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pretzel logic letters 
to the editor 

ian moulding 

I heard a very interesting 
rumor the other day : someone 
has been putting Valium in the 
cinnamon rolls in the cafeteria. 

dents have showing zero enthu
siasm for anything from liberal 
arts to picking their noses. 

their feet. 2) Reagan is 
all. 

Actually, many problems ot 
modern America can be accu
rately blamed on Reagan. The 
situation at Hellgate is a micro
cosm of the rest of the country. 

Misjudgement 

To the Editor: 
In recent times, magazines 

and newspapers have increas
ingly become the podium from 
which the country's astute guar
dians of public and private mor
ality dispense outrage and their 
idea of justice. And while the 
Lance doesn't quite qualify as a 
repository of the lurid expose', 
we can rest ensured that even 
among the young there are those 
whose urge to do the RIGHT 
thing is so acute that only public 
disclosure will assuage their out
rage at blatant wrongdoing. 

highly personal and the choice of 
Karen Jenni's words implies the 
most severe judgement. No at
tempt was made to contact the 
"culprit" to ask for an account
ing as to lack of attribution to 

. provide a chance for an explana
tion. Instead, the punishment of 

This would clear up quite a 
few questions I have been asking 
myself lately. Like why everyone 
at Hellgate has been acting like 
something from "Night of the 
Living Dead lately. " Or why stu-

Since I never . eat the schools 
cinnamon rolls, I can approach 
the matter objectively. I have 
~9m~ to two conclusions : 1) 
Hellgate students are dead on 

America is growing more con
servative every day, but Reagan 
is not really to blame for that. 
No, Ronnie is only a symptom of 

public humiliation was chosen as 
the most effective. Well, I have 
seen the effects on a decent 
human being, and I'm shocked. I 
have known and taught Julie 
piano for the past nine years, 
and I hold her to be wholly inca
pable of deception. I do believe 
that it was a simple oversight in 
a story written in haste to beat a 
deadline. It is common practice 
for journalists to copy from their 
colleagues if the content is con
sidered superior to what one can 
offer oneself. Julie is highly in
telligent, very conscientious and 
always willing to accept yet an
other assignment! It stands to 
reason that she wouldn't prac
tice plagiarism from a well 
known magazine such as Time 
- to be found on just about 
everyone's coffee table. After 
all, there are thousands of rela
tively unknown magazines which 
languish in obscurity and which 
would have provided a rich mine 
for " theft". 

the disease, like a postule on a 
plague victim. 

The pendulum has swung to 
the right, and it probably won't 
swing back towards the left for 
another ten years . This means 
that Americans are going to have 
to get used to the idea that 
people are going to be walking 
corpses until the pendulum does 
swing back. 

People usually get conserva
tive during periods of economic 
decline, which is what we're ex
periencing now. Everyone is 
scared to spend money, spend 
time, or show emotions for any
thing, no matter how small or 
insignific 

"But what can I, Joe Highs-
• chool do about it?" What you can 

do is get off your duff and start 
getting involved. If there's some= 
thing you don't agree with, point 
it out. Say, "THAT'S WRONG, I 
DON'T AGREE! " That way, at 
least you can 't get blamed for 
not trying. 

I am of course referring to 
senior Karen Jenni 's letter to 
the editor accusing ,Julie Burk of 
"blatant plagiarism" in regard 
to a Lance story on swearing. 
Even the less-than-articulate 
reader will recognize the con
notations contained in those 
words: "an offensively obtrusive 
act intending to deceive" ! 

Anyone knowing Julie Burk 
will agree that such an inter
pretation is utterly preposterous. 
Of course Karen Jenni had every 
right to point to the obvious act 
of copying much of Time maga
zine John Leo's story. No at
tempt was made to juggle 
words , names or concepts in 
order to conceal the fact of copy
ing! The story lacked the proper 
attribution. And that is the only 
fact Karen Jenni should have 
pointed out. Any assessment is 

If indeed "blatant plagiarism" 
had been at work, Karen Jenni 's 
reaction would have been per
fectly suitable, but in this case 
only needless humiliation and 
sadness result. 

Ingrid Holliday 
519 Hastings 

Give _Hellgate's building 
While attendmg Hellgate, it becomes 

hard to _ign_ore t~~ dull colored chipped 
walls , dnppmg cedmg tiles, defunct drink
ing faucets, and graffitied locker fronts 
that characterize the old building. This 
problem, however, does not rest solely on 
the shoulders of today's students or the 
janitorial staff that is presently employed 

more respeCt 

at Hellgate. 
When it became apparent to school of

ficials that the two existing high schools 
were overcrowded (Hellgate and Sen- . 
tinel), several options were open to solve 
the problem. This problem, which grew 
over the years, left Hellgate's fate in the 
balance; several options advocated closing . 
Hellgate altogether. While money was 
bu~geted for Sentinel's upgrading and 
mamtenance Hellgate's funds were kept 
at a minimum - who wanted to pour 
money into a building that may be demol- . 
ished in the near future? 

As a result, through the years Hellg- , 

ate's maintenance has gotten far behind. 
The condition of the auditorium the old 
bleachers needing replacement' in the 
boy's gym and a lack of circuit outlets in 
many rooms in the old building are only a 
few of the many projects that need to be 
tackled to upgrade Hellgate's present con-
ilitioo. · 

All of these projects-, however, need 
money and manpower. Due to the teach
er's strike, three people were cut from the 
janitorial staff while at the same time the 
area they were responsible for grew with 
the added footage of the annex. Money, 
dependent upon the passage of mill levies . ' Is scarce. 

At the same time, vandalism and lit
tering continue among Hellgate students. 
Some upgrading projects that janitors 
have already completed have been in vain, 
because of student's actions. For ex
ample, in two weeks, eight fire extinguish-

ers have been either vandalized or stolen. 
The cost of replacing these extinguishers 
would be $56 a piece. 

The Hellgate High School building has 
served the Missoula·community for nearly 
fifty years. Much of its structural detuH, 
such as its rounded windows and the 
hardwood sills encasing the windows 
could never be rebuilt today ; concrete 
and steel cost much less. 

Any money Missoulians have ever put 
into Hellgate has served them well. Sev
eral generations have benefitted from that 
and there is no reason why future genera
tions cannot do the same. Hellgate deser
ves special consideration when budgets 
are decided upon by the administration 
and Board of Trustees for upgrading con
cerns. Until that time, those of us at Hell
gate can treat the building with more re
spect. Hellgate deserves to remain a Mis
soula tradition for more years to come. 
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