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Girls-lack equal opportuniti~s i_n .sportS 
By Martha Roberts 
Editorials Editor 

Girls today compete in ath
letics and have the opportunity 
to participate in team sports like 
they never have before. Yet, at 
Hellgate and in other Montana 
schools , ' there still exists a 
noticable inequality between 
boys' and girls' athletics . 

In the past, girls were not 
even considered to have the abil
Ity to participate in competitiv~ 
contact, team sports. The closest 
they could get to the playing 
field or gym floor was to be a 
cheerleader. They were expected 
to be the pretty, delicate enter
tainers on the sidelines, \Yho 

Well 1981 has come and gone, 
and what do I have to show for 
it? Nothing. Another year, an
other grey hair, and a very pain
ful hangover from New Year's 
Eve. 

But speaking of New Year's 
Eve, let me tell you about my 
New Year's resolution. I figure 
the reason I don't have anything 
to show for 1981 (e.g. no girl, no 
money, no social stature) is be
cause I lack proper etiquette. 

But how does one establish 
proper etiquette? I didn't know, 
do you know? Hell no! So the 
first thing I did when school 
started up after vacation was hit 
the school library in search of an 
etiquette book. Actually, I found 
several, and boy let me tell you, 
I would have never realized how 
bad my manners were if I 
hadn 't. Let me give you an ex
ample. 

In one book, Mind Your Man
ners, by Betty Allen and Mitch
ell Pirie Briggs, there was a quiz 
to test one's etiquette know
ledge. I failed . But I bet you 
would too. Try some of these 
quiz questions if you think your 
a smooth operator : 

1. You are out on a date at a 
dinner and you suddenly realize 
that you are eating the right 
food with the wrong fork. What 
then? 

2. Is it proper to eat fried 
chicken with your fingers in pub-
lic place? . 

3. Is it uncouth to take off 
your shoes while jitterbugging? 

4. You are about to meet 
people on a receiving line, just 
what are you supposed to say 
and do? 

5. When you spill something or 
drop a fork, what can you do be
sides hate yourself? 

6. H a boy likes a girl and the 
girl likes another boy, what 
should the first boy do? 

7. Should cream and sugar be 
used with a demitasse? 

8. Is it proper to leave a party 
if you're not having a good 
time? 

9. H your food is too hot, how 
do you cool it? 

10. What can a boy who knows 
his manners do when he is with 
a girl who doesn't know hers? 
When girls won't sit down when 
they have been asked to, h.ow 

cheered on the boys. 
Since then, there has been 

much progress in women 's 
sports at the high school, college 
and national level. Hellgate now 
has girls ' basketball and cross 
country in the fall ; gymnastics 
and swimming in the winter; 
and track, golf and tennis in the 
spring. Boys at Hellgate, how
ever, have two more sports to 
participate in than do girls . 
These are football and wrestling. 
This violates Title IV, which all 
schools must comply with in 
order to retain federal aid. 

Title IX says that schools 
sponsoring interscholastic, inter
collegiate or intramural sports 
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long must a boy stand if he has 
~een taught that "gentlemen 
don't sit down until all ladies 
present are seated?" 

Although I didn't know the 
"proper" answers to all of these 
questions, I didn't really care 
what the proper answers were. I 
mean, if I'm not having fun at a 
party, proper or not, I'm gonna 
leave. And if I'm out with a girl 
and she's standing around acting 
squirrelly, I'm gonna tell her to 
sit down and shut up. Perhaps, 
though, this is why I don 't have 
a girl friend now. Hey, I think 
I'm on to something. 

H I use proper etiquette, I'll 
have a lady in no time, right? 
Wrong. 

This is because according to 
Mind Your Manners a lady " is a 
woman who makes it easy for a 
man to be a gentleman." But 
how can a man be a gentleman 
if the woman he is with isn't a 
lady? How can I ever go out with 
a lady if I'm not a gentleman in 
the first place? Simple, the an
swer is etiquette. 

None of the books I've found , 
however, answer my kind of 
questions of etiquette. Some ex
amples are listed below. 

1. If a fly falls in your soup, do 
you eat around it or just close 
your eyes and quietly swallow 
it? 

2. How do you politely excuse 
yourself from the table to fart? 

3. How do you politely tell 
someone that they need to bathe 
more frequently? 

4. Is it more polite to wipe 
boogers under the table or under 
the chair? 

5. How do you politely tell a 
journalist that their column is 
disgusting and getting too long? 

must provide equal athletic oi 
portunities for members of 
BOTH sexes. The rule doesn't 
require that equal amounts of 
Jl'loney be spent on both men 
and women, but calls for equal 
treatment in terms of equip
ment, scheduling of games and 
practices, travel and daily expen
ses, coaching, lodging, training 
and playing facilities, publicity 
and athletic scholarships. 

Girls are not being given equal 
opportunities when they have 
two less sports than boys to par
ticipate in. Cheerleading and 
Valkyries are NOT the same 
tHing and should not be counted 
as interscholas~c sports for girls. 
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Cheerleaders and Vatkytie's· put ; 
in much time and effort. These 
activities, however, are tradi
tional and do not provide girls 
the opportunity to be part of the 
physical, highly skilled world of 
athletics that boys know so well. 
Many girls want to experience 
being part of a team, to fully uti

·lize their physical strength and 
coordination skills, to come into 
·contact with the rough world of 
competition, where you learn 
how to win and how to lose. Be
sides, cheerleading is not limited 
to girls ; boys can try out if they 
want to. 

The Montana High School As
sociation plans to propose that 

'girls paiMer volleyba~ become a 
winter interscholastic sport, be
ginrung the school year 1982-
1983, at their Jan. 25 and 26 
meetings. 

The proposal also wants to 
.add girls drill team as a competi
tive winter interscholastic activ
ity for girls. By providing these 
two activities, the association is 
trying to eliminate the inequalitY 
between girls ' and boys' sports. 
Drill team is not a contact sport 
though, and for this reason it 
shouldn't be considered one. 

Volleyball and another game 
sport need to be added to the 
list. Only then will girls and boys 
honestly have equal opportuni
ties in sports at Hellgate . 

Before you get carried away,
think about your next step ... 
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