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Richard Hugo's Death -and the Good Life a complete success 
Richard Hugo's debut in fiction Death and the Good Life is nothing 

short of incredible. 
The story starts.in Plains, Montana, with one detective, AI Barnes 

and five brutal axe murders. 
Barnes becomes a hero when he single-handedly tracks down the psy

copathic killer. Then he realizes one of the murders - that of Robin 
Tingey- doesn't fit, and Barnes finds himself up against a killer clever 
enough to have hidden murder within murder. 
andrea dixon 
book review 

Barnes traces the murder baek to a high school party that took place 
almost 20 years ago, where a young girl was killed. The prime suspect 
was Vic Meducci, the girl's date. The key witness - Robin Tingley. 
Meducci was acquitted, and for almost 2 decades the case remained un
solved. 

Barnes travels the Northwest, questioning the survivors of the party. 
Some live the "good life" others live on the fringes of the law. 

They all have not only different accounts of what happened at the 
party, but of what happened at the triaL And anyone of them could be 
the killer. 

Hugo is able to meld his own love for baseball, small Montana towns 
and their bars, with Barnes and the mystery at hand. In fact these three 
things are crucial to the solving of both the psycopath's murders and the 

Tingley murder. 
Another thing Hugo uses to its fullest, is sex. Sex plays a key role 

throughout the book. It is important in varying degrees to all the major 
characters. Indeed, some kill because of it. 

However, it is not the good story line and well-oiled plot, which make 
Hugo's latest so incredible. 

Hugo, a native Montanan, has an obvious love for the state. and un
derstanding of this is apparent throughout Death and the Good Life. 
The descriptions of Montana are not your typical "nature" descriptions. 
There are no chubby bear cubs in playing in sun-dappled fields, no 
purple mountains majesty. Instead ... . 

"April is the cruelest month my ass. Oh, I know rebirth is an illusion, 
and we are all growing older no matter what the lilacs say. But in Mon
tana the months that break their promises aren't nearly as cruel as 
those that keep theirs. " 

This book was written by a poet, an extremely talented poet. The 
words are beautifully cut and shaped. They are stripped to bone, with 
nothing extra or unneeded left. 

Death and the Good Life is a very good book, however, it is also a 
very expensive book. So far, it's out only in hardcover for $10.95. For 
sworn Hugo freaks it's an absolute must, but those who are not familiar 
with his ~Titing and may not like it should wait for Death and the Good 
Life to come out in paperback. 

Missoula Museum presents Mission Events exhibit 
By Andrea Dixon 
Assistant Fine Arts Editor 

The Missoula Museum of the 
Arts (MMA) will have a number 
of exhibits on display. The exhi
bits will be on display through 
October, and will be commemo
rating the Mission Event in 
Mllntana. 

Showing at the MMA Bldg, 
East Pine & P:~ttPP.: THE 

"WILDERNESS KINGDOM" 

PAINTINGS OF NICOLAS 
POINT S.J. On loan from the 
Oregon province Archives of 
the Society of Jesus and the 
Museum of Native American 
Cultures, Spokane, Wash. 
Showing at the Gallery of 
Visual ltts, UM : NATIVE 
AMERICAN ART Selections 
from the UM collection 
HISTORIC AND CONTEM
PORY PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
MONTANA THE PEOPLE 

AND- THE MISSION COM
MUNITIES From the collec
tions of The National Park 
Service; Department of lnter
oir; Smithsonian Institution; 
Montana Historical Society; 
Bureau of Catholic Indian 
Missions The Catholic 

Research Center, Lodge Grass 
MT., The Chancery, Diocese 
of Helena; Oregon Province 
Archives of the Society of 
Jesus: the Uruline Academy, 

One of many photos to be exhibited at the Missoula Mueseum of the Arts is this early 
1900's baseball team, comprised of Catholic American Indians in western Montana. 

Great Falls MT the Montana 
Missions and Private collec
tions. 
REPORTS OF 
ARCHEOLOGICAL EX-
CAVATIONS AT ST. 
MARY'S MISSION Stevens
ville, MT Conducted by the 
Dept. of Anthropology UM 
Showing at the Fort Missoula 
Historical Museum: VOYA
GES AUX MONTAGENES 
ROCHEUSES (Voyages to 

A 
L 
B 
E 
R 
T 

the Rocky Mountains) A 
record of Fr. Jean DeSmet's 
journeys to Montana in 1840 
and 1841. Documents and ar
tifacts from the Archives and 
Special Collections, Washing
ton State University, Pull
man, Washington; Oregon 
Province Archives of the So
ciety of Jesus and the 
Museum of Native American 
Cultures Spokane, Washing
ton. 
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