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meef your teacher 
iames sylves~er 

By Mark McMillan 
Jim Sylvester has taught chemistry 

at Hellgate for the last 17 years. 
Sylvester was born and raised in 

Redwing, Minnesota. He attended 
high school there until his junior year 
when he dropped out. He later gradu
ated from the University of Minne
sota. He also taught at the University 
of Minnesota for three years, after he 
graduated. Sylvester said he has 

taught Physics and Math in addition to Chemistry. He said that he 
picked Chemistry because it was easy for him. 

Sylvester has ·also worked as a carpenter and a contractor, working 
mainly in residential construction. 

Sylvester's teaching philosophy is simply, "I hear and I forget, I 
see and I remember, I do and I understand." 

He enjos hiking, fishing, riding his motorcycle and hunting in his 
spar~ time. 

call'em 
mason mitchell 

There are various aspects of a 
high school education which are 
not included in the curriculum 
and yet are very beneficial to the 
student body. One of these 
aspects is meeting a good cross 
section of people. Hellgate can 
most definately offer this oppor
tunity. 

Here, at Hellgate, we have ev
erything from airheads and pins 
to brains and jocks, including ev
erything in between. To be sure 
that no one gets these categories 
mixed up and to help further 
your education in high school, I 
have devised a guide to "people 
identification" at Hellgate: 

PINS: are usually freshmen. 
They constantly say and do stu
pid things, only they are not 
aware of this fact. These actions 
are commonly refered to as 
" pinning out". Pins look and 
dress accordingly. They wear 
high-waters, part their hair . on 
the side, button the top button 
of their shirt, wear dress socks, 
and never pop their zits. The 
term "pin" is derived from " pin
head" which refers to someone 
who possesses a pointed head. 
"Pencilhead" and "conehead" 
are other common terms used to 
describe the pin. 

AIRHEADS : are female pins. 

However in the airhead catego
ry, lack of brain cells comes into 
play. Normally, when near an 
airhead, a faint hissing sound 
can be heard. This sound is the 
result of air escaping from the 
ears to equalize the pressure be
tween the inside and outside of 
the skull. This is a continuous 
process because there is always 
more air inside the skull than 
outside. Airheads have a vacant 
look in their eyes and will laugh 
at anything. Also, when you 
make fun of an airhead, they do 
not catch on right away. How
ever, when they do catch on, air
heads get very angry. I should be 
safe for about one week after 
this article appears. 

DIRTHEADS: can be associ
ated with the "out back crowd" 
at Hellgate. Dirtheads do not 
practice personal hygiene and 
thus a greasy build-up develops 
on their hair. They wear "Hash 
Jeans" which have not been 
.washed since their purchase in 
1976. Dirtheads are immune to 
hot and cold weather and are 
often seen wearing down coats 
during the summer and T-shirts 
during the winter. Dirtheads 
smoke cigarettes and are a carry 
over from the "greasers" of the 
ffties. 

Outback crovvd, just people relaxing 
By Michelle Campbell 
Staff Writer ·. 

Given the items : smoking, drugs, long hair and 
hanging out, the typical student would probably 
think of a greaser, dirthead, or hippie. At least 
they would if they were from Hellgate High 
School. 

Everyone knows about the section of the school 
grounds where the "greasers" hangout. These stu
dents can usually be seen between classes and es
pecially during the lunch time. They go behind 
.the school building so they can do what they 
want. A majority of these people smoke cigarret
tes back there, some allegedly are even into a lit
tle marijuana. 

five of these girls had tried pot or another drug 
before, but didn't do it all the time and never be
tween classes or on their lunch time. Another 
sophomore said all you have to do is walk to the 
end of the block and you can always get a joint if 
you want. There are really a lot of students smok
ing pot. 

The name greaser or dirthead is often given to 
these students. In reply to that attitude on.e soph
omore girl said, " I think it's stupid, the jocks 
drink and more than baH do drugs." Jocks and 
greasers become one without labels, they party 
together, so the greasers said, and "no one really 
gives a damn who does what." 

