
Board hears report on class loads
In a curriculum report the the 

Missoula County High School 
(MCHS) Board, Personnel Direc
tor Joe Roberts said class offer
ings and class loads are fairly 
equal for the three Missoula 
high schools.

Roberts said that art, busi
ness, foreign languages, English, 
home economics, physical edu
cation, math, music and social 
studies classes at the three 
schools are basically similar in 
the classes available and the 
number of students enrolled in 
the classes. But he did say that 
the Title I reading and math pro
gram is only available at Big Sky 
and Hellgate High Schools. He 
also said Hellgate’s English

classes, especially at the junior 
level, are fairly large compared 
to classes at the other schools, 
due to the loss of one English 
teacher.

Board members noted that 
economics was not listed as a re
quired class, and that only a few 
students in each school are en
rolled in the class. They dis
cussed briefly the possibilities of 
making economics a required 
class.

In other board business, the 
school board was given figures 
concerning the MCHS activity 
field. Total net profit from ticket 
and concession sales amounted 
to $9134.78. Most of the profit

will be used to pay back bank 
loans. Presently, the Missoula 
County Football Association, 
(the organizations involved in 
the construction of the field) 
needs $18,000 to pay for the 
field.

The Missoula high school dis
trict loses $30,000-35,000 in state 
funds per year because of 19- 
year-old students attending 
classes. Apparently, a statute 
reads that state money is not 
given to school systems to sup
port the high school education of 
19-y ear-o Ids.

The majority of the 19-year- 
old students in Missoula county 
high schools are Vietnamese. 
The money needed that is not

provided by the state is usuallv 
obtained through the local mill 
levy. The MCHS board will look 
further into the situation and 
hopes that the ruling on not 
providing state funds can be 
changed by the Montana Legisla
ture in their 1982 session.

Board members also discussed 
the possibilities of reopening the 
summer school program in the 
future. Roberts said that with 
the present six period day some 
students are unable to complete 
the requirements for graduation, 
and have no alternative but to 
attend school extra years. He 
said it costs $90,000 to operate 
the summer school program for

one year and that the money 
comes from the district’s general 
fund.

The last summer school ses
sion, which lasted four weeks 
(students attended school two 
hours per day per class to fulfill 
the required 45 hours of class) 
had an enrollment of 736 stu
dents.

Roberts said that to allow stu
dents to make up for failed 
classes or take extra credits a 
tuition night school or summer 
school program should be orga
nized.

The next regular MCHS school 
board meeting is scheduled for 
February 2.
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Paperwork swamps English teachers
By Andy Gary
News Editor

Hellgate’s English teachers 
are “swamped under mounds of 
paperwork,” according to Eng
lish teacher Barry Wiliams.

Hellgate English teachers are 
experiencing many problems be
cause of a lack of funds. They 
have lost both the help of lay 
readers and teachers aides, and 
one vacancy in the department 
by Tom Demmons has not been 
filled.

Lay readers are people outside 
the school hired to read and cor
rect students English papers for 
teachers. They either have a

Court battles ov ,1.3 goes to MCHS
By Alise Rudio
Editor

MCHS will receive $1,275 mil
lion in state school aid originally 
withheld by the State Office of 
Public Instruction because last 
spring’s teachers’ strike can
celed 18 days of school. The im
mediate impact of the return of 
the money will be the award to 
MCHS teachers of back pay and 
raises.

The Montana Supreme Court 
ruling upheld Missoula District 
Judge James Wheelis’ order that 
the state cannot apply financial 
sanctions against MCHS and 
must issue payment of the miss
ing $1,275 million. Wheelis and 
Supreme Court Chief Justice 
John Sheehy hade their deci
sions basically on the ambiguity 
of the state law requiring that a 
part of school funds are to be 
withheld when districts do not 
have 180 days of instruction each 
fiscal year.

teaching or an English degree 
and must pass a test before they 
are hired to be a lay reader. 
They receive minimum wages 
for their work.

English teacher Robin Hamil
ton said that usually more 
people than necessary apply for 
the jobs so the quality of lay 
readers is “generally good.” He 
said that frequently teachers 
meet with the lay readers and 
occasionally the readers talk 
with students about their papers. 
Hamilton said one basic advan
tage to lay readers is that many 
of them are writers and can give

The nearly $1.3 million at 
question is “interest and in
come” money received from the 
proceeds of interest earnings, 
grants and gifts to the state. Ac
cording to MCHS Superintend
ent George Zellick, the money 
will be transferred to the MCHS 
cash reserve and in turn $836,952 
from the cash reserve will be re
leased to the general fund.

So far, the administration has 
four priorities for the money 
which have been approved by 
the MCHS Board of Trustees. 
First, 1980-81 back pay will be is
sued to MCHS faculty and sec
ond, salaries for 1981-82 will be 
paid according to “Schedule C”. 
(This means teachers will get an 
average 10.5 base salary increase 
opposed to an 8.8 increase if the 
money had not been received). 
Third, activity pay will be ad
justed. Last of all, department 
chairpersons will be reinstated

students constructive and de
tailed comments.

But he said that lay readers 
wouldn’t be necessary if classes 
were smaller.

Most of the teachers, espe
cially the junior level English 
teachers said they have full 
classes, and they see around 130 
students per day. At a recent 
MCHS Board meeting, Person
nel Director Joe Roberts, in a 
curriculum report to the board, 
said the English classes at Hell
gate have as many as 34 students

(continued on page 12)

for the second semester of the 
year. The first three priorities 
are in accordance with teachers’ 
contracts and the fourth is a sug
gestion by the board.

These four priorities will di
minish approximately half of the 
$836,952. Zellick said that the ad
ministration will be meeting 
throughout this week to decide 
how to spend the remaining 
money and then will make rec
ommendations to the board. Zel
lick explained that the admin
istration and the school board 
would have to be careful in de
ciding how to spend the money 
and explained there are a lot of 
hidden costs. Zellick said that 
because of last spring the board 
and administration had to cut 
everywhere possible and though 
the interest and income money 
will help there is still a projected 
loss of the authority to budget 
$551,000. (becuase of not meet
ing attendance requirements).
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A metal "Home of the Knights" sign was put up over the gymnasium 
door last week. The sign is just a part of efforts by Hellgate faculty 
and students to imnrove the schooHinaje^^

Knight has risen

“We can’t do everything,” Zel
lick said.

Ruth Card, a leader of the 
MCHS Legal Defense Associa
tion which was responsible for 
the pushing of the interest and

/*more
lw Moulding asks some interesting questions about etiquette in Pretael 
Ugfc.,3

Find out some interesting facts about hypnosis as reported by Michelle Camp

Boys varsity basketball players still undefeated 10 

The recession Ungers on. find ou, how if, affectmg , 2

■MOM

income issue through the courts 
said that she hoped people re- 
lized that the group was not a 
front fof teachers. “ I consider it 
a victory for the students and I 
hope for some of the programs 
that were cut.”


