
Freezing or boiling?
Three systems cause heat problems

Board offers plan 
for seeking supt.

by Julie Burk
Assistant Editorials Editor

Varying temperatures in class
rooms and halls, have caused 
problems for students, teachers 
and custodians alike. The prob
lem, said Hellgate head custo
dian Roy Mix, is that Hellgate 
has three heating systems that 
must be regulated by One boiler.

The first system, radiators, 
was installed in the late 1920’s 
and can be found in the main 
building. The main building con
sisting of the three floors paral
lel to Higgins Street (not includ
ing the gym and east wing) shut 
off after the temperature 
reaches 70 degrees, but they are 
not capable of cooling the 
rooms. Therefore, more heat is 
produced than wanted.

In the early 1950’s, the univent 
heaters were installed and can 
be found in the east wing. Uni
vents constantly move air 
around and are noisy. However, 
said Mix, as soon as the univents

are turned off to reduce the 
noise, the movement of air 
ceases and the air becomes stale.

The newest system is one that 
moves air through filters, which 
is the system in the annex.

Each room in Hellgate has a 
thermostat which is placed- on 
the inside wall (the wall that is 
closest to the hall) thereby creat
ing different temperatures in the 
classrooms. This thermostat con
trols the heat for the room. 
Therefore, people sitting closest 
to the windows will be the cold
est since the heat loss there will 
be the greatest. However, said 
Mix, all the thermostats are set 
at about 70 degrees like they are 
supposed to be.

Mix said, “It’s hard to make 
everyone comfortable. We can’t 
regulate a 50 year span that is 
controlled by one boiler.”

Mix said that they are in the 
process of updating the heat-con
trol system and will continue to 
do so until it is finished, but it

will be a slow process moderniz
ing, Mix emphasized. Moderniz
ing would be too expensive, and 
because of the lack of funds, 
things can only be replaced. For 
instance, last year, 35 valves and 
25 thermostats were replaced, 
and the third flobr ceiling was 
insulated.

In the past, the gym used to 
be extremely stuffy, said Mix. 
This was because the windows 
were opened and so the air from 
the top went out the windows, 
creating a dead air space by the 
time the air drifted down to the 
floor. By keeping the windows 
closed so that the fresh air from 
the heating system can sink 
down to the floor, and with a 
few other minor changes, the 
problem is being remedied.

No matter what, Hellgate will 
never be as energy-efficient as 
Sentinel or Big Sky, said Mix, 
because they have only one heat
ing system to deal with, and 
Hellgate has three.

By Andy Gary
News Editor

The search for a replacement 
for Superintendent George Zel
lick is currently under way. Zel
lick plans to retire at the end of 
this school year (1981-82).

Missoula County High School 
trustee Pat Byrne suggested at 
the Nov. 3 school board meeting 
that three committees be set up 
with about ten members per 
each committee to help select 
the new superintendent. One 
committee would be made up of 
students; the student body presi
dent, vice president and student 
representative to the board from 
each school. Another would be a 
citizens committee made up of 
Missoula residents representing 
various occupations. Teachers 
and administration would form 
the third committee.

These three groups would 
screen applicants and send their 
selections to a final screening by 
the MCHS board of trustees.
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The school board decided to 
wait and take action on the pro
posal at their next meeting, Dec. 
1, when Byrne should have a for
mal proposal drawn up.

“It (the three committees for 
screening) was just a sugges
tion,” said Superintendant 
George Zellick. “Its a good idea 
to have other people (besides the 
school trustees) selecting the 
new superintendant.”

The job of MCHS superinten
dent requires applicants to have 
a master’s degree in school ad
ministration, and five years of 
experience administering or as
sisting in the administration of a 
school system. The minimum 
annual salary for a MCHS super
intendent is $45,000.

The board (and possibly com
mittees) will evaluate each can
didate on the basis of documents 
submitted by applications. The 
highest qualifying candidates 
will be interviewed personally 
and February 24, 1982 the se
lected person for the job will be 
announced.

Cause of
By Ian Moulding
Staff Writer

The cause of a fire that did ap- 
proxamately $4000 damage to 
the driver’s education simulator 
located in the Hellgate parking 
lot is still undetermined, accord
ing to assistant fire marshal Ken 
Cahoon.

Cahoon stated that the fire, 
which happened Oct. 18, is “sus
picious in nature” and still 
under investigation.

Night engineer Gail Pederson 
said that he was alerted to the 
fire when he heard the tires on

fire still unknown
the simulator trailor exploded. 
He then went outside to investi
gate and immediately called the 
fire department.

Head custodian Roy Mix said 
that the tires were probably the 
origins of the blaze. “Someone 
probably poured a flammable 
liquid on the tires and set a 
match to them,” Mix said. He 
added that if it wasn’t for the 
swift response of the fire depart
ment,“ the whole trailer would 
have been lost.”

Although the fire department

estimated the damage at $4000, 
Mix said the damage could be as 
high as $5000.

Damage to the simulator was 
limited to the exterior, Mix said. 
None of the wiring or equipment 
inside was damaged. The heat 
from the blaze contorted the 
metal girders on which the 
structure was anchored. The 
drivers education classes will 
lose at least a week’s use of the 
simulator. It is not yet known 
when repairs will be completed 
and the simulator will be back in 
use.

Report cards not mailed
Report cards will not be mailed to students this year be

cause of mailing costs. The Missoula County High School 
board decided at the Nov. 3 meeting to not send student re
port cards to their homes, but to have them handed out during 
school.

Hellgate principal Don Harbaugh said that with rising post
age costs, it would cost each school roughly $250 per quarter 
to mail out the report cards. He said that there will be a spe
cial homeroom time to hand out the cards.

The amount of time it takes for the computers to print out 
the cards will determine when students will get them. “I 
would hope that they will be ready for distribution in a week 
to ten days.” said Harbaugh.

Students helping students
Peer tutoring, a program im

plemented by Student Senate, is 
under way at Hellgate.

Kim Card, student federation 
vice president said she got 
the idea for peer tutoring from 
her father.

“I wanted to do some sort of 
peer counseling, but that had al
ready been done (Peer Counsel
ing class), so my dad suggested 
tutoring,” she said.

Card said that there are 
around 60 tutors and 300 stu
dents that “needed help”. Stu
dents can be tutored by student 
volunteeers in all subjects and 
can meet with tutors before and 
after school, lunch hours and 
free periods.

Teachers and counselors will

recommend some students for 
tutors, and if a student asks to 
have help, the counselors will ar
range for a tutor.

Most of the tutors are good 
students and are interested in 
helping other people. Usually 
they excel in one or two classes 
and will help people who are 
having difficulty in those sub
jects.

Assistant Principal Ken Colbo 
described peer tutoring as a 
positive program.

“It can’t help but work,” he 
said, “It gives me another option 
when I talk to kids. It takes 
away the frequent excuse that 
no one is willing to help, be
cause they (students) are willing 
to help.”

Senior Mike Leary takes part in the new peer tutoring program by helping two students 
in math. ‘ ~


