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Exchange students see 'America from different angle 

Tore Haakonsson 
By Martha Roberts 
Editorials Editor 

Tore Haakonsson was tired of 
school in Denmark. So he took a 
break and came to the United 
States to try school for a year. 

A tall , very outgoing seventeen 
year old, Tore speaks English 
very well as he expresses his 
point of view. He came to Mon
tana to live with family friends, · 
and he said he likes it. 

" I've always liked mountains. 
In Norway there are mountains 
but no trees ." 

There are many differences 
between American and Danish 
schools, according to Tore. For 
one thing, students in Denmark 
don 't have the same classes 
every day. They switch off 
among 12 classes, and the sched
ule is different each week. Stu
dents also stay with the same 
"class" or group of people all 
day. 

Another difference is that only 
10-20 percent of all Danish stu
dents go on to high school. 
Every person is required to at
tend nine years of school, ac
cording to Tore. After the ninth 
or tenth grade, large examina
tions are given to students to 
test whether they are qualified 
to pass on to high school. Those 
that do not have high enough 
grades for high schoor can then 
decide to enter technical schools 
(for electricians, plumbers, etc.) 
or decide to do something else. 

Tests are also different in 
Denmark. While in school, a big 
test is given every semester. It 
covers everything studied that 
year. The tests are given on dif
ferent days, and one subject is 
covered each day. These written 
tests are six hours long. 

Then there are also oral exam
inations, where the student 
draws a slip of paper just before 
the test and discovers what he 
has to talk about in front of the 
examiners (teachers) . " Many 
people do well in daily work at 
school," Tore said, "but then 
break dowri under the pressure 
of a test. I do better on my tests 
than on my daily work. I can 
handle the pressure." 

After being at Hellgate for 
three or four weeks Tore has 
noticed some differences be
tween Danish and American 
teenagers: " First, " Tore said, 
"girls in Denmark don't paint 
themselves as much." They also 
wear pants more than most 
American girls do . 

Tore also feels school at Hell
gate is more formal in some 
ways than the one he went to in 
Denmark. " In Denmark if I 
didn 't feel like getting dressed 
up I could wear my army pants, 
no shoes, and an undershirt, and 
no one would notice. " He also 
explained that in Denmark he 
calls many of his teachers by 
their first names, "I have some 
good friends that are also my 
teachers." 

Tore has noticed generally a 
different relationship between 

. boys and girls here. "I couldn't 
have a girl as a friend as I could 
in Denmark," he said. "I could 
hug a girl in Denmark, and no
body would think anything of 
it. " 

Something that is very unlike 
the United States is the drinking 
age in Denmark. There isn't one. 
A five year old can buy alcohol 
at the store. "But you have to be 
older to go into a bar," Tore 
said. Denmark's laws are very 
strict, however, if a person is 
caught drinking and driving. 
Someone who gets in an acci
dent and is drunk could be 
jailed. 

Tore's view of American poli
tics is not necessarily positive. 
He said people in Denmark were 
afraid that when Reagan became 
president, he would spend a lot 
of money on the military. 
"Europe is afraid that the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union will fight a 
nuclear war in Europe and de
stroy it," Tore explained, "with
out harming their own countr
ies." 

Anders Roos 

By Martha Roberts 
Editorials Editor 

Traveling is something Anders 
· Roos, 18, from Sweden enjoys 
irnrilensely, so he decided to try 
living in the United States for a 
year and is now attending Hell
gate. · 

Anders is from a small village, 
Mariefred, about 40 miles from 
Stockholm. The village has about 
3,000 people in it and attracts 
many tourists, according to An
ders . "There is an old castle 
near the village that has a collec
tion of pictures of kings, and it is 
right on a lake which connects 
with the sea." 

He is staying with Daniel and 
Sandra Skiles as an exchange 
student. Anders ended up in 
Montana because that is where 
the government found a family 
which would give him a home. 

Students in Sweden start 
school when they are seven 
years old. They attent primary 
school for nine years, and then 
go on to high school if they wish. 
A high school student must 
choose a "line" or general field 
.he wants to study. There are 
technical lines which usually re
quire two years of study, and 
there are academic lines, most 
of which require three years of 
study and are continuous educa
tion for students going on to the 
university. Some lines are diffi
cult to get into. According to An
ders, biology which is his favor
ite field, is very competive be
cause so many students in Swe
den like that area of study. 

Over 80 percent of Swedish 
students go on to bigh school, 
according to Anders, and over 50 
percent of these students go to 
university. 

