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'rrue Confessions' actually portrays true confusion 
By Ann Naumann 
Assistant Features Editor 

. From the very beginning, True Confes
sions seems to get off to a bad start. The 
movie begins with a two to three minute 
d_rive through a desert. Now, after pa
tiently watching yards and yards of 
previews and garbage ads, what could be 
more boring than staring at desolated 
desert rolling by for a ·couple more 
minutes? 

Finally, the car reaches its destination. 
But the actual story hasn't begun yet -
the next scene is a flashback. Flashbacks 
can be beneficial: they can add a lot of 
depth to an otherwise superficial film. 
But at the end of this flashback, the audi
ence ~s no more enlightened about plot, 
storyline or characterization than they 
were before it began. 

And so True Confessions begins. The 

plot centers around a gruesome murder in 
Los Angeles in the'50's. Thomas Spellacy, 
a cop, is assigned to find the murderer, 
with the help of his partner, Frank Crotty. 
As the story rather unwillingly unfolds, it 
becomes possibly apparent to the viewer 
that maybe Spellacy's brother is involved. 
The catch is, Spellacy's brother is a 
Catholic priest, and the chancellor of the 
archdiocese of Los Angeles at that. Hence 
the name True Confessions. 

A complex conflict is established. 
Should Thomas Spellacy implicate his 
brother Desmond in a murder? Does· Des
mond the priest have less scruples than 
Thomas the cop? Who would benefit the 
most if the murder is left unsolved? 

Unfortunately, another question emer
ges. Just what is the main emphasis of 
True Confessions? The plot of characters 
struggle against the opposing demands of 

a detective storv and-a movie with over
bearing moral overtones. 

No character deals with this conflict 
more than Desmond Spellacy, played by 
Robert DeNiro. As a priest, DeNiro does 
not portray the benevolently forgiving 
father we are all familiar with. Instead, 
we discover a cooly political man whose 
adherence to the strict code of honor de
manded of Catholic priests seems without 
reason. As the movie progresses, it's hard 
to tell whether DeNiro is trapped by a · 
murder, or scheming to get out of one. 

Robert Duvail, as Thomas Spellacy, 
puts in a creditable performance as a 
rough cop who finds himself directly in 
contrast with his brother's suppose<Ily 
pure life. As a toughened policeman who 
knows crime well, Duvall is likable and 
believable. Burgess Meredith inserts a 

bright spot into True Confessions with his 
portrayal of a crusty old priest. 

Yet despite some enjoyable acting, True · 

Confessions seems to lag. The photogra
phy and scenery never advance much past. 
the desert. To top it off, it seems that the 
director realized this and, as afterthought 
put in several extra morgue and blood: 
bath type scenes. Suspense is needed to 
carry this clue-by-clue movie, and it just 
isn't there. The worst part is you're never 
really shure just who the murderer is any
way. 

True Confessions ill a challenging mys
tery movie to decipher; especially since 
you have to make up your known conclu
sion. It has its bright points, but for the 
most part its dry, lifeless and bewilder
ing; Perhaps a better title would be True 
Confusion. 

Carrol O'Connor: Serious thoughts wit/;1 a slight smile 
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Carroll (Archie Bunker) O'Connor speaks to a group at the Univer
sity on the subjects of plays and his own career. O'Conner was in 

town recently for his wife's college reunion. 

By Lori Getter 
As~istant News Editor 

A . man with serious thoughts 
on life and a slight smile. End
less cigarette smoke surrounds 
him. He talks with a type of 
humor that we all agree with. 
This describes impeccable actor 
Carroll O'Conner. 

Carroll O'Conner was in Mis
soula recently attending his 
wife's college reunion. He spoke 
to various groups and classes at 
the University. 

O'Conner has been acting for 
several years. His most famous 
role is a character named 
"Archie Bunker" in the televi
sion seies "All in the Family" 
and now "Archie Bunker's 
Place." 

O'Conner said about his role, 
"Archie is a completely different 
person than myself. Often 
people come up to me and ask 
me how I could feel like that. 
How I could have that much rac
ism in my blood? I'm completely 
different than Archie. It's kind 
of fun to play a bad person. In 
acting today you hardly ever see 
good actors playing good people 
and bad actors playing bad char
acters. I have fun playing 
Archie. It 's the only time I get tp 
be bad without getting hit by my 
wife." 

"I have nothing to do with 
Archie Bunker," according to 
O'Conner. "I grew up in a 
wealthy neighborhood unlike 
Archie but I observed people 
who were like Archie. When the 
script for "All in the Family" 
was shown to me, at first I de
cided that I wouldn't take the 
part because I didn't know how 

to act him but then I remem
..,, . .,d in my childhood of all the 

people who were similar to him 
so I combined them all and 
that's what you got." 

O'Conner said, "Even today 
on "Archie Bunkers Place" he 
still is some old biggot. He will 
always have those values and 
that's because of what he 
learned from mom and dad. Ev
eryone is like that. You learn 
your values at childhood from 
mom and dad and what were 
their values, you undoubtfully 
pick most of them up. If dad 
keeps saying all those Jews are 
cheater~ at business every night 
at the dmner table, your going to 
believe that and take that value. 
It may be wrong and later in 
your life you may realize that 
but instead of admitting that 
dear old mom and dad were 
wrong. To say to yourself that 
the two people you love the 
most in the world were wrong is 
hard. It's alot easier to just keep 
the same values. 

O'Conner said he feels lucky 
that he has worked with good di
rectors. He said "The director is 
the entire key to any play. He 
puts the spark into the play or 
blows it out. He has to put forth 
all the energy to get it rolling. 
The director shouldn't have to · 
be a teacher to teach the crew 
but instead a more harmonizer 
that forms the flow." 

"Many directors have the atti
tude that they have "inmpecca
ble taste' whatever fhat is. Most 
of them today are just on one 
big ego trip. That blows out the 
spark right awa:,·," O'Conner 
commented. 

.O'Conner feels that plays 
today do not get enough "snap
per" or spark. "A play needs a 
snap that will make the audience 

leave thinking 'How true.' A 
good director would not perceive 
unless he had that. Seldom do 
we get a script that has that 
snapper. Sure we see those ac
tion films. where cars are bang
ing into one another and people 
getting murdered and sure we 

·have those comedies. We see a 
Mel Brooks film that was funny 
and when the film is over we say 
to ourselves, 'boy that was 
funny' but maybe an hour later 
you find yourself saying 'I could 
of stayed home \hough." 

Probably the most poignant 
episode of "All in the Family" 
was the episode of Ediths death. 
O'Conner said, "That particular 
episode was very sad for me. I 
had worked with Jean Stapleton 
(Edith) for years on the show 
and I was sad to see her go but 
that isn't what made Archie so 
sad. To play the scenes of 
Ediths death, I remembered my 
brothers funeral and a few days 
after the funeral when I went 
into his room and saw his shoes. 
That tore me up. So for that 
scene I planted Edith's slippers 
on stage. . 

O'Conner's basic advice to ev- · 
· eryone is, "No matter what you 

do or try, no matter how bad 
they treat you just consider 
yourself good and try to main
tain a good attitude. Remember 
someday the right script and the 
right part will come around just 
for you and you'll be the star." 
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