent from the 
field . In the Kalispell game 
(September 17), Hellgate shot 
about 57 percent. 

Brown said, "Kim Heydon 
{senior) added strength to our 
bench at the Kalispell game." 
Heydon was out with a shoulder 
injury which happened in soft
ball late this summer. "She's 
still not at 100 percent," said 
Brown, "but about 75 percent. 
We'll work her slowly up to 100 
percent by divisionals." 

All of the upcoming games are 
important, according to Brown. 
Brown said, " We need to try to 
win every game - to keep build
ing our confidence , build 
momentum for divisionals, and 
win back people's confidence. 
People think it was a fluke that 
we beat Kalispell September 
17." 
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