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Swearing: the founder of·,civilization 
By Julie Burk 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

A few years ago, Zurich, Switzerland installed 
an obscenity line. Subscribers to the service re
ceived a code name and a secret telephone num
ber. At any hour, day or night, for about a dollar 
a minute, they could talk to a few men and 
·women who cheerfully listened to obscenities. 
That service reflects well enough the changing na
ture of profanity: It is not socially approved (an 
approved profanity is no profanity at all) but is 
more and more tolerated and even encouraged. 
Movies and greeting cards are "filthier" than ever 
and many forms of therapy encourage patients 
into relieving their frustration by swearing. 

In fact, says psychology teacher Wayne Bed
dow, "Swearing is safer than anything else. It's 
better to swear than to punch someone." 

Among grandiose claims for gutter language, 
William Whitney, a 19th century Yale philologist 
thought that human speech evolved out of primi
tive cursing - the yelps of early man. The most 
interesting therapy, however, belongs to Sigmund 
Freud. He once suggested that cursing was the 
beginning of civilization. "The first human being 
who hurled a curse instead of a weapon against 
his adversary," Freud once said, "was the 
founder of civilization." 

Not all swearing is so glamorous of course. Uni
versity of South California Psychologist Chaytor 
Mason says that obsessive profanity can be a sign 
of schizophrenia, especially if a person has always 
been excessively restrained. 

But too little swearing is as bad as too much. 
Four-letter words can salvage self-esteem and 
save one's ego from ex.termination. "The person 
using them," said Mason, "is proving that at least 
he has a mastery over something, if only_ his own 
mouth. It's a way of feeling powerful when one 
feels helpless. Show me a person who never 
swears, and I'll show you a person who is . unduly 
afraid of people. There are times when we have 
to get down and get earthy." 

call 'em 
mason mitchell 

Women, for example, are swearing more and 
fainting less. Historically, men never allowed 
women to swear, so when they became upset, 
their blood pressure would drop and they would 
faint. 

In any case, swearing is a good "outlet of ex
pression," says Beddow. 

Neverless, swearing still offends some people. 
Since most United State's dirty words stress "f", 
"sh" "k" "p" " t" "s" and "x" sounds Bed-
dow ~ugge~ts using "'non~nse syllables" t~t will 
allow people to vent their emotions, puzzle many, 
and offend no one. 

Mason also suggested making up harmless com
binations, such as "shexing" and "oh fex." How
ever', if this seems too tame, forei_gn languages 
make up an inexhaustible reservoir of foul lan
guage with tremendous shock value. 

Or, if foreign languages don't appeal to you, 
Beddow suggests using other references to the 
"bad" word. For example : If a person can't say 
"shit," he can always use words that me-an 
" shit," such as "excretement" or " feces" etc. 
This might be more socially acceptable said Bed
dow. 

However, one thing is certain. People who are 
taught that swearing is wrong, said Beddow, usu
ally start " thinking it, then whispering it, and 
eventually saying it." 

No matter what, people are bound to swear -
it's only human. As comedian George Carlin said 
on his album " Indecent Exposure," on the sub
ject of the word "shit," a middle-class housewife 
drops a pan and angrily utters "shit." After she 
realizes she actually said the " bad" word, she 
hurriedly exclaims, "oh shit. " 

Anyway, there is no point in trying to stop 
swearing. One sign that this is a correct assump
tion is the fate of Curseaholics Anonymous, an 
anti-swearing group founded in Cambridge, 
Mass., last June. Its 24-hour hot line was so 
swamped with foul-mouthed calls from offended 
swearers that the group disbanded one month 
later. 

During your high school ca
reer, many of you will be attend
ing various parties. At these par
ties you will come. into contact 
with many different people and, 
inevitably, a member of the op
posite sex will come your way. 
Whether you are the male or the 
female , you will be involved in 
" the art of picking up women." 

Cheerleader : "You were won
dE!rful. " 

Jock : " You and me .. . my car 
in five minutes . . . be there." 
Average guy : " I have a great 
sound system in my car. Would 
you like to hear it?" 

It normally begins with a 
heavy session of over-exagger
ated eye contact and this leads 
up to the male introducing him
self. The males can be classified 
into three basic types: jocks, av
erage guys, and pins. 

To introduce himself, the jock 
normally strolls up to the girl 
and says, "Hey chick, you proba
bly already know me, but . .. " 

The average guy usually goes 
up to the girl and says "Hi, my 
name is Dan Nicklay." This line 
is boring, (as are average guys) 
but it serves its purpose. 

The pin (this is my approach) 
crawls up to the girl and says 
with absolutely no confidence, 
"You probably don't want to 
know me, but ... " 

After he introduces himself, 
the male tries to make interest
ing and witty conversation with 
his potential mate: 
Jock: "What did you think of my 
last game? I scored 24 points." 

Jock : "I know." 
Cheerleader : " I think about you 
all of the time and I dream 
about you every night." 
Jock : " I know. I think and 
dream about myself, too. " 

Average guy : " What kind of 
music do you like?" 
Airhead : " Like 
wow . .. (hsssssss)." 
Average guy : " What are your fa
vorite hobbies?" 
Airhead : " Like 
wow . . . (psssssst)." 

Pin : " I can't live without you! " 
Warthog : "Go away. You have 
B.O." 
Pin : "Just let me hang out with 
you." 
Warthog: " Will you please quit 
kissing my feet and stand up." 

This kind of intelligent conver- ' 
sation usually sweeps the 
women off their feet. Now all 
that is needed is a sure-fire line 
to get the guy and girl alone to
gether. These are "pick-up 
lines" and let the guy know, 
without a doubt, whether the 
girl is interested. It is definitely 
a crucial point in the male's eve
ning. Of course, some guys feel 
the_ pr~ure nnore ~-o~e~: _ 

Me (I mean pin) : "(on knees) 
Please! Please! I beg you. I have 
money. I'll do your homework. 
I'll .. . 

Sure-fire lines like these sel
dom fail. When the guy finally 
gets to be alone with the girl, 
the conversation stops and the 
baseball game begins. 

Just as there are different 
kinds of guys involved, there are 
different leagues of baseball. 
Freshmen play pee wee, sopho
mores play little league, juniors 
play minor league, and seniors 
play major league pro-ball. . 

This type of ganne is played in 
a variety of areas, but this is 
usually not a spectator sport and 
thus, a well-lighted playing field 
is not necessary. And, although 
it is often thought of as baseball, 
no bats are used. On some occa-
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Washmg the mouth out with soap is a common remedy for 
people with foul mouths. ·, 

sions, however, women wish 
that they had a bat to use to hit 
some . .. 

There are various aspects of 
this sport which I cannot go into 
right now, for obvious reasons . I 
am sure that most of you realize, 
however, what the " bases" sig
nify. 

.Depending ori the location of 
the event, the arena sometimes 
becomes foggy (as does the 
male's memory the next morn
ing when be tries to recall all of 

the promises · that· hE! lnad~) : · 
And, although sworn to secrecy 
during the night, the next day 
some males become sports cas
ters. 

The baseball game can end for 
various reasons, such as error, a 
foul, unsportsman-like conduct, 
physical exhaustion, time run
ning out, etc. Usually by the 
time the game is over, it is time 
to run on home (or is that 
homerun?) M.M. 
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