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--------------------------------------editorials---------------------------------------
.llliteraCy deems competency tests ,necessary 

At the annual convention of the Mon
tana Association of Student Councils 
(MASC) at the UM November 9 - ll, Hell
gate introduced a resolution calling for 
competency· testing. If the Slate Board of 
Education approves this resolution, 
sophomores, juniors and seniors will prob
ably be required to-take competency tests 
starting next year. 

This resolution asks that schools 
throughout the state test all students for 
minimal achievement in 'basic skills that 
include reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
This is a good idea, but it isn't quite good 
enough. 

Supporters of this bill said that results 
should not affect graduation but should be 
used to evaluate curriculum and pinpoint 
weaknesses in school programs. Students 
and teachers could also use the scores to 
show where individuals need help, they 
said. 

However, if these tests don't affect 
graduation in some way, most students 
would not take the time to boneup on the 
basics. 

Furthermore, the tests should be 

mandatory for freshmen too. If freshmen 
were required ,to _take the tests, teachers 
would have more time to identify the 
weaknesses and would thus be able to cor
rect the problems. While those students 
who took the tests as underclassmen 
could benefit from the changes. 

Ideally, competency tests should be 
given during the early years of grade 
school, and then every year until high 
school graduation. Furthermore, they 
should be used to determine if a student 
should proceed to the next grade. By 
doing this, it would insure that a student 
would really learn everything considered 
necessary. And if not, he could repeat that 
particular grade immediately, instead of 
stumbling through high school as an _illit
erate. 

Moreover, it is a fact that although 
the United States has the highest percent
age of people attending schools. It is also 
a fact that the illiteracy rate has risen, es
pecially since the mid-1960s when some 
teachers became "radicalized" and thus -
tho~ght that competition was immoral, 

grades undemocratic, and promotions 
based on merit and measureable accom
plishments a way to discriminate against 
minorities and the poor. Already there are 
more than 23 million functionally illiterate 
adults in this country. The danger is that 
the alarming decline in reading skills will 
lead in another two decades to the cre
ation of an elite class of no more than 30 
percent of the population that is literate. 

Society pays unbearably high costs for 
illiteracy. When the Army must teach 
remedial reading courses for recruits, that 
adds to our national defense bill. When 
teen-agers can't get jobs because they 
can't read, and eventually end up on re
lief. That adds to our welfare bill. And 
U.S. businesses pay penalties daily for em
ployees who can't carry out written in
structions. 

Therefore, it is imperative that fresh
men be required to take these compe
tency tests as well as upperclassmen. 
Nevertheless, MASC came up with a com
mendable idea, but it should be changed, 
to make it as good as possible. 

JulieBurk 

Cooperation needed to reduce pollution 
By Ian Mo~lding Los Angeles, not because of Missoula air pollution stems people burn wood. With the cost Missoula's air pollution can be 
Staff Writer giant skyscrapers or gaudy bill- from three main, sources: car ex- of heating oil and natural gas greatly reduced. Sounds easy 

Missoula is a beautiful place to boards but because of air pollu- haust, wood burning stoves, and constantly on the rise, more and enough, doesn't it? Well, believe 
live, most of the time. The sur- tion. the paper mill. Usually the wind more people are burning wood, it or not, some people find it 
rounding mountains and nearby Missoula air pollution is more carries these pollutions out of and that makes Missoula's poilu- very hard to avoid driving or 
forests offer not only spectacular than just an occasional annoy- the valley, but the fact that Mis- tion problem worse every year. burning wood during an alert. 
scenery, but great recreation. ance, it's a severe problem. Mis- soula is a valley makes it very But something can be done Many times while I've been 

On some days, however, these soula is ranked tenth in the na- susceptible to air stagnation. about Missoula's air pollution. walking downtown during an 
mountains are scarcely visible, tion for air pollution; that's Air stagnation occurs more in By paying attention to air poilu- alert I've seen people burning 
and Missoula tends to look like depressing. the cold winter months, which tion alerts, and doing your best' wood as fast as they could stuff 
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unfortunately is also when to not drive a car or bum wood, it into their stoves. 

/ 

Perhaps what we need is a 
cash fine for these people. After 
all, if they don't care about their 
own health, and mine and yours, 
maybe they'll care when they 
have to dig into their wallets 
every time they blatantly ignore 
pollution alerts. 
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