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lizzard whips up problems

No negotiator yet
By Andy Gary
News Editor

MCHS Board of Trustees did not decide on a negotiator for 
the upcoming collective bargaining processes with teachers 
and discussed an approach to this year’s mill levy elections at 
a special board meeting last Friday.

Board member Pat Byrne said that “Major problems (be
tween the teachers and the school board) have been worked 
out” and that this year’s negotiations over contracts won’t be 
as complicated as last years.

The board submitted a letter to the MCHS/Education Asso
ciation stating they would like to begin negotiations by the 
first of February.

Paul Hetland was the negotiator for MCHS teachers’ con
tracts last year, and is one of a few possibilities for this year.
But, argued some board members, Hetland has to be flown to 
Missoula from Minneapolis, Minnesota for the negotiation pro
cess and is paid $65 per hour plus expenses (which include air 
fare). Board members said it would be less expensive to hire 
someone from the Missoula County area.

Other possibilities include Missoula attorney Jeremy Thane, 
(Thane’s fee is $75 per hour plus expenses), and Reid Stevens, 
former Hellgate assistant principal and MCHS Personell Direc
tor. Stevens has previously acted as a MCHS negotiator. One 
other possibility is using negotiates from the Montana School 
Board Association, is presently replacing three negotiators 
who resigned to form their own private business.

Trustee Gary Muralt suggested to the board that, taking into 
account the state of the economy, the next mill levy be the 
lowest possible, but still sufficient to “maintain quality educa
tion.” He said previously, if the fist mill levy is not passed, 
the budget is revised and another mill levy is submitted to the 
votes.

Muralt said he felt the people should know that the millage 
is as low as it can go before they vote, and that it cannot be
revised.

Byrne said, “The board realizes the state of the economy 
and is trying to do as much as they can.”
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Strong winds, low temperatures and blowing snow forced students to be dismissed early from school 
January 15. Inside Hellgate (inset) students crowd at the gym stairwell as they wait for buses while 
others battle the storm.

oard to dole out bucks
Trustees for the MCHS Dis

trict finally alloted the funds 
tied up by the MCHS teacher 
strike at a recent board meeting.

Money will be allottedl for 
classroom aides, lay readers, and 
a part-time librarian position 
that had been cut after the 
teachers strike.

Other school aides will be paid 
from money that was released 
when the Montana Supreme 
Court ruled in December to re
turn nearly $1.3 million in state 
funds to the district.

The board also approved the 
dispersal of nearly $295,099 to 
cover expenses such as legal'more-
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fees, supplies, construction, saia 
ries and benefits.

The $295,000 allocated went 
for a variety of programs, jobs, 
and supplies — some which 
were cut after the strike and the 
first Mill levy was defeated.

• $79,000 for fringe benefits on 
teachers back pay.

• $74,520 — additional person
nel including salaries for one 
part-time librarian at Seely Swan 
High School, seven library aides, 
three clerks, one CETA teacher, 
a data processing instructor and 
the lay-reader program.

• $50,000 — to cover district 
leeal fees.

By Mike Shoen
Journalism I

Missoulians experienced this 
winter’s first blizzard Friday 
Jan. 15 and students experienced 
many problems.

Winds up to 50 miles per hour 
sent temperatures from 38 de
grees to a cold 5 degrees in one 
hour. Blowing snow reduced vis
ibility thus forcing roads going 
out of Missoula to be closed. 
Strong winds blew down trees 
on roads going up the Rattle

- $35,000 — temporary re
placements, overtime pay, and 
severance pay for custodians.

• $29,197 — for paper and cus
todial supplies.

• $22,280 construction projects 
including cabinets and closets at 
Big Sky High Scool and remodel
ing of the district Instructional 
Materials Center.

Another $3,000 was allocated 
for teachers pay.

It was moved to delay the de
cision concerning the funding of 
summer school, according to 
trustee Gary Muralt, “We need 
more input before we decide 
whether summer school is need
ed/’
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snake. The storm also caused a 
13 car pileup on 1-90 near Garri
son, MT leaving two dead.

The blizzard also forced Mis
soula high schools to dismiss 
early. Hellgate students were 
dismissed at 1:15 p.m. Principals 
at the three schools were ad
vised to let students out early by 
Rick LaVelle, Missoula Civil De
fense director, and Mike Bow
man, county superintendent of 
schools Messages were sent to 
teachers telling them to dismiss 
students and Principal Don
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Steel sculpture 
Knight planned 
for annex wall

By Lori Getter
Assistant News Editor

Plans have been made for 
building a metal knight on a 
horse that will be placed on the 
new annex building facing 
Brooks Street according to mar
keting teacher Brad Hart.

Hart and others have been in
volved in bringing more pride to 
Hellgate. Recently a knight head 
was put up in front of the gym
nasium doors.

“The knight head was de
signed by Assistant Principal 
Ken Colbo. Doug Kimmel senior 
did the lettering and welding 
teacher Dan Gilman and his stu
dents cut and welded the pieces 
together. The entire process 
took about a month,” according 
to Hart.

The money for the knight head 
was mostly donated. The esti
mated cost was around $50.

Hart said the reason why the 
project was completed so soon 
was everyone gave a lot of time. 
“It took around 40 hours just to

Harbaugh cancelled extracurric
ular activites for Jan. 15 and 16. 
The Hellgate basketball game 
against Kalispell was resched
uled.

Out of town students had trou
ble getting to their home be
cause of roads being closed. Bus 
drivers had trouble due to poor 
visibiity. Special education stu
dents were hand delivered to 
their homes. Some buses didn’t 
leave until 5:00. Telephones 
were tied up so messages could 
not be sent out.

cut out the letters. The custodi
ans gave their time by putting 
the head up and the wiring in 
bad weather during their Christ
mas vacation.”

“Future goals are to build an 
80 by 14 foot knight on a horse 
that would be placed on the wall 
of the new annex facing Brooks 
and Higgins. Mr. Colbo has al
ready designed it and Mr. Gil
man has already offered his time 
cutting and welding the metal. 
The only thing we have to do 
now is start the actual process of 
putting it together. It should be 
finished before school is out,” 
said Hart.

Hart commented that this 
project , will cost between $200- 
$300. “It’s a lot cheaper doing it 
this way. A company doing this 
would probably cost $2,000.”

Other goals are this spring to 
tear out the cement and replace 
it with new cement that will be 
dyed red and possibly painting 
the trim gold around the build
ing.V


