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High school: the most costly years 
By Ian Moulding 
Staff Writer 

Many adjectives have been 
used to describe high school. 
Anything from "neato" to "re
pugnant" seems to fit nicely, de
pending on the person discribing 
this four year scholastic odyssey. 

But please allow room for one 
more term discribing these most 
wretched of days to be crammed 
into your vocabulary; EXPEN-
SIVE. . 

It starts when your a frosh in 
gym; "By tomorrow I want you 
all to have a pair o.f shorts and 
tennis shoes or it's an F for 
every day you don't bring 
them." . 

Then perhaps you sign up for 
band; "Alright everyone, we~e 
going to the Toilet Bowl this 
year, so ya' gotta get o?t the~e 
and raise $250 by selling th1s 
fruit." 

Nervously you walk door to 
door trying to sell fruit. "Hello 
sir, I'm representing the Hell
gate Marching Band, would you 
like to buy some fruit ... " "I 

. GAVE AT THE OFFICE. 
'Slam'" 

What happen is, you end up 
using your birthday money and 
all all your milk money for the · 
next 20 years so you can repre-

sent Heligate in the glorious Toi
' let Bowl. 

Well, your senior year rolls 
around and you think, "boy, I'm 
not gonna have to spend one 
cent this year." Guess again. Do 
you really think they would 
really let you out of this place, 
after all they've done for you, 
for free? NO. You still must at
tend graduation. 

A couple of weeks ago there 
was a mandatory assembly for 
all seniors, it concerned gradua
tion. 

"Gee, they're gonna tell us 
what a great bunch of kids we've 
been, and maybe even give us 
the rest of the day off." If you're 

· like me, and you thought some
thing like this, your wallet prob
ably shrank in your pocket when 
you realized that they were 
gonna hit your up for some more 
moola. 

Not just some moola, but 
mucho moola. Were talking 

· somewhere in the neighborhood 
of $40-$70, depending, I guess, 
on how much you like high 
school. What does this money 
get you? Let's take a look. 

For roughly $50 you get your 
cap and gown, 60 announce
ments, 100 "personal cards", 2 
package of thank-you notes, 1 

Proposal destroys. rights 
By Martha Roberts 

As usual, the Reagan administration has found something 
new to "deregulate". Reagan is now proposing that restric
tions on CIA domestic activity be relaxed, which would give 
the CIA more power and secrecy away from the public view. 

If passed, this new proposal would replace one issued by 
Carter in 1978, which was done in an effort to prevent a recur
rence of the CIA and FBI domestic spying and abuses of citi
zen's rights during the 1960's and 1970's. 

The National Security Act ot 1947 was passed by Congress in 
setting up the CIA. This act banned domestic spy activity, or 
the CIA's right to secretly infiltrate American businesses, 
newspapers and political groups to obtain information and or 
to influence their activities. 

Reagan's proposal would eliminate this restriction and 
would permit CIA agents to pose as members in order to influ
ence or obtain information about a political group or a news
paper if they were "suspicious" of its activities. 

The new proposal woulri also make the freedom of Infor
mation Act have less inf1 1ence over the CIA. The Freedom of 
Information Act was passed in order to give anybody who so 
chose (reporters and other citizens) the right to challenge the 
CIA and to get information (files, etc.) from them, if the infor
mation released didn't violate national security. 

Restrictions or surveilance of Americans abroad would also 
be relaxed. The CIA would not have to have strong convictions 
that U.S. citizens or corporations were agents of a foreign 
power, involved in terrorism or drug traffic before spying .on 
them. This would mean that an American student traveling 
abroad could be spied on by the CIA if they were considered 
"suspicious" enough. Basically Reagan's proposal would relax 
the requirement that the CIA consult other administration 
people, such as the Attorney General, before spying and keep
ing files on citizens. 

The CIA insists that it requires more secrecy and control 
over itself to "defend national security" But. this must be 
weighed against our right as American citizens to know what 
our leaders are doing. If the CIA is given too much power and 
too much secrecy, then any unscrupulous person who might be 
working for the CIA could take advantage of his position and 
power. Americans would not have the right to obtain i~forma
tion in order to stop that person, if they were ever to fmd out 
that he was breaking the law in the first place. 

