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call 'em 
mason mitchell 

After birth, there are three. 
things that you may be sure of
d9ing. These are pay taxes, die, 
and wait (not necessarily in that 
order). Paying taxes takes rela
tively little time to do as does 
dying, but you spend 50 percent 
or more of your life waiting. 

The other 50 percent of your 
life is spent sleeping (most 
Americans pay their taxes while 
asleep). This means that every
one is either sleeping, waiting, 
or dead. 

When something desirable is 
io the near future for a person, 
they often say "I just can't 
wait" . What in the hell are they 
going to do . .. die? 
• People who use that phrase 

bother me almost as much as 
standing in line bothers me. The 
human body was designed to 
stand in lines. What are we sup
posed to do with our hands? 

H you cross your arms, every
one thinks that you are trying to 
be macho. H you put your hands 
in your pockets, everyone thinks 
that you are either kinky or de
prived. H you fidget with some
thing, people think that you are 
hyper-active. H you fidget with 
someone, people scream and 
run. And if you just hang your 
hands to the side, people think 
that you are a pin because you 
cannot find anything to do with 
your hands. 

One form of waiting that many 

high school boys can relate ~o is 
waiting for a girl to answer the 
phone. 

It starts out with the boy pick
ing up the receiver dialing the 
number boldly, and then quickly 
hanging up before the first ring. 
After doing this two or twenty 
times, the boy will realize that it 
·is getting him nowhere. 

When the would-be Romeo fi
nally decides to let the phone 
ring, the waiting begins. After 
the first ring the boy realizes 
that he is committed and a mys
terious lump develops in his 
throat. He waits. . . no answer. ' 
After the first ring the boyreal
izes that he is committed and a 
mysterious lump develops in his 
throat. He waits . .. no answer. 
After the second ring the boy 
things about clearing his throat 
but decides against it because 
the girl may answer at any mo
ment. He waits .. . no answer. 
After the third ring he decides to 
clear his throat and as he is 
doing this, someone answers : 

Girl's dad : " Hello". 
Boy: " Cough! Cough! Choke! 
Gasp!" 
Girl 's dad : " Who is this?" 
Boy : " Spit , Spit, Phoey! 
Uhhgg! '' 
Girl's dad : "What do you want? " 
Boy: " Uhhh, is Karen there? 
Cough!" 
Girl's dad : " Yes, just a minute." 
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By now the boy is shaken-up 
quite badly but he feels lucky 
that the girl of his dreams did 
not answer. However, when she 
does get to the phone (girls al
ways wait awhile in order to 
play hard to get) the boy has a 
sudden attack of "puberty" and 
his voice cracks. 

When tbe girl is finished with 
her belly-laugh the boy "just 
can't wait" to hang up. 

A form of waiting that many 
high school girls can relate to is 
waiting for the guy to make a 
pass at her while out on a date. 

It starts out with the guy park
ing in some dark, deserted area 
and turning off the car. After the 
engine shuts off there is a si
lence which seems to last an 
eternity. 

The girl waits and wonders : 
(the following thoughts were ob
tained through several inter
views in a lighted room with 
spectators) 

1. " What should I say?" 
2. " Should I have had a Certs?" 
3. "I wonder what he kisses 
like." 
4. " He's just sitting there . .. 
should I make a pass at him?" 

Waiting can be extremely 
painful. A classic example of this 
is having to wait for an oppor
tune moment to fart if you are 
along with someone. It is not so 
bad when you are with a group 

• No seconds 
• No irregulars 

of people because then you can 
blame it on someone else. How
ever, when you are alone with 
someone and the air gets a little 
bit thick, your companion knows 
that they did not do it (and that 
leaves you). 

It is physically impossible to 
keep your cheeks tense forever 
and when you begin to sweat, 
swear under your breath, and 
turn red, people know what you 
are up to anyway. After you let 
one slide with the " one cheek 

sneak" method, you wait in sus
pense to see what the reaction 
will be. 

"Wait a minute". I think that 
you have "waited long enough" 
for the end of this Call'em. I'm 
sorry to have missed a few is
sues and "kept you waiting" but 
I kept "waiting until the last 
minute" to write it. I was going 
to put it off this time also but it 
" just couldn't wait." df you 
think _that this one was pinny, 
"you JUSt wait! " ). 
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