Five girls, all freshmen and sophomores, talked 
about their feelings of being part of the outback 
crowd. One girl said she smoked because of 
nerves, and had since her dad died. Another said 
it rel1U[ed her. Most were in agreement that it re
laxed them between classes. 

A lot of the students said their teachers knew 
what they were all about and rarely said anything 
to them. In fact, although other students are 
quick to criticize behind their backs, not very 
often does anyone say anything to thier faces. 

When asked why they hang out across the 
street, all replied, they have friends over there, 
people to talk with during their breaks. Everyone 
.iust gets together to talk and goof off. 

The girls said they knew of a lot of people who 
got high between classes and at lunch. One sopho
more said "I bet baH of Hellgate is on drugs" . All 

STONIES: are not to be con
fused with dirtheads. Not all sto
nies are dirtheads and vice
versa. Stonies can also be associ
ated with the "out back crowd" 
at Hellgate but instead of to
bacco in their cigarettes they 
have a green, dried, leafy sub
stance and smoke three to four 
pounds of it per week. Theil: 
eyes are always bloodshot and 
they only attend classes once a 
month to make drug deals. They 
use the word " man" a lot but 
they never say "let's get 
stoned". Instead, they say "let's 
get fried". Also, stonies are the 
only people at Hellgate who can 
really understand chemistry and 
do the 'Rubik's Cube" without 
looking. 

BRAINS: have absolutely no 
social life and would die before 
missing a day of school. Brains 
do three to four hours of home
work per night and their idea of 
a good time is paging through 
the dictionary to find words that 

· they do not already know. 
Brains carry around a pile of 
books that weigh as much as 
they do, but they still have to 
copy off of stonies' papers in 
chemistry class. 

CHEERLEADERS: are walk-

ing smiles with large chests. You 
can consider a cheerleader with 
half a brain as being gifted. Put 
some cheerleading uniforms on 
them and they begin to act like 
Chip and Dale. 

JOCKS: wear lettermen's 
jackets. They walk like they are 
at a disco and would not dare to 
be seen carrying books down the 
hall. Instead, they have -a pin 
carry their books (or a cheer
leader) . Jocks only speak to 
coaches and cheerleaders and 
ninety percent of their conversa
tion centers around last week's 
game. Jocks have extraordinarily 
strong necks to carry their big, 
fluid-filled heads, and it is al
ways the "refs" fault when they 
goof up. 

DUDES: wear party shirts and 
have very active social lives. 
They smile all of the time and 
their hair is never messy. Dudes 
slit their straight-leg jeans up 
the side and wear "last seasons" 
expensive basketball shoes or 
leather boots. They always wear 
clean socks and underwear and 
have "Rainbow" design wallets. 
Dudes never get zits and they 
look as though they never ex
hale. 

...-- ..... ~ 

Stereotyping is a common 
practice at Hellgate and I would 
like to point out that I am totally 
against it. People . with small 
nlinds use stereotyping to cate
gorize people and this method is 

often faulty and inaccurate. My 
"people identification guide" is 
much more accurate and de
pendable than stereotyping and 
if used correctly, it can be very 
beneficial to your education at 
Hellgate. Also, if this guide is 
used, no one can accuse you of 
having a small mind. Unless, of 
course, you are a pin. M.M. 
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CAFETERIA 
CRUNCH? 

i TRY 
I HANSENS I 

• B.Y.O.B. I 
/" Buy a "', 

1 Double Burger ., 
_,t and et next for '-, 

I 1 ' 

~===== FOR LUNCH! i 
(Build Your Own Bun) § 

5 - Choose Any Combination 5 
5 -Salami - Ham - Turkey 5 

,_\ 2 price j 
' . ·-' ------ ... ------

1256 W. Broadway 5 - Beef - Swiss - 5 
5 Cheddar - Mozzarella 5 
~ : 519 S. Higgins I - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -i 5 = = .HIIIUI-RIIIHIIIIIIIIIUIIUIIUUIIIIII-