Even the Senate Intelligence Oversight Committee (which 
overlooks the CIA) has sent the Reagan Administration's pro
posal back to them saying that it permits too much freedom. 
This also shows that such restrictions leave too much burden 
on too few shoulders. 

Our country was set up on a system of checks and balances, · 
in order to protect our democracy and to prevent the abuse of 
power. The CIA should be set up in the same way so that our 
rights to privacr, .freedom and control over our own govern
ment as Amerl:~l) citizens are always retained. 

deluxe appreciation gift (a cute 
little thing to put your senior 
photo in) and one souvenir 
cover. 

This is called the "essential 
pac" Essential for what? I can 
think of quite a few more essen
tial things to spend my money 
on. What are ya' gonna do with 2 
boxs of "thank-you notes"? 
"Here ya go Mr. Smith, thanks 
for failing me in science." 

You've spent $50 already, but 
you can still buy a miniature di
ploma, a souvenir tassle, and 
don't forget your senior key, and 
of course your senior ring. 

At the end of the assembly, 
they showed us this film called 
"The Best Years of Your Life so 
Far". It was about this come
dian that made my breakfast 
want to come back up. The film 
was suposed to make you think 
"Oh gee, wasn't high school 
great". 

The film had one flaw, the 
title was wrong. It should have 
been "The most expensive years 
of your life so far." 

Students should be concerned 
. . possible and even probable. That' paints a rather dismal 

By .Ahse Rudao Camp's message was that the picture of a high school student's 
Editor youth should be concerned and future. We will have to do an 
"Too much military is join the effort to publically dem- awful lot of living in the next 
being built. The people onstrate for peace and nuclear decade if our life expectancy is 

disarmament. only somewhere in . the late 
who are deciding to Listening to Camp was a bit twenties. 
build the weapons have shocking. A nuclear war that Nuclear war predictions leave 

I d I. d h If th · would blow up the world? It is a one feeling rather helpless and 
a rea Y lVe a eir threat we've heard many times disillusioned. We fear the reality 
life but it will be the but not really believed. Or of a possible war or nuclear war, 
youth whose life could maybe the unpleasantness of the yet do not believe there is any-

h " situation causes us to ignore it. thing we can do about it. But, 
be cut s ort. But can we afford to ignore it? the possibility is obviously there 
- Kay Camp Experts on the subject of nu- and maybe we can do something 

On Oct. 28, peace activist Kay clear war (scientists, teachers, to prevent it from becoming 
Camp was at Hellgate to speak philosophers) have constantly reality. 
about the nuclear arm's race and predicted a nuclear war and Nuclear war should be a con-
nuclear disarmament. Grasping world annihilation within the cern of high school students be-
the magnitude of her words was next ten years. They say that if cause it affects our lives much 
difficult, because her message the Russians don't get the , more than President Ronald 
was that a nuclear war and total United States a Third World Reagan's life. In ten years, Rea-
global destr~ction was indeed country or terrorist group will. gan will be eighty and either 

Kay Camp, a peace activist who has been involved with the Unit
ed Nations, spoke to students Oct. 28, at Hellgate about the im
portance of stopping the nuclear arms race. She was sponsered by 
the Missoula Women for Peace. 

dead or somewhere towards the 
end of that process. .. Because 
Reagan is so old, his concerns 
focus more . on the present 
and this prevents mm fr~m 
being able to . protect and 
understand the needs of the 

future. So, somebody has to tell 
·the government what the youth 
needs and wants. This affects 
anyone who wants to live more 
than ten years. With the peace 
movement there is safety in 
numbers ·because if more 
people who want peace show it, 
the greater the chance Is that 
the government will hear al_ld try 
to move towards the goals of the 
masses to prevent the use of nu
clear weapons. 

The first step is becoming in
formed about nuclear weapons. 
Kermit Edmonds has proposed 
organizing a peace group at Hell
gate for students and .teachers. 
This group will provide informa
tion and an outlet for discusion. 
From there, those concerned 
about peace may become active 
in movements and demonstra
tions for the cause. , 

Nuclear war is a ma~ter of life 
and death and should be a con
cern of high school students. Is 
it possible to avoid nuclear war? 
Maybe and maybe not. But it iS 
worth trying. All I am saying, is 
give peace a chance. 


