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M!lral Majority a threat to freedom 
By Julie Burk 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

A year has passed and much of 
the furor created by the Moral 
Majority has died down. This, 
however, does not mean that the 
Moral Majority has become inac
tive. Founder and leader Jerry 
Falwell claims to recruit mil
lions each year. This alone 
should be enough to remind 
people of how powerful and dan
gerous this fundamentalist Chris
tian ll)bbying group really is. 

One should realize that beyond 
the guise of pro-traditional fam
ily, pro-morality, and pro-Ameri
canism, the Moral Majority es
pouses some very harmful views. 
This is especially frightening 
considering the massive political 
clout it has. If important politi
cians decide to/or continue to 
listen to them, MM could turn 
America into a very restricted 
society. 

MM launched a campaign to get 
rid of much of the sex and vio
lence now on TV. To do this it 
applied much pressure on Proc
tor and Gamble, television's 
largest advertiser. Falwell said 
that the three major networks 
would pay much -attention to 
MM's demands if threatened 
with the prospect of losing Proc
tor and Gamble's money. 

Falwell would like to see the 
programming of the 1950's re-For instance, earlier last year, 

life in the fat lane 
iohnengen 
Boy,,arn I depressed. Sure, you're asking why is 
he depressed? Well, I'll tell you. I've got a bad 
case_ of the post-holiday-ate-too-m1Jch blues. This 
particular syndrome strikes nearly all people of 
the overweight persuasion following Christmas 
and New Years. Every fat person's mom is a good 
cook, and the holidays are the time they really . 
gear up. B~fore ~ew Years, the food supply at 
home was mcredible. It has now dwindled to a 
dried-up piece of salami. This is a sad tale and I 
might just write a song about it some day. 

Do you know how difficult it is for a guy like 
~e to buy clothes? The only way I can get clothes 
IS to get my friends at Missoula Tent and Awning 
to sew me a pair of green pants. Now you know 
why I',m such a drab dresser. After thinking of 
that, I m more depressed than ever. Speaking of 
depressed areas, I think I'll skip downtown and 
tell, you a little bit about Double Front Chicken. 

I m sure you've heard Gene Herndon on the 

radio talkig about how many chickens he has sold. 
He has good reason to brag. They make a lunch 
special that's probably one of the best deals in 
town. 

Double Front creates a good portion of chicken 
(leg and thigh) and a load of fries for $1.50. The 
chicken is good, nice and greasy, the way I like it. 
Quality and quantity score an 8. 

Atmosphere is another story. Going down there 
in the daylight is somewhat frightening and going 
down there at night is taking your life in your own 
hands. Have you ever had a wino approach you 
and say "your chicken or your life?" Of course 
I'm exaggerating, but the atmosphere is not in
credibly pleasing. Atmosphere is a 2. 

Service is quick, kind of friendly, and altogether 
not too bad. Service is a 7. 

Overall Double Front scores a 6. Check it out. 
You're gonna have to trust me on this one. 

turn. He would like Americans 
to sit down as a family and in
tently watch such shows as 
"Father Knows Best". There is 
nothing wrong with this, but it is 
simply impossible. Those old 
shows are just too corny. Morals 
and expectations have changed 
far too much to be able to watch 
those shows seriously. Besides, 
who is Falwell to say what is too 
violent or too "dirty" for all 
people? What offends him may 
not offend others. Falwell 
should let people decide for 
themselves. He should also 
remember that everyone has the 
option of turning the TV off. No 
one is forced to watch anything. 

Furthermore, Falwell is igno
rant. Last August, he turned on 
Phil Donahue, calling him a 
"sex activist." The Moral Major
ity actually coti.nted up the num
ber of so-called "sex" subjects 
on his show during a four week 
period. Falwell fails to under
stand that these so-called "sex" 
subjects are pressing social is
sues not to be ignored or cov
ered up. 

Moreover, Falwell and his fol
lowers support prayer in the 
public schools. Prayer should be 
neither voluntary nor forced. If 
students are really interest in 

prayer, they will do so outside of 
s~hool. And, th~y have the op
tion of attending a religious 
school. 

Different religions and sects 
such as the Hare Krishnas, Uni
fication Church and the like, in
sist on worshipping in their own 
way and don 't want to be forced 
into accepting someone else's 
formula for prayers and religious 
observances. 

Some Americans regard 
prayer as a statement of a par
ticular religious belief, an 
therefore , should not have to 
even witness prayer in public 
schools. It is not the business of 
the state to combine public in
stitutions and religion. 

Perhaps Falwell and his fol
lowers should go to Russia. This 
would enable them to live in 
restricted and ignorant bliss. 
They would never be offended 
by anything because they would 
never be informed about any
thing. However, since this is 
highly unlikely, people should 
take the time to become in
formed about the Moral Major
ity's activities, so they can make 
knowledgeable decisions about 
future political candidates who 
ultimately make decisioins con
cerning everyone's future. 
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ity could execute today. Be- there is definitely something 
tween the Soviet Union and the wrong. 
United States alone, we already If the MX is deployed, it will 
have enough nuclear missiles, be viewed by the Soviet Union 
submarines, and bombs to as a first-strike capacity weapon, 
destroy the earths' population not as a national defense 
many times over. weapon. This is because the MX 

Although we have this im- is so monstrous; that's all it 
mense destructive power, it does could be viewed as. Further-
not seem enough to satisfy the more , wherever the MX is 
administration in Washington, placed will be the first spot to go 
D.C. The proposal for the MX in the event of a nuclear attack. 
(Missile Experimental) is the This is no small area we're talk-
biggest moral and ethical ques- ing about either, it's at least a 
tion of the century. hundred miles around the area 

The MX is a plan for 100 nu- bombed. With Montana as one 
clear warheads, each having 280 of the top choices for deploy-
times the destructive force of ment, that means you and I will 
the Hiroshima bomb, which be the first to go. Nuclear fall-
killed 240,000 people. That's 67,- out haven and glorious radiation. 
200,000 people for each nuclear If deployed by 1986, which is 
warhead. Times 100, it equals how the plan now stands, the 
67,200,000,000 people. And love MX would be obsolete by 1990 
thy neighbor if there are any because of Russian technology. 
left. The initial strategy of the MX 

On December 31, 1981, the Air was to put it on a racetrack 
Force announced that Malstrom device and to move it around so 
Air Force Base in Great Falls is it would be harder for the Soviet 
definitely one of the options for Union to pinpoint. The most re-
deployment of the MX. The only cent proposals have totally left 
other named spot was Wyoming. out this original strategy by put-
A $1 trillion military budget ting the MX in already existing 

· will be decided _upon this _spring silos. So with what logic do we 
by Congress. This phenomenal explain building this homocidal 
amount is equal to three times weapon? 
as much as America spent pre- NOW is the time for Montan-
paring for ans to make their viewS heard in 
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