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fire alarm pulling dangerous 
By Julie Burk 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

For the past couple of years, 
Hellgate has been plagued with a 
very dangerous and annoying 
problem. It seems that some stu
dents just can't restrain them
selves from the joy of pulling the 
fire alarms located around the 
school. 

Granted, this may not seem to 
be a major problem to some, but 
if one stops and considers it he 
will realize what a serious prob
lem it really is. Take for ex
ample, last year's fire in the 
annex. Everyone had been con
ditioned to expect it to be a false 
alarm, so students and teachers 
did not immediately leave the 
building. 

Furthermore, these false 
alarms are not only dangerous 
but irritating and disruptive. 

· They seem to happen all the 
time, so we sit in our classes 
wondering if we should get up or 
not. Dw:ing the time we sit won-

Peer tutoring beneficial to students 
By Julie Burk 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

In the past, Student Senate has 
had a reputation of doing noth
ing worthwile. However, this is 
about to change. Student Feder
ation Vice President Kim Card 
has suggested a peer tutoring 
service, for students in need of 
academic help. This is a very 
good idea for several reasons. 

Although students can get help 
from teachers, they sometimes 
feel intimidated by the teacher 
because the teacher often as
sumes that the student knows 
more than he does. And, when 
the student does ask for help, 

the teacher often explains In 
terms beyond the student's com
prehension. 

Furthermore, students in need 
of help may feel more comfort
able having another student help 
them rather than a teacher. 
Often students are able to ex
plain something better, because 
they too, have most likely been 
confused and know how to bring 
things into focus . 

Moreover, due to the six pe
riod day, it is often difficult for 
students to get together with a 
certain teacher. H a large num
ber of students agree to tutor, 
chances are that it would be eas-

pretzel logic. 
ian moulding 

Have you ever wondered who 
those people are on T.V. com
mercials? The ones who are al
ways talking about their berner-

. roids or tampons, or how white 
their laundry ;is? Do they really 
think we care about their laun
dry, or what kind of junk they 
spread on their aching poster-
iors? · 

Lets face it, nobody wants to 
hear about someone else's prob
lems, expecially when the prob
lem is something like diarrhea, 
indigestion, or stinkfoot. Why do 
those total strangers insist on 
tormenting us with their disgust
ing ailments, and always at din
ner ·time. 

I bet this has happened to 
you: you sit down with the fam
ily to eat dinner, switch on the 
T.V. and see a lady blowing her 
nose int9 a rubber bag, at there
quest of some weirdo in a suit 

and tie? Does he get off watch
ing her do this, and does he 
really think I'm going to want to 
eat my creamed spinach after I 
witness this event? 

Some commercials just don't 
make any sense, like ads for 
pimple medication. None of the 
kids ever have any zits, what do 
they need the stuff for? If they 
showed some geek with a face 
full of oozing blemishes, you'd 
pay anything for their product so 
you wouldn't look like that. 

The most unconvincing kind of 
ads are the ones where they 
have an "average consumer" 
compare rival products. You 
know the moron is going to pick 
stuffing over potatoes, or marga
rine over butter every time. "We 
asked this man which he prefers, 
com flakes or new shredded 
cardboard, and which do vou 

ier to find at least one person 
who could tutor when the stu
dent wanted to be tutored. 

According to Card, Senate 
would simply act as the organiz
ers of the service. No required 
qualifications would be neces
sary regarding who woul~ be 
able to do the tutoring - anyone 
who feels that he may be of 
some help to someone may 
tutor. Likewise, anyone who 
wants help can get it. 

Therefore; considering that 
this would be a highly beneficial 
service, Semite should get down 
to business and quickly put this 
program into effect. 

think he picked ... ?" The card
board of course. 

Try this sometime, put your
sell in a commercial and see 
how you would act. For ex
ample, you come home from 
school only to find that your dog 
has chewed up your record col
lection. "I'm gonna kill you!" 
You scream. Suddenly, from out 
of nowhere you hear, "Say 
what's wrong caffine bothering 
you?" It's ol' Robert Young of 
Father Knows Best fame, but 
what's he doing in your bed
room, who let him in? Would 
you act like a person in a com
mercial and start discussing 
coffee, or would you tell this 
joker to get out of your house 
before you call the cops, espe
cially since you don't drink 
coffee. Sorry Rob, better luck 
next time. 

dering, the school could bum 
much faster than we could get 
out considering the delay. Since 
Hellgate is very old, it is more 
susceptible to fire than a newer 
building with modem fire sys
tems. 

Something should obviously be 
· done about the problem. First of 
all, the fire alarms could be en
closed in a glass case. This might 
not stop potential alarm pullers 
completely, but it at least would 
act as a deterrent. As the system 

·. is right now, it's verv easy to 
:pull an alarm and run away. 
But, if they were enclosed, 

people might stop to think of the 
consequences and by then the 
chances of someone seeing them 
would be greater. 

Next, a reward· system could 
be established. A box could be 
put in the Central Office and 
anyone who saw someone pull
ing an alarm could identify the 
person. It could work something 
like crime stoppers. 

No matter what, this obnox
ious problem should be stopped 
so we can reconditon ourselves 
to react promptly -to an alarm 
and thus save ourselves from the 
possibility of a fire. 

''I HAVE A FRIEND 
WHO ... '' 

My friend had intercourse during her period and then didn't 
have her next period. Is it possible to get pregnant on your 
period? 

A.K., Missoula 

Yes, it is possible for your friend to have gotten pregnant
but it's pretty unlikely. A woman can get pregnant whenever 
she releases an egg (ovulates). which is usually 14 days before 
her next expected period . And that's the tough part, because 
most women don't know exactly when their next menstrual 
period will come. 

Your friend can get more information about ovulation and 
Natural Family Planning from her doctor or Missoula Planned 
Parenthood. 

***** 
My friend had sex for the first time this last weekend, and she 
didn't use anything for birth control. Is there any chance that she 
could be pregnant on just the first time? 

R.5., Missoula 

Yes, a woman can get pregnant anytime she has unprotected 
sexual intercourse-including the first time. In fact, statistics say 
that one-fifth of all teenage pregnancies occur within the first 
month of sexual activity-and half occur within six months. 
While your friend may not be pregnant this time, she needs to 
remember that, over a year's period, she has a 4-out-of-5 
chance (80% likelihood! of getting pregnant. 

***** 
I 'm writing a paper for class on reproduction and birth control, 
and I need to know what method is used most often by 
teenagers? 

Anonymous, Lolo 

The most frequently used method of birth control is one we 
don't think about too often-it's abstinence, or just plain not 
having sexual intercourse. This is also the only available method 
that is 100'%. effective-all the rest of the methods of contracep
tion are less than 100% efiective, including the Pill , which is cur
rently the second most popular method . 

***** 
If you h~ve friends who'd like to h~ve their questions 
~nswered in this column, nil Mlssoul~ Pl~nned P~renthood 
~t 728-0701; or m~il it to usn 2002 Reserve, Missoul~; MT 
59801. All questions will be kept confldenti~l. 


