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Risky teens drive up car insurance rates
More and more teen-agers are 

driving than in years before. 
Many of them are find that their 
insurance policy is costing them 
more than they thought.

“The reason is obvious,” said 
a Larry Larson Insurance agent 
Tom Hodge. “Statistics prove 
that teen-agers are not good 
drivers and that’s why their in
surance rate is so high. Teen
agers are high risk drivers.”

According to Newsweek, “One 
out of ever four teen-age drivers 
will get into some sort of vehical 
accident and over half thoses ac
cidents will be related to under

the influence.”
Insurance companies take this 

and other statistics in deciding 
how much you will pay for your 
insurance policy. According to 
Hodge, “It is first broken down 
into a principle or non-principle 
driver, meaning if you drive a lot 
or casually. It is then broken 
down to if you are a male or 
female. Females usually have 
cheaper premiums simply be
cause statistics have proven that 
females are better drivers than 
males. It is then broken down to 
if you have had drivers educa
tion and if you have a B grade

point average. Good students 
seem to be better drivers.”

According to Hodge, after that 
is completed they then decide 
how much you wifi be paying for 
your insurance premium.

“Insurance really isn’t that 
high but it does get to be expen
sive when you’ve had a few tick
ets and been in a few automo
bile accidents. After two wrecks 
the company will cancel the 
policy and then you have to go 
into the high risk insurance 
policy that is very expensive,” 
said Hodge.

.According to Hellgate junior

Dave Elmore, “I’ve had about 
seven accidents-mostly fend ben
ders and I have to get my insur
ance from a high risk insurance 
company. I am now paying 
around $133 a month for insur
ance.

Many students are finding that 
it is cheaper to be on their par
ents insurance policy. According 
to a junior, “I’m on my parents 
policy and it’s saving us a lot of 
money provided that we don’t 
get into any wrecks in the fu
ture.”

There is, however, problems 
of being on your parents’ insur

ance policy and that is if there 
are two wrecks in a period of 
three years, the policy will be 
canceled and that would even 
make your parents have to get a 
new insurance policy. A student 
at Hellgate said, “I got on my 
parents’ insurance policy three 
years ago. About two years ago I 
totaled my parents new car. I 
haven’t gotten any tickets since 
then but this last December I 
was driving and the roads were 
slick and I slid into another car. 
Now the insurance policy is 
being canceled and both me and 
my parents are out in the cold.”

1982 Girls' Staters
Norgaard, Reynolds, Ridgeway

Wendy Norgaard, Ellen Reynolds and Karyn Ridgeway have 
been selected as the 1982 delegates to Girls’ State which is 
May 30-June 5 at Caroll College in Helena. First alternate is 
Crista Cady, second is Angela Dwight, and third is Dawn New
man.

Out of 12 applicants, six were picked by the faculty. The 
girls of the junior class then chose the selected three. Counse
lor Marolane Stevenson said that girls are r eked on the basis 
of character, leadership qualities, honesty, and scholarship.

“Girls’ State gives selected girls in Montana the opportunity 
to leam about duties, rights, privileges and responsibilities of 
United States citizenship,” Stevenson said. “They leam the 
practical mechanics of government by participating in the pro
cess.”

While there, participants elect city and state officials, cam
paign and vote for candidates, submit bills for the House and 
Senate. Two girls also get elected for Girls’ Nation, a one 
week program in Washington, D.C.

During the last two days at Girls’ State, girls elected to state 
positions get to visit with the actual elected officials at the 
Capital and are shown exactly what their new “positions” are, 
said Stevenson. Tfie rest of the girls can either be members of 
the House or Senate or attend special workshops.


