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Tuition school 
possibility in 
near future

MCHS Board decided to post
pone allocation money for the 
first half of a 1982 summer 
school program at a school 
board meeting last week.

The board will probably make 
a decision after they have a 
chance to look at alternatives to 
summer school, said MCHS Per
sonnel Director Joe Roberts. A 
list of alternatives should be 
completed by February 10, he 
said. Some suggestions are a tui
tion summer school or tuition 
night school program.

“We need now to find the 
number of students that need 
help, and the number of stu
dents that are willing to pay tui
tion,” said Roberts.

Hellgate counselors are asking 
juniors and seniors who are defi
cient in credits if they would be 
willing to pay to attend school to 
make up the credits. They list 
the cost of summer school at $25 
per quarter credit (.25).

Counselor Rick Burrell said 
only “core” classes: math, sci
ence, English and social studies, 
will be offered. Elective classes 
like music, art and traffic educa
tion would not be available.

“My understanding is that 
they are going to offer basic 
classes to help those that are de
ficient, so that they may gradu
ate with their class,” said coun
selor Dennis Radtke. “It is not 
intended as an enrichment pro
gram.”

Radtke said he thought that 
the program would only be for 
students needing credits to grad
uate and not for people wanting 
to take extra credits.

Roberts said summer school 
involves two fiscal years (a fiscal 
year begins in July) and that the 
first half of a session this sum
mer could be paid for with the 
regained $1.3 million interest 
and income funds, which would 
pay for $45,000 of the approxi
mate total cost, $110,000.

The second half of the sum
mer school session would be 
paid with money from the 
MCHS. 1982-3 fiscal year budget.
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A rare moment of sun brightens the sky outside of Judith Gap, Montana. Lance photo editor Clay Deckert 
traveled to the area to see if there really was a Two Dot, MT, and took this photo on the way

Assassinations occur frequently at Hellgate
By Greg Vance 
Assistant Fine Arts Editor 

You move cautiously through the hall. Your 
hand grips the butt of your trusty pistol. Which 
one of the countless faces is the one who is trying 
to kill you? Suddenly you sense a wetness on your 
back. Whirling, and with gun in hand, you turn to 
face the grinning attacker with the still-dripping 
pistol. Your heart sinks, because you are dead.

Scenes like the one above have been played out 
twice in the last two weeks at Hellgate. It is not 
real, it is a game called “Assassination”.

Junior Robert Simonis, otherwise know by such 
terms as “the Godfather” and “Game Master”, 
segregates his list of some 15 odd players and as
signs targets to each player, for a two to three day 
session.

Recently, the time period allowed to play the 
game has been changed from only at lunch to all 
day long, including during classes. Simonis 
wanted the game to be played only at lunch, how
ever, due to the overwhelming response of game

players he has decided to allow that it be played 
all day.

Sophomore player Frank Pfau said, “It’s a lot 
more interesting than sitting around in the cafete
ria and doing nothing. I got started when some
one else shot me. Besides, it’s a lot of fun.”

Player Mike Shoen, a sophomore, agreed with 
Pfau that the game is “good clean fun.”

“It gives us an element of danger. It's a chal
lenge. It gives you a chance to use your killer in
stincts.” said Shoen “it’s kind of like fighting a 
war in high school.”

Shoen said that the joy of plastering someone 
got him started.

Messages of targets (which are other players) 
are hand-delivered by Simonis on cryptic notes, 
and once you are shot, you are out for that session 

f the game.
Simonis picks the targets randomly, but he says 

he tries to get people who know each other, to 
make it a little easier.

He started the game on the spur of the mo

ment. “I wondered if anybody would want to play 
it if I asked,” he said. “The response I got in one 
classroom alone was incredible, so that’s how it 
got started.”

He said that Assassination is open to everyone, 
male or female. He would really like to see some 
faculty members in a session. Interested people 
can contact Simonis himself at lunch in Tom 
Graff’s or Greg Lenihan’s room on the third floor.

Simonis did say that the game has had some 
problems with responsibility at Hellgate. but that 
these problems are worked out quickly. Assassina
tion has been banned entirely from some schools 
because of the problems, such as cutting classes 
to execute kills Students can really blow off a 
lot of steam while playing it.”

Principal Don Harbaugh stated, however, that 
squirt guns in the buildings are illegal.

So the next time you roam the halls at lunch, 
watch out for pistol-packing assassins.


