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Knights lose to Big Sky; prepare for Sentinel 
By Monte Bryant 
Sports Editor 

The Hellgate Knights suffered their fifth loss of the 
season in six outings as cross-town rival Big Sky de
feated the Knights 7-6, in Western Division AA football 
action Friday. 

With the Eagles leading 7-0 with just minutes to play 
in the final quarter, Hellgate senior quarterback Dan 
Tabish drove the Knights 80 yards to score a touchdown. 
A 39-yard pass play to senior wide receiver Kelly Lin
coln, to pull the Knights within one. With only 1:33 in 
the game, the Knights decided to go for two. The play 
was a quarterback sneak up the middle by Tabish, who 
was stopped just short of the goal line by the Eagle de
fense. 

The next contest for the Knights will come this Friday 
night, when the Knights travel to Kalispell to take on 
the Braves. 

It sure has been a long time since the Hellgate 
Knights have beaten their long time cross-town rival the 
Sentinel Spartans, nine long years to be exact. 

"Well I think they (Hellgate) are a better football 
team than what their record says they are," said Sen
tinel head football coach Gene Leonard. "It's an emo-
tional g~me for the kids." · 
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we have to stop Tabish." 
Leonard said if there was one weakness that his foot

ball team had, it would have to be having to rely on the 
big play too much to win football games. He also said 
that his Sentinel ball club has yet to put together a good 
consistant drive against any ball club. 

In order for Hellgate to do well against Sentinel and 
be able to move the football, Troxel plans to put the ball 
up in the air more than usual. 

Troxel does think that Sentinel has the size difference 
but said that his Hellgate squad has improved · greatly 
defensively. · 

"I would really like to win," said Sentinel senior Josh 
Klucewich, "I don't want to lose and see our nine year 
win streak stopped." 

Hellgate senior Scott Smith said, "If we win, it could 
turn our whole football program around at Hellgate." 
He added, "We better beat them." 

Sentinel senior Jerry Erickson said, "I really want to 
win because it will mean we have beaten Hellgate for 
ten years straight, · and that means something to the 
whole team." 

Hellgate senior Darwin Ernst said, "I just want to win 
it for Mr. Harbaugh." 

Scott Moe # 19 

John Moderie # 72 Hellgate battles Sentinel a week from Friday at 7:30 at MCHS Stadium. The Knights will try to 
stop Sentinel's nine year winning streak. 

"It's the most Important game all year," said Hellgate 
head football coach Van Troxel, "it has been a thorn in 
Hellgate's side for nine years now." 

If there was one thing that both teams have in com
mon, it would have to be, to stop one key player for 
both sides. For Sentinel, it would have to be senior run
ning back Scott Moe. 

"We have to count on Scott Moe for yardage and to 
help run our offense," said Leonard. 

Moe leads the state in rushing with an average of 125 
yards per game. Moe is also known around the state for 
his passing and receiving ability too. 

"If we can stop Scott Moe we have a very good 
chance of winning the football game or at least keeping 
the football game close," said Troxel. 

In order for Hellgate to have any success against Sen
tinel, it would have to rely on senior quarterback Dan 
Tabish. 

"Dan is a very important player to our team. Our 
whole offense is centered around Dan. He's the one that 
makes it go," Troxel added, "What ever our offense 
does, it's because of Dan Tabish." 

Leonard agrees with Troxel, "We may have an advan
tage in numbers and size, but in order to beat Hellgate 
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Hellgate senior Todd Fisher reflected his thoughts of 
what the game means to him. "I used to go to Sentinel. 
I knew all the people on their football team. I think 
since I left they have been a bunch of snobs. I want to 
beat them really bad to show them that we are just as 
good or .better." He added, "Scott Moe, Bruce Madson 
and Mike Cogar used to be my friends. Now when we 
play them, they are all going to be c;tead." . 

Hellgate senior John Moderie said, "I really don't 
want to see it go to ten years. It would be nice to beat 
them since this is my last year of football." 

Sentinel senior Scott Moe said, "I don't care what 
people say about the game. When Hellgate and Sentinel 
get together, you forget about the records and you for
get about the team that is favored, because it doesn't 
matter, anyone can win. The victory is up for grabs." 

"No way we will take this game lightly. It's very im
portant to get mentally ready. We will approach the 
game the same as any other game. The record doesn't 
matter," Troxel said. "Hellgate and Sentinel is a big 
tradition. Sentinel has had a mental block over Hell
gate." He_ added, "I'm really excited for the game. We 
have nothing to lose and everything to gain." 


