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Rubik's Cube mastered by fevv 
By Andy Gary 
News Editor 

The ultimate challenge - a 
three inch plastic agglomeration 

. of 26 facets in six bright colors. 

few easier methods. The ·most 
common . is to take apart the 
cube (all but the center squares 
on the cube are removable) and 
put it back together completed . 

cube and will be capable of 
manipulating the squares on the 
screen, but the picture will not 
be three dimensional. 

three sizes, a small version on a 
necklace, a larger one on a 
keychain and the two inch 
square original size. An assistant 
manager at Spencers in South
gate Mall said the larger ones 
sell for. $5 and the smaller cubes 
for $2.99. She said that they have 

sold around 800 cubes in the past 
two months. She also mentioned 
a new product, an eight sided 
"diamond" puzzle that is similar 
to the Rubik's Cube. 

In lay man's terms, the Rubik's · 
Cube. 

Another Cubemeister is senior 
Tim England. He said he first 
got his hands on a cube about 
two weeks before school got out 
last year and started to try to 

He said he has just started the 
program and it will take him 
months to complete. "It's just a Rubik's Cube with 

sawed-off comers," she said. Invented by 37 year-old profes
sor of archetecture Erno Rubik 
of Budapest, Hungary, the 
"Cube" is a· new craze world
wide. 

The Rubik's Cube comes in 

The cube recently made its 
debut at Hellgate an·d although 
many struggle at it for . hours, 
only a handful of students can 
solve the puzzle. 

Senior John Moderie is a "cu
bemeister," or a person who can . 
return all six sides to their origi
nal alignment. 

"I can solve it in two minutes, 
maybe faster. It depends." Mod
erie said. "My brother had one 
and I just started doing it. He 
showed r.ne you've got to get the 
top cube and then work your 
way with the side cubes .and the 
comer cube." 

He said it took him about 
three to four weeks to learn how 
to solve it, but that the cube is 
not that hard to do. 

"Anybody could do 'it," said 
Moderie, "All you have to do is 
remember certain turns and you 
can do it." 

Some people have found that 
it is not easy to just twist and 
turn the cubes and solve the 
puzzle, so they ~ave developed a · 

work out the puzzle. · 
"At first it was really a pain," 

England said. Then he got a 
book of directions written by a 
university professor but he gave 
up trying to follow the book. 

"It took five days just to deci
pher one page of directions," he 
said. 

He said since he has finally 
figured the solution to the 
puzzle, it's not as interesting to 
solve anymore. He timed him
self and can complete the cube 
in one minute 51 seconds. 

"Without knowing the steps, 
it's really difficult to do. Even if 
you know a majority of steps, if 
you miss one, it will be hard to 
figure out," said England. "But 
there's only so many times to do 
it after you've figured it out be
fore it gets to be old stuff." 

England is in the process of 
writing a computer program on 
solving the cube. He said there 
will be two parts to his program. 
One part will give basic instruc
tions on solving the Rubik's 
Cube. The other will show a vis
ual picture of the six sides of the 
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Your lives are moving faster than any generation of teens before 
you. It's a world full of options - some are healthy and others 
are not so healthy. How are you going to decide what you want 
and need out of your life to make it a happy one? 

"Reflect," Montana's newest magazine, may help you find some 
answers. In past weeks, Reflect has taken a hard look at some 
hard issues like drug and alcohol addiction, the changing roles 
for men and women and physical abuse . 

It's also had lively, fun features on alternative education, a quiz 
on how to d~termine if you're really ready for babysitting, and 
how to use stress instead of stress controlling you. 

,And, even on your allowance, you can afford Reflect. For only 25 
cents an issue, you can have Reflect mailed right to you every 
Tuesday. That's only $6 for a six-month subscription! 

So don't delay. Mail in this 
handy coupon with a check for 
your subscription right 
now. You're old 
enough to handle it, 
aren't you? 


