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GED offers another way to graduate Alternati 
By Michelle Campbell 
Staff Writer 

GED stands for General Educational 
Development and often is the first name 
of a certain test. The ACE or American 
Council on Education has a testing service 
which gives the test. According to a pam
phlet issued by the Missoula Vocational 
Technical Center, today the tests are used 
in all 51 states, in many Canadian prov
inces, and U.S. territories. 

A GED certificate will generally be ac
cepted by most forms of higher education 
and employers as equivilant to a high 
school diploma. 

Sue Mielke is the department chair per
son for the Learning Center. Mielke said, 
"The GED really has saved a lot of 
people. " High school dropouts may take a 
GED test after a certain procedure and be 
considered a high school graduate. 

The GED test includes five subjects. 
They are, writing skills, social studies, sci
ence, reading skills , and mathematics. 
The following descriptions are from the 
above mentioned pamphlet: (1) Writing 
Skills - The questions on the writing 
skills test are intended to measure a per
son 's ability to use standard written Eng
lish clearly and effectively. The candidate 
must identify errors in spelling, capitaliza
tion, punctuation, and grammar; recog
nize preferred ways of writing sentences ; 
and analyze the organization and logic of 
sentences within a passage. (2) Social 
Studies - The social studies test contains 
materials drawn from United States his
tory, economics, geography, political sci
ence, and the behavior sciences. The 
questions require the candidate to demon
strate an understanding of basic principles 
and ideas in each area by interpreting 
meanings, drawing conclusions, and iden
tifying causes and effects. (3) Science -
The science test questions are drawn from 

Many students have 

the areas of biology, earth science, chem
istry, and physics. Reading passages and 
individual questions test a candidated's 
understanding of basic principles and 
ideas. As in the social studies test, most 
questions require using the information 
presented in the reading passages or ques.
tions to analyze and solve problems, ex
plain results, or interpret given informa
tion. (4) Reading Skills - The reading 
skills test questions are based on passages 
drawn from newspapers , magazines , 
prose, literature, poetry, amd drama. The 
questions require a candidate to demostr
ate an understanding of what is read, in
terpret the meaning of the passages, and 
draw conclusions implied but not directly 
stated by the author. (5) Mathematics -
The mathematics test questions cover 
arithmetic, algebra, and geometry. Most 
questions involve some computation and 
most use a real-life situation for the prob
lem or ask the candidate to interpret in
formation presented in graphs, charts, ta
bles, or diagrams. 

The whole test costs $4 to take, and a 
lot of free study aides are offered by the 
GED program in the Vo-Tech Center. 

Around 450 to 600 people take the test 
annually in Missoula and approximately 
seven-eighths pass the first time. Mielke 
said that one may take any part of the test 
over again, as many times as necessary 
until he passes. There is a factor of time, 
however, between the testing times. If 
one fails once he must wait a month to 
take the section over again. If he fails 
twice, he must wait three months and so 
on. The Vo-Tech Center offers a pre-test 
and also instruction on an individual stuay 
basis. Both of these are free . 

To enroll for the GED one must have a 
letter from the principal of the last high 
school attended, a letter granting permis
sion from one's parents or gaurdian (this 

applies if the candidate is a minor) , and 
also must visit with the Vo-Tech Center 
counselor. 

Many students believe they will just 
drop out of school because they don't like 
the routine, and take the GED to get a di
ploma. Mielke doesn't believe this is what 
the program is designed for . Mielke said, 
"This is not a program to supplant high 
school. " 

There are a couple of age stipulations to 
basically cover this factor. The minimum 
age of receiving a High school Equivel
ancy Certificate is 18, with one exception 
to 17-year-olds. A 17-year-old who does 
not meet the minimum age requirement 
must provide the testing center with veri
fication that he or she has been out of the 
classroom at least one year, and that his 
or her class has graduated. " A lot of stu
dents," said Mielke, "are under the belief 
that they can just take the test as juniors 
in high school. Then they'll just go on to 
the UM. The UM won't accept a GEQ 
Certificate from anyone unless their class 
has graduated." 

