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Legal defense group seeks aid
Missoula Legal Defense Asso

ciation, a group of citizens who 
have filed lawsuits against the 
MCHS Board of Trustees and Of
fice of Public Instruction are 
having financial difficulties.

In efforts to get revenue for 
legal fees, the organization is 
sponsoring two showings of the 
film “Heartland.”

The Legal Defense Association 
was formed June 7 after trustees 
walked out of a school board 
meeting only three minutes after 
it began.

“We decided to form the 
group to find legal means to end 
the teacher’s strike,” said asso
ciation member Robert Ream.

The group has presently filed

loyal ride
Last week's homecoming festivities ended with the Homecoming 
Parade on Saturday where (from left ot right) royalty Junior 
Prince John Engen, Senior King Dan Tabish and Senior Queen Kim 
Heydon rode on the royalty car. More photos on page 5.

Student finds big $ in 
garbage near school

A large sum of money found by a Hellgate student is 
under investigation by the police.

Sergeant Gary Lancaster of the Missoula Police Department 
said the money, which amounted to a few thousand dollars 
was found in a garbage can “in close proximity of the Hellgate 
High School.”

“We assume the money was from a robbery and are trying 
to identify where it originated from,” said Lancaster.

Hellgate Assistant Principal Ken Colbo said the student who 
found the money had mentioned the fact in class and a teacher 
overheard the conversation and reported it to school admin
istration.

The police think the money was stolen and are considering 
many recent robberies both in state and out-of-state.

“People just don’t throw hundreds of dollars around,” said 
Lancaster. “If no one claims and can legally prove it is their 
money at the end of one year, the original finder can petition 
through the courts to obtain the money.”

Police have requested that the amount of money, location of 
its discovery and the name of the student who found it be 
withheld pending further investigation.

two lawsuits. One is against the 
MCHS Board of Trustees, who 
alledgedly violated the open 
meeting law.

The legal defense association 
said that the decision to close 
the schools was made at a closed 
meeting that should have been 
open to the public.

The second suit is against the 
Office of Public Instruction, and 
State Superintendent Ed Argen- 
bright, in an attempt to obtain 
the 1.3 million in state funds 
that MCHS forfeited because 
students did not attend the 180 
required days of school.

Missoula lawyer Dan Kemmis, 
representing the group said the 
Legal Defense Association inter
preted the statute as saying that

only the elementary level as hav
ing to forfeit state money if they 
didn’t meet the required amount 
of days.

Ream said the money needed 
by the Legal Defense Associa
tion would support legal actions 
and pay attorney fees.

"We need to raise around five 
or six thousand dollars,” he said.

The association will sponsor 
the movie “Heartland” which 
will be shown Nov. 1 at the 
Wilma theater. The movie, fil
med in Montana, will have two 
showings, at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Tickets are $5 for the 2 p.m. 
showing and $10 for the evening 
show with a reception after the 
later show.

Putting the brakes on teen driving
By Andy £ary
News Editor

Abolishing high school driver’s 
education classes and restricting 
teen-agers to driving only during 
daytime hours are two proposed 
measures to save lives, accord
ing to an insurance research 
group.

The Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety said half the 
deaths of Americans aged 16 to 
19 are motor vehicle accidents, 
with over 50 percent of the acci
dents occuring at night, alcohol 
being a major contributor.

One suggestion by the insur
ance research group, is to raise 
the legal drinking age to 21 and 
raise the legal driving age to 18. 
Another recommendation was to 
change state licensing laws so 
teen-agers will be prohibited to 
driving at night.

Teen-age drunk driving is a na

Proof of insurance 
required for drivers

As of the first of the month, all drivers are 
being required to have in the car, with their reg
istration, a proof-of-insurance card. This card 
states that the driver of the vehical has vaild in
surance.

In July of 1979, the Montana State Legislature 
required all drivers to have liability insurance. 
Now two years later, the legislature and the In
surance Commissioner’s Office has decided to try 
something stricter. “They needed stricter rules,” 
said a representative of the Sharkey Insurance 
Center.

“The reason for the insurance card is to protect 
the driver of the car. If someone were to hit you, 
and then you found out that person didn’t have in
surance or didn’t have the money to pay for the 
damages, you’d be out of luck. So this is for the 
protection of you. So it will be less of a finacial 
burden and you won’t have to suffer the loss,” 
said Lynn Wright of Wright Insurance.

The penalty for not having orte of these cards, is 
a fine of up to $250. The minimum fine is set on 
the circumstance.

Montana has been one of the last states to have 
a law requiring mandatory insurance. In Idaho 
the agencies report to the police if a driver is not 
keeping up with their insurance. When the New 
York Highway Patrol receives a report they go to 
that person’s house and remove the license plates 
from the car. New policy holders will receive the 
forms from their insurance agencies. The drivers 
that already have insurance will receive the cards 
in the mail.

tional epidemic, according to 
ABC’s 20/20. Teens, the program 
said, are car fanatics and “a car 
is part of young people’s identi
ties.”

There are some basic reasons 
why many nigbtime accidents in
volving teen-agers occur. Alcohol 
is the major problem. Many 
teen-agers, according to 20/20, 
don’t understand the full effects 
of alcohol and misuse it. They 
drink, then try to drive.

Age and lack of driving experi
ence are other important factors 
leading to accidents. Most of the 
teen-age drivers haven’t been 
driving long and are inexperi
enced and unskilled.

One other major contributor is 
the time the accidents occur-usu- 
ally at night when it is dark and 
hard to see. Together these add 
up to accidents.

Richard Keniston of the Mis
soula police department agreed

that not allowing teens to drive 
at night would help present 
some accidents. He said statis
tics showed most teen-agers in
volved in accidents at night had 
been drinking.

“Since they lowered the drink
ing age, there’s been more 
drinking, and then there’s more 
accidents,” said Keniston. “For 
the sake of the kids, I’m for it 
(abolishing teen night driving).”

Driver Education instructor 
Larry Bicha felt that it would be 
hard to enforce the law, and that 
it wouild be a burden on par
ents. He said the parents would 
have to transport their children 
instead of allowing them to drive 
for themselves.

“It’s absolutely ridiculous.” 
said Ray Conger, president of 
Larry Larson and Associates in
surance agency. He said such a 
law would be hard to enforce 
and inconvient to both teenagers 
and parents.

A fire set to the tires of the traffic ed. simulator, Sunday, caused them to explode, spreading the blaze 
and tearing the tin siding. The cause of the fire is under investigation.


