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Report card A's 
Stand for attractiveness 

By Ann Naumann 
Assistant Features Editor 

Anyone who works hard, studies regularly, pays 
attention in class and does all the assignments, 
can get good grades, right? In most cases this is 
true, but recent research has shown that most 
people with good grades probably have another 
asset: attractiveness. 

According to researchers at the University of 
Wisconsin, teachers credit attractive children with 
more intelligence than less attractive kids. These 
and other test results have prompted social scien
tists and psychologists to begin seriously studying 
the effect beauty has upon a person's life. 

When asked if he agreed with this, English 
teacher Barry Williams replied, "Overall, yes. So
ciety as a whole favors attractive people." 

"It's natural to be prejudiced for someone 
who's good looking," said senior Regan Williams. 

Sophomore Missy Card also agreed. "I think so 
because of the attitude people have. On all the 
commercials, you always see beautiful women 
dancing with gorgeous men and they are depicted 
as being successful." 

An experiment that Jennifer Maxwell, sociology 
teacher, uses with her classes, supports this view. 
Every year, Maxwell separates her sociology class 
into two sections and gives each section a collec
-tion of photos of models clipped out of women's 
magazines. The students are asked to rank three 
pictures as the most beautiful, and three as the 
least beautiful. Consistently, with very few excep-

tions, the decisions are unanimous: The same six 
are placed in the same positions by every student 
every time. 

Maxwell believes this result shows how stan
dardized our concept of beauty is. When the cos
metic companies tell us we should look a certain 
way, we believe them. Any person fitting into this 
image is seen as being a person who has it all to
gether. Their impressions upon others are defi
nitely affected, and this could show up on their 
report cards. 

Other students agreeing with the attractiveness
good grade connection, had other explanations of 
why this would be true. "Teachers generally 
grade a little bit on the person themselves," said 
junior Mark Patton. "If you?re clean, attractive, 
nice, well-dressed, it will help your grade." 

Attractiveness, according to some, is an indica
tor of other qualities essential to receiving good 
grades. "If students take care of themselves and 
their hygiene, then they obviously take of them
selves and their grades," said freshman Lucy 
Rudbach. "Attractiveness affects students' atti
tudes," said Richard Barney, junior. "Most teach
ers, if not all, grade on attitude." 

Yet other people do not believe that attractive
ness has any relation to a grade received in a 
class, "All kinds of people get good grades 
whether they dress nicely or look nice, regard
less," said junior Sara Kester. "People who are 

·not attractive on the outside," said senior Amy 
Scherer, "get good grades, too." 

Do you knovv vvhat your body • 
IS saying? 

By Martha ·Roberts 
Editorials Editor 

Have you ever noticed the 1m-. 
easy feeling you get sitting in the 
lunch room when you are 
squished between a couple of 
people you don't know, as they 
elbow you in the side and take 

up all the space under the table 
with their feet? You are in reac
tion to their invasion of your pri
vate "body space." 

The study of proxernics, or 
"body space" is discussed by Ju
lius Fast in his book Body Lan· 
guage. According to Fast, people 

need to maintain a territory 
·around themselves called "body 
space." This area includes a cer
tain distance in front, behind, on 
either side and above their bod
ies. 

There are four zones of dis
tance that humans use when so
cially interacting with each 
other: the intimate distance, 
personal distance, social dis
tance and public distance. Each 
zone has a close phase and a far 
phase. 

The intimate distance is used 
for close contact, people stand
ing or sitting six to eight inches 
apart. The close phase of inti
mate distance occurs during love 
making, between very close 
friends and when children cling 
to parents. This contact is most 
common between men and 
women who know each other in
timately. This sort of body con
tact is acceptable between 
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women in American culture but 
not between men. In the Arab 
and other Mediterranean coun
tries, men are permitted to have 
such contact and will often walk 
hand in hand. 

When people are in a crowded 
environment where they cannot 
avoid infringing on other peo
ple's space, such as in a subway 
or an elevator, they observe cer
tain "body language rules." 
They stand stiffiy and try not tQ 
touch anyone. If contact does 
occur they draw away quickly or 
tense their muscles. 

The social distance is from 
four to seven feet apart. It usu
ally occurs when people transact 
impersonal business, such as a. 
homemaker talking to a store 
clerk. The far phase is from 
seven to twelve feet and is a part 
of formal social or business rela
tio.nships. 

Public distance is the farthest 
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extension of territory. The close 
phase, people twelve to twenty
five feet apart, is found at infor
mal gatherings (such as a 
teacher addressing a room full of 
students.) Over twenty-five feet 
apart is the far phase of public 
distance. Politicians sometimes 
use this public distance as a se
curity measure. Other animals 
often will also permit humans to 
come this close before fleeing. 

Other cultures have different 
zones of body space. In public 
places Arabs crowd together and 
like to touch, feel and smell each 
other. Pushing and shoving is 
normal body contact for them . 
Americans, however, have dis
tinct boundaries. When we stand 
in a line it is expected that no 
one will cut in front or violate 
our body space. Arabs don't 
share this same concept of pri
vacy. When Arab men talk, they 
look intensely into each other's 
eyes. American men interpret 
this as a challenge to their 
masculinity 

Body talk is the nonverbal way 
in which humans constantly 
communicate with each other. 
As we pass through each other's 
body space, however, we often 
are not aware of the signals we 
give out or receive from others. 
Because of this it is fascinating 
to watch people's unconscious 
movements and gestures. If you 
look closely, you see that what 
people say isn't always what 
they really mean . 