An ex-Hellgate student, Steve Dehner 
took the GED test in April. Dehner said 
he thought the test was pretty basic. It 
takes around six hours and covers basic . 
subjects. 

Dehner said the reason he dropped out 
of high school was because he wasn't ac
complishing anything anyway. He said he 
was wasting his time and the teachers 
time as well. " I never had any intentions 
of ending my education," said Dehner "I 
had always planned to continue sooner or 
later into higher education. The GED 
helped me get the diploma." 

Mielke had a closing comment, "The 
GED program is something that provides 
hope for a lot of people. I have faith in 
it. " 

When basic high school academics don't work, 

Specialized programs may 
for learning facilities other than high 
school. For these particular needs, they 
have turned to the many alternative learn
ing programs offered ·by the MCHS sys
tem. 

YOUNG FAMILY PROGRAM 
The Young Family Program is for any Missoula 

County girl. who is age 14 to 18 and is pregnant or who 
has recently had a baby. 

The "program is funded through the general MCHS 
funds and has been in progress since last year. It is lo
cated at Central School in room 200 on Adams and 
Broadway. 

seling needs. They also have an opportunity to be in
volved with the Health Service. Because of this they are 
able to enjoy benefits such as the WIC program. 

The students need special service, for instance in the 
school itself there is an infant center. The nursery is 
provided for care of the students' children while they are 
in school. Care is provided for infants ages six weeks to 
18 months. The nursery is staffed by adult volunteers, TITLE I 

Peggy Daue, Camille Haynes, and Liz Graham are the 
people to talk to if you need a little extra help in your 
reading skills. They teach in the Title 1 reading pro
gram. 

The teaching requirements for the program are read
ing endorsements, English plus 15 credits, Special Edu
cation, and a minor or major in reading. 

The program began much smaller, but now has twin 
programs at Big Sky and Loyola. It is funded by ESEA. 

Title One is funded under the decision that every student 
is guaranteed an education regardless of his/ her need. 

To begin the program one must only take a test called 
the Stanford Service Students Test. 
The program is geared to help students with reading 
problems, whether they be comprehensive or basic 
reading skills. 

If you feel you mav want to try the program out Rick 
Burrell is the counselor. Speak with him and he will ar
range for you to take the necessary test. Liz Graham 
said, "Students need not worry about the test, it is rela- ' 
lively easy and will get them the extra help they want or 
need." 

The program is designed to offer an alternative oppor
tunity for students to meet their educational, emotional, 
and social needs. The teachers are Donna Benedict and 
Jaqui Torgrirnson. 

Obviously the two of them are very busy since they are 
only two. They offer several subjects including all nor
mal high school academic classes. However, they also 
teach the students skills they will need in parenting and 
prenatal care. Among the classes offered are language . 
arts, mathematics, science, social studies, home eco
nomics, art, prenatal education, child development, 
family education, and physical education. 

Also, students who qualify may prepare to take the 
GED (General Education Diploma). 

Donna Benedict says there is indeed a great need for 
the program as it is proven research that 80 percent of 
students who become pregnant drop out. Instead of this, 
students involved in the program may continue m scnoo1 
and then pick up where they left off without being be
hind, or graduate from high school with a full diploma. 

The program doesn't now have a counseling service 
and instead refers the girls out to provide for their coun-

UM student nurses and the teen mothers. 
Said Benedict, "Going to school during pregnancy is 

hard no matter how well accepted the situation. The 
program is a big help to the girls and with it they are 
able to finish their education and have emotional sup
port as well." 

PROJECT 100 
Bili. LaCombe is the man to talk.to if one is interested 

in project 100. Said LaCombe, "The number of reasons 
students are in the program are as many as there are 
students." Generally the program is designed very simi
lar to Title 1. It offers individual attention to students 
who don't seem to make it in the larger high schools. 

The program, which is located in Central School, has 
four teachers and offers all academic subjects that are 
offered in a regular high school. In fact it is possible for 
a student to attend Project 100 for four years anC: "'radu
ate with a high school diploma. 

Thf' project is funded through the general MCHS 
funds. The teachers are credited in Special Education as 