Swedish high schools do not 
have cheerleaders, drill teams, 
or pep assemblies. Anders 
laughs when he expresses his 
feelings abo.ut these customs. · 

''American teen-agers are 
more playful, less serious," An
ders said. " In Sweden teen-agers 
have the feeling they should be 
more mature." He said he likes 
the way American teen-agers act 
more carefree. 

Anders also noted another di{
ference between teen-agers in 
America and teen-agers in Swe
den. He said, " You're more sep
arated .into girls and boys. " 

Missoula seems big and alive 
to Anders. "I like the town be- · 
cause I've lived in villages all my 
life." He also likes the country 
and the mountains. 

One bad effect from American 
teen-agers' carefree attitude, An
ders noted, was that they are not 
generally interested in politics. 
" I don't think American teen
agers are concerned about 
what's going on in the world 
around them." He said he be
lieves that this is not good be
cause changes are often brought 
about by movements started by 
young people. Young people 
often have open minds and can 
see what is happening around 
them, Anders explained. 

Anette Petersen 

By Ian Moulding 

Senior Anette Petersen is the 
only female exchange student to 
attend Hellgate this year. She 
comes to us from Holbaek, Den
mark, a town a little smaller 
than Missoula. It is located 40 
miles west of Copenhagen. 

"School in Denmark", says 

Anette, "is less structured, less 
formal than school here. " This 
informality "makes school more 
interesting." Anette compared 
teachers in Denmark to social 
studies teacher Kermit Ed
munds adding, "some days a 
teacher just doesn't feel like 
teaching," and the class will 
have a group discussion on a 
topic of interest. 

One thing that American 
schools have over schools in 
Denmark is athletics . In Den
mark there are no school teams, 
there are however, local athletic 
clubs which compete in such 
sports as soccer, track, volley- . 
ball, badmitton and handball. "' 

Anette is an intelligent, self
confident girl , who is as pleasing 
to listen to as she is to look at. 
The only thing that gives her 
away as not being American is 
her accent, which takes you by 
surprise the first time you hear 
it. 

Teenagers in Denmark have a 
different way of socializing than 
American teens. Although alco
hol may be included in an even
ings entertainment, it won't be 
used to get drunk, but rather as 
a medium over which conversa
tion may take place. According 
to Anette, drugs are not a prob
lem in her home town, although 
hashish is not that uncommon in 
Copenhagen. 

Teens listen to rock music in 
Denmark just like in the U.S. 
Groups such as E.L.O., Boston, 
and Queen are very popular, and 
concerts are not unknown. 

Anette has strong political 
views, and very much dislikes 
our present administration . 
" Reagan is giving to much 
power to the rich, I wouldn't 
have voted for him." 

Anette expressed concern over 
the possibility of a nuclear war, 
and nuclear power. These topics 
bring out a bit of the radical in 
her, "If there was a nuclear 
power facility being built," said 
Anette, " I would demonstrate 
against it." 

In the past · 5 years or so, 
Anette has become increasingly 
interested in Art. "After col
lege," (comparable to our high . 
school), "I want to work with 
my hands. I would like to attend 
an art school." 

Chicken roosts at. Hell gate 
Throughout history people in costumes have made the 

public laugh. One of the things that makes it so success
ful is that no one knows who is in the costume. This en
ables the person in the costume to act without embar-
msment or inhibitions. 

1 

Hamms has a bear, McDonalds has a clown, San 
Diego has a chicken and so does Hellgate. There is a 
Hellgate Senior who is the KYLT Chicken. 

According to a spokeswoman for KYL T radio the 
Chicken has been around for about three years. The idea 
came from a radio station in San Diego who had made . 
their chicken famous as a promotional device. 

What follows is a view of what it's like looking from 
the inside out of the KYLT Chicken suit. 

For obvious reasons our interviewee wished not to be 
identified. We will refer to the person as "Ken." 

Ken said, " I got the job by going into the office and 
bugging them, telling them my name and that I wanted 
to be the chicken. They finally called me." 
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What does it take to be a successful chicken? "Doing 
stupid things. Nobody knows who I am so I can act as 
crazy as i want." said Ken. "Ken" has been a substitute 
chicken since August of this year. "~en" goes to para
des, games and fundraisers for publicity. "I am hoping 
that I will be in our Homecoming Parade." Ken said. 

Under the catagory of unusual experiences, "Ken" 
said " the Billings West football team kidnapped me and 
took me on their bus. Finally their coach rescued me 
from them," "Ken" added. 

"The best thing is that everything is so fun, especially 
when they don't know who you are. The worst is when 
the little kids come up and pull on my feathers. I had 
this one little boy who would't stop ramming his head 
into me." said "Ken." 

"Ken" has had pantomime and has alays been inter
ested in fine arts. How does "Ken" get ideas lor new 
things? "I just make up things as I go along.'' 


