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Endrin levels dangerous to humans 
By Ian Moulding 
Editorial Writer . 

original results doctored so the EPA would not look two or three of these squirrels a day has a good chance 
bad? of ingesting a fatal dosage. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) seems 
to enjoy learning things the hara way. The EPA labeled 
endrin safe for use in the west and, just like DDT, is 
performing environmental impact studies while the bad 
news about the substance is pouring in. 

Endrin is a chlorinated hydrocarbon, which attacks 
the central nervous system. It is known to cause birth 
defects and cancer. 

This is where we get to the real heart of the matter. 
Since ducks, geese and grouse have all been found to 
contain dangerously high levels of endrin, should sports
men be allowed to hunt and eat these game birds? The 
risk of a person ingesting a lethal dose of endrin through 
migrating game birds is quite real. This risk was taken 
into consideration at a meeting of the Fish and Game 
Commission on Friday. 

Somehow it seems elementary that, since DDT has 
adverse side effects, a concentrated derivative would 
also have the same side effects. It's only logical. 

With this knowledge, the EPA had no objections to 
farmers spraying an estimated 120,000 acres in Montana 

a!one with the toxic substances. 

What is puzzling is this : On Sept. 4, the EPA reported 
endrin levels found in Canadian geese to be "well below 
the danger level" of three-parts-per-million. Then on 
Tuesday, Sept. 22, Gary Gingery, in charge of pesticide 
monitoring of the state agricultural department, report
ed that a second set of tests done on the same birds 
showed levels of endrin to be as high as .55 ppm, well 
above the danger level. 

Endrin was sprayed in eastern Montana to combat the 
army cutworm, which was threatening wheat crops. 
Sympothies are with the plight of the farmers, but if 
there are other substances available that will do the job 
without the risk, why not use them? 

This meeting was to decide whether or not hunting 
season would be opened in Montana this year. Although 
the results were not available at oress time, there will 
no doubt be much uproar no matter what the Commis
.sion decides. 

Dr. Lowell McElwen, a biologist for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and an endrin authority, said, "There 
are alternative materials that are not really as poisonous 
and are more selective (than endrin)." 

One suggestion that would almost work is a kill and 
throw away system, in which hunting season would be 
opened, but hunters would be advised to throw out all 
birds they shoot. Aside from the obvious, (what is the 
point of hunting. if you cannot eat the kill) this plan has 
a much greater fl;lw. What happened between the 4th and 22nd? Did these 

birds absorb more endrin through osmosis? Or were the 

A major controversy that is a result of endrin spraying 
is the effect on the food chain. Although one squirrel 
may not ingest enough endrin to kill it, a hawk who eats Endrin is very persistant, lingering in the soil for 12 to 

14 years. If the kill and throw away system was adopted, 
it would have to be implemented until 1995. O'Connor quality choice 

By Ann Naumann 
Assistant Features Editor 

On September 22, the Senate confirmed President Reagan's. ap
pointment of Sandra Day O'Connor as a candidate for assoctate 
Supreme Court Justice. With this action, Reagan's campaign 
promise to nominate a woman to the Suprem~ Court was not o~ly 
satisfied, but a highly qualified person was gtve~ the opportumty 
to serve in the country's highest court. 

pretzel logic 

Since 1789, when the U.S. judiciary system was established, all 
Supreme Court Justices have been exclusively male. As the 102nd 
Justice, Sandra Day O'Connor will be the first woman ever to be 
granted this honor. 

During his presidential campaign, Ronald Reagan was not an 
advocate for ERA beliefs. In an effort to attract the support of 
women's groups to his side, Reagan promised to appoint women 
~o important government posts, including a Supreme Court 
seat. Upon the vacancy of Justice Potter Stewart's position, Rea
gan's announcement of his appointment of O'Connor, as a 
woman, was expected. 

In the time that came between O'Connor's appointment and 
Congressional confirmation, conservatives denounced O'Conn~r 
for her affirmative vote on an abortion issue as a member of An
zona 's court system. Other groups questioned her ability en the 
basis Reagan used for her appointment. Some said that others 
more qualified were not considered simply because they were not 
women. 

With changes flying, O'Connor's professional validity as a Su
preme Court appointee has been overlook_ed: A gradua~e of Sta~
ford University Law School, a former maJonty leader m the Ari
zona Senate a former member of the Arizona House of 
Representati~es and a Justice of the Arizona Court of Appeals, 
O'Connor has had a career that is both distinguished and varied in 
nature. 

When Sandra Day O'Connor assumes her du~ies as a Supreme 
Court Justice, her appointment will be reco.g~~ as an tmpor
tant step for equal rights for all. Yet .more stgnif!can.tly,.as a Su
preme Court Justice she will be a highly effective JUsbce, who 
haooens to be a woman. 

ian moulding 
Good afternoon fellow inhabit

ants of Hellgate High. Today's 
lesson is going to deal with an 
ever present problem many high 
school students have : Not 
~nough time to get everything 
done. 

The secret to getting all your 
chores, homework and social ac
tivities accomplished is pre-plan
ning. Planning ahead makes 
things so much easier that it 
boggles the mind to think some
one wouldn't. 

Planning ahead though, can be 
trickier than it may seem. Some
times it is necessary to plot out 
or plan ahead how one wishes to 
plan ahead. But with a little 
practice, the studious high 
school scholar (like myself) can 
obtain maximum efficiency from 
their out-of-school hours, and 

-still have time left over for 
recreation. .. 

For example : Joe has a heavy 
date tonight, but he also has to 
mow the lawn, feed the dog, and 
do his homework (Chemistry, 
Algebra II, and history. ) Seems 

Treat yourself to something 
special 

Modern Dance for high school students 
Monday and Wednesday evenings. Classes 
begin October 5 at our new studio at 
114 W. Pine. Phone Karen Kaufmann 
721-4272 or Carmen Louseu 728-5189 

,. -
-~ ..... 

like a lot to do, doesn't it? But 
with careful pre-planning all this 
labor can be done and out of the 
way in no less than an hour. 

Here's how: 
Since Joe is a careful pre-plan

ner the first thing he does when 
he goes home is draw up a list. 

Joe's list : 
1. mow lawn 
2. feed dog 
3. do homework 
4. go out on hot date 
The next thing he does is 

revise his list to fit his time 
schedule. 

1. render lawn mower inopera- · 
ble with hammer 

2. get sister to feed dog 
3. don't do homework 
4. go out on hot date 
By deciding immediately that 

he would not do ~s homework, 
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Setting the Hellgate 
discus record 
this issue's Top Teen, 
Dan Tabish , has 
been in track three 
years and lettered 
each year. He has 

get his sister to feed the dog, 
and disable the lawn mower, Joe 
has saved precious time which 
he can now use to spruce up for 
his hot date. 

Next, Joe the pre-planner 
makes a list for his date : 

1. pick up hot date 
2. head towards kegger up 

Deer Creek 
3. pretend to run out of gas 
4. make date walk home when 

she slaps you 
5. proceed to kegger to pick al

ternate date 
Joe's priorities obviously lean 

towards his social life, namely 
girls. Your priorities may be dif
ferent, and the actual free time 
you have left over will vary from 
day to day. But figmi.ng out 
what you want to do before you 
do it, is always a good way to 
save time. 

played basketball for Dan T abish 
three years (lettered 
once), and football for three years (three 
letters). He is president of H-club, went to 
the 1981 Boys' State and is in the National 
Honor Society with a 3.75 GPA. He plans to 
go to college. Dan enjoys hunting, fishing, 
tennis and golf. 
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