
New .Equipment Manager Assumes Responsibilities 
By KATHY BODIN 

Sports Editor 
When a head coach is hired 

at HeUgate he usually has many 
various responsibilities, ranging 
from the important selection of 
athletes involved in his program 
to the care and maintenance of 
all _ the althletic equipment that 

is needed to develop a better 
team. 

This year the latter burden 
has been removed from the 
coach and placed upon one indi
vidual who is given the title of 
Knight equipment manager. 
The man fulfilling this position . 
at Hellgate is Bob Latrielle. He 

REALLY, I LIKE MY JOB, BUT . . . Mr. Bob Latrielle is 
the new Equipment Manager at Hellgate. He has the job of 
taking care of the athletic equipment used by the Knights. 
(photo by Nield Moffatt) 

is a 55-year old, retired rural 
letter carrier for the U.S. Postal 
Service, and a former Missoula 
County High School athlete. 

Mr. Latrielle cares - for all 
equipment used by Knight ath
letes, including football jerseys, 
towels, medical .supplies and 
many items that are necessary 
to produce an effective athletic 
program such as the one that 
presently exists at Hellgate. 

With the addition of Mr. La
trielle to the Knight staff, lock
er room management has taken 
on a new appearance. New 
shelves and equipment storage 
bins have improved the ar
rangement 100 per cent and Mr. 
Latrielle explained that Hell
gate football coach Vince Zim
mer has done a lot for the ath
letic program. 

Mr. Latrielle is enjoying his 
new position, and he comment
ed that,"l am really happy this 
opportunity came up for me 
and I enjoy working with the 
athletes and kids here at Hell
gate." 

Even though it has been a 
while since Mr. Latrielle was in
volved in a few athletic events 
himself, those students who at
tended MCHS back in the years 
of 1938-1941 probably won't for-

get who Bob Latrielle was. 
Mr. Latrielle was involved in 

athletics all four years of his 
high school career and in 1941 
he was voted the Most Valuable 
Athlete of Missoula County 
High School. He was the cap
tain center of his basketball 
team, played end in football 
and was a hurdler, high jumper 
and long jumper on a track 

· team which took the state title 
all four years he was a partici
pant. 

After he graduated in 1941, 
Mr. Latrielle attended the Uni
versity of Montana until he 
joined the Army and fought in 
World War II. He then began 
work for the postal service in 
1947 and retired in July of 1976. 

Mr. Latrielle explained the 
difference between athletic pro
grams now and the program he 
was involved in when he was a 
teenager." We had no girl ath
letes and the equipment was 
very poor compared to the pre
!.ent. There was no such thing 
as weight programs and the ath
letes are much better trained 
now," he commented. 

Mr. Latrielle comes from a 
sporting background, and his 
family shows every indication 
of his athletic tradition. He 

has five children, three boys 
and two girls. His son Mark was 
a 1972 graduate of Hellgate and 
still holds school records in the 
100, 200 and 440 yard dashes. 

Mr. Latrielle is an example of 
a fun-loving retired man, who 
refuses not to be involved in 
school athletics. His position at 

Hellgate is rewarding to him 
and most important to the indi
viduals he works with. He has 
taken a a tremendous burden 
off of Knight coaches. and as 
long as Mr. Latrielle is around 
everyone will be thankful for 
the job he does ; including the 
Hellgate Student body. • 

OH . . . I REMEMBER WHEN .. . Bob LatrieUe remem
bers back to the years when he was an athlete at Missoula 
County High. (photo by Nield Moffatt). 


