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Speakers tell the inside story on all the events 

By Greg Vance 
Staff Writer 

As the speech tea01 prepares 
for the state speech tourna01ent 
in Havre, this is a good ti01e for 
a story concerning what the 
speech progra01 is all about. 

Mark McMillan , who coDl
petes in Me01orized Public Ad
dress (MPA), says he doesn't do 
"a hell of a lot" of preparation 
before a 01eet. But he says he 
does practice enough so that he 
doesn't forget his speech under 
pressure. 

"The 01ost i01portant thing (in 
MPA) is positive thinking," Mc
Millan said. "It is very iDlpor
tant that you really believe that 
you are the best and deserve to 
win." 

MPA is 5 Dlinutes of so01eone 
else's fa01ous speech, and an
other 5 minutes analyzing the 
speech. Judging is supposed to 
cover speaking ability and confi
dence, but according to McMil
lan, the judges are now looking 
01ore for what you are saying 
rather than how well you say it. 

Exte01poraneous speaker 
Mark Patton spends about 2 
hours a week preparing for a 
01eet. He says most of the time 
is spent preparing a file with 
01ajor news articles and quotes 
from 01ajor magazines. 

" In exte01p you are presented 
with a topic and you have 30 
minutes to prepare a 5-8 01inute 
speech," Patton said. " The rea
son I personally enjoy it is be
cause I think everything else 
takes too 01uch preparation 
ti01e. " 

Castalia 
ellen reynolds 

So01ewhere in the schools' 
e01ergency syste01, there is a big 
screw-up. I can't believe the stu
pidity of the schools in not let
ting the students out before 
lunch when the blizzard hit on 
Friday, Jan. 15. - Instead, the 
schools held everyone until 1:15 
p.01., when the storm was at full 
tilt. 

Mike Shoen had 01any inter
esting things to say about Expo
sitory speaking. 

Shoen says, "Expos is fun be
cause you are able to choose 
your own topic, research infor
mation on it, and share your 
findings with others through 
speaking and \·isual aids, such as 
poste~ . " 

He uses about 7 hours a week 
in preparation for a 01eet, and 
01ost of that tiOle is spent draw
ing his posters and writing and 
practicing his speech. 

" I suppose that I could really 
put that tiDle to better use, like 
eating or sleeping, but I get 
along okay," said Shoen. Accord
ing to Shoen, judges in expos 
look for successful conveyance 
of ideas and thoughts. He said 
he enjoys the added advantage 
of having visual posters there to 
look at and help hiD1 in case he 
gets stuck. 

" Y-ou get to 01eet a lot of in
teresting people and learn about 
a lot of interesting topics ," 
Shoen said. " So01e of the win
ning speeches this year are those 
on the Rubik's Cube, and Med. 
flys ." 

Kim Card is a Lincoln-Douglas 
debater. She says she enjoys L-D 
Debate better than Tea01 Debate 
because debaters are one on 

one , and the topics concern 
01ore 01oral values than " hard 
facts ." 

" You 01ust have a written af
firmative case, 3 pages typed, 
and supported with evidence", 
Card said. " But you don't know 
which side you will be on first, 

How the syste01 works is that 
Civil Defense Director Rick 
LaVelle calls Missoula _ County 
School Superintendent Mike 
Bowman if there is an eDler
gency. Bow01an then notifies the 
principals, who decide if the 
schools will get let out. 

LaVelle said that he recoDl
Dlended that they conte01plate 
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Hellgate placed several speakers at last weekend's Inter-city 
Speech Met to pull through with first place. One of several 
events in speech is debate. Above Richard Barney and partner 
Rick Summers present a case. 

shutting the schools down 
·shortly after 1 p.Dl. 

" I knew there was a storm 
co01ing," said LaVelle, "but I 
didn ' t know if it was going to hit 
Missoula." The stor01 had al
ready hit by 1 p.Dl. Actually, it 
started at about 12:45. 

It see01s to 01e that they 
would know if the storm was 
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going Cb tut by noon, as It w~ 
coDling this way. If the schools 
had been notified of the stor01 
by no~n , they could've been let 

out then. This would have 
caused less confusion, and 
would've given the students ti01e 
to get ho01e safely before the 
store hit. 
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so you 01ust be prepared with 
negative argu01ents too . It is 
very i01portant to think about 
both sides of the topic carefully, 
and be prepared to present both 
sides of the argu01ent." 

ID1pro01ptu is the 01ost fast
paced of the events, according to 
Jean Fontenot. 

" You are given a political car
toon , and 01ust prepare a 3 to 5 
Dlinute speech using no files, 
only your Dlind and iDlagina
tion," said Fontenot. " a re
sult you have to be able to whip 
things off the top of your head." 

Fontenot practices about four 
to six hours a week, and he said 
all that entails is "doing it until 
you get it right. " 

Debater Richard Barney 
spends six and a half hours a 
week practicing and preparing. 

" Debate is persuasive argu
Dlent," Barney says. " You 01ust 
build a file and be ready to 
present evidence supporting 
your side. A little BS now and 
then doesn ' t hurt anything 
either. " 

Assistant coaches Wally Cong
don , Jay Schuschke and head 
coach Barry Willia01s, all agree 
that 01orale is good and that 
Hellgate has a chance of doing 
very well at the state 01eet in 
Havre . 

Correction 
In the last issue of the Lance, 

the " Pride and Prejudice" sto 
had so01e Dlistakes pertaining to 
characters. Jane is played b 
Sarah McMillan , instead o 
Missy Card. Elizabeth is playe 
by Missy Card, and the characte 
left out was Mary, played b 
Maile Field. 

Because the day started out 
clear and blue, no one was pre
pared for such a cold storm. The 
wind-chill factor was -35 to -45 
degrees. 

I ran ho01e, and the left side 
of 01y face froze instantly. My 
eyelashes froze together, and I 
couldn't feel 01y left ear for 
quite so01e ti01e after I got 
ho01e. I can i01agine that the 
students who had to walk farther 
than I froze co01pletely. 

The worst part of the whole 
screw-up was watching the kin
dergarten and younger grade
schoolers struggle ho01e. Kids 
were crying, and had a hard 
ti01e walking in the snow drifts 
and wind. 

It's not fair to the students 
and faculty to have to struggle 
ho01e in a storm. Next tiOle 

· there is an e01ergency, I hope 
the e01ergency syste01 is 01ore 
efficient. 


