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Comic book collecting: not just for kids an:.!y:;m;;o~r ~g 

There is an underground cult in Mis
soula (When Dr. Donald Blake strikes his 
wooden walking stick upon the ground, it 
becomes the mystic hammer Mjolnir -
and the lame physician is transformed 
into the Norse God of Thunder, Master of 
the Storm, Lod of the Living Lightning, 
and heir to the throne of eternal Asgard.) 
pusuit for children from the ages of 6 to 
13, the Comic Magazine. 

dave andrew 
guest columnist 

One of my favorite subjects is Comic 
Boo~s and whenever the subject surfaces 
in conversation (usually prompted by 
myself. ) Someone will almost invariably 
ask why I read them. Now within the past 
few weeks I have closely examined this 
question and I have found that you can't 
trust anyone that " reads" comic books. 
What I mean is people do not buy comics 
just to look at the words, people read the 
words as a part of illustration. In this 
manner comics most closely resemble 
movies in their presentation of story and 
plot line. But even better than a movie, in 
a comic book, you can go back and stop 
anywhere you want (this is what I enjoy 
about comics). 

Still Missou}.ians are not turning out in 
droves to buy the newest shipment of
Thor or X-Men the very minute they hit 
the newsstand, but there are those of us 
who do. Now you may ask what would de
scribe the "average" person who actively 
seeks out a comic book with the intent of 
buying one (OR two or three). Very good 
question, and I asked Becky Haddad of 
Holiday Village's The Book Exchange, to 
explain more, "Really the kind of people 
that come in looking for comic books are 
from every age group and profession." 

Yes the "Cult" ("Cult referring to those 
of us who need a new comic.) that is buy
ing comics draws members form almost 
every walk of life, doctors , lawyers, stu
dents and secretaries. In a phrase, "There 
ain't no animal called "The Average 
Comic Buyer." 

One member of the "Cult" is Jim Ball 
director of Leisure Services at The Uni
versity of Montana, who considers his 
comic collection as an artistic study. 

" For myself the art is generally more 
important than the story," says Ballwhile 
thumbing through a stack of Conan the 
Barbarian. Ball who not only collects 
comics but also original and limited edi
tion art of comic book heros, views the 
money spent on comic books as an invest
ment, saying, " Don't invest in anything 
you don't like." 

For the serious comic collector purchas
ing rare. editions can only be considered 
an emmense investment. This fact be
comes painfully clear when you thumb 
through a Comics Price Guide: 

Superman, number 2, reprint 1941, 
Good condition, $275. 

Captain America, number 2, reprint 
1940, good condition, $350. 

Batman, number 1, reprint 1939, mint 
condition, $2400. 

Obviously if you want to pick a couple 
of these you may have to sell an oilwell or 
two. 

Even with the prices reaching into the 
hundreds of dollars for rare and old com
ics, comic collecting is still big business. 
Says Becky Haddad of the Missoula area, 
"There are never enough comics to supply 
the demand." 

Yes friends comics aren't just for kids 
anymore. Though at times my own men
tal stability has been called into question. 

Bob Dylan; a born-again poet turned traitor 
By Andrea Dixon 
1\ssistant Fine Arts Editor 

There was a man who became the voice of a 
generation which dared to speak out against obvi
ous wrongs which before had slipped past unchal
lenged. This man wrote beautiful lyrics of lonli
ness, sorrow, isolation and love. He verbalized a 
new wanting of peace and individualism with ly
rics like ; 
"Whatever colors you have in your mind I'll 
show them to you and you'll see them shine 
lay, lady, lay 
Lay across my big brass bed" 

Then somewhere down the line Bob Dylan 
turned traitor, and it's destroyed his music. 

His lyrics are smug and self-righteous, virtually 
to the point of being unlistenable. 

Suddenly he insults the people he spoke for, the 
people who loved him and befriended him. 

Possibly the worst lyrics Dylan ever wrote are 
contained in the song ."Man Gave Names To All 
The Animals" 

"He saw milk coming out/ but he didn't 
know how /he said, " I think I'll call it a 
cow .. . " 

Not only are the lyrics bad, they're not ex
actly accurate. According to this same song, griz
zly bears howl. 

However, not all his new songs are that horri
ble. " Do Right to Me (Do unto Others)" and 
"Serve Somebody," both off Slow Train Coming, 
and " Every Grain of Sand" off Shot of Love are 
the least objectional. 

Songs that are religious in nature need not be 
ugly. Many of Arlo Guthrie's songs for example, 
are religious in nature, but there's none of this 
" I've got religion, you still need to be saved" su
periority that Dylan has. 

In "Precious Angel" off Slow Train Coming, 
Dylan states that all his old friends are dammed, 
but because he's got religion, he's safe. In the 
next track, " I Believe In You" he states ; that he's 
been rejected by his· friends . Well what does he 
expect? 

It isn't pleasant to hear a man try to verbally 
destroy old friends ; condemn them to hell unless 
they too become Born Again Christians. 

There is nothing wrong with religion, but this 
holier-than-thou attitude ; this destruction of old 
friendships because of new found religious biases, 
is ugly and shallow. Like the Moral Majority, he 
would condemn any man and not think twice. " If 
you do not think as I think, worship as I worship, 
speak as I speak, then you are different. If you 
are different, you are damned." It is this same at
titude that Dylan once fought against. 

What happened to that great blues musician, 
that poet who was the voice of the common man? 
The one who so brilliantly caught emotion with 
harmonica, guitar, and voice? 
"Has anybody seen my old friend Dy
lan/can you tell me whP.rP he's gone?" 

Roger Ingersoll 
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