
.e learning 
Pilot programs solve 
additional academic needs 

are • other paths to choose from. 

By Michelle Campbell 
Staff Writer 

Several have found that they 
have additional academic needs 
besides high school. They have 
turned to pilot programs offered 
through the Univerisity of Mon
tana. 

If one is interested in any class 
offered by the UM he may feas
ibly take it, provided he goes 
through the proper procedure. 

Counselor Marolane Stevenson 
said the very first thing one 
should do, is go to his counselor, 
and discuss the reasons for want
ing to attend a class. The classes 
offered are any classes that the 
University offers. Of course you 
must be able to get into it as far 
as size is concerned, and also 
must meet any prerequisites 
there may be concerning the 
class. Stevenson said, "One must 
show that he is capable of 
handling the subject matter." 
Also one may not take a class at 
the UM that is. already offered at 
Hellgate. 

When the interview with the 
counselor takes place, he or she 
will review several factors be
fore deciding whether or not to 
okay the request. Generally stu
dents have a B or above average. 
The exception to this has been in 
the past, a student took a class 
in the fine arts' classification, 
such as dance. Secondly, one's 
record will be reviewed. When 
these- things have been dis
cussed, the request form is pre
sented, and the procedure con-

tinues. 
Stevenson satd, "Often stu

dents will contact the professor 
of the class t'ley wish to take 
right in the bE:6 inning. This way 
the student knows how the pro
fessor feels about his entering 
the class, and also if he or she 
will like the class or not." A 
brief telephone conversation be
tween Stevenson and a party 
connected with the Center for 
Continued Education revealed 
that indeed it is perfectly alright 
to speak with the desired class' 
professor. But the student must 
remember that he has to h:!ve 
the request form condoned and 
signed by all parties mentioned 
later in this article. 

After the counselor, and possi
bly the professor, has been con
sulted, the requested form must 
be signed by a few individuals as 
well . One 's high school principal 
must sign, one's parents or gaur
dians must sign, and finally the 
Center of Continuing Education 
receives the form. Upon this 
they will know the student has 
been verified for acceptance so 
far, and will contact the profes
sor. 

If, after all this, one is ac
cepted, he begins the pilot pro
gram. Of course, there is still a 
matter of cost. A high school 
student may take anywhere from 
one· to six credits, but no more 
than six. Stevenson suggested 
that six would be a very large 
burden on the shoulders of a 
high school student. The cost is 

less expensive to high school stu
dents due to the fact that one 
doesn't have to pay such things 
as health insurance. The cost for 
one credit is $29.50, two is 
$43.50, three is $58.00, four is 
$72.50. and five is $86.50. 

Senior Rob Werling is current
ly taking a class through the 
pilot program. The reason Werl
ing said he wanted to take the 
class is that he had had two 
years of chemistry at Hellgate 
and could take no more. The 
only other class available to him 
in the area was physics, and he 
couldn 't fit it into his schedule. 
So he talked to his counselor and 
got in. 

Werling said, "The hardest 
thing about it is the way the way 
the class is set up. " He goes ! ') 
class three days a week and al· 
ways has a day between class. 
His complaint is that there is no 
need to study until the next day, 
and one can forget what to 
study. Also the class has over 200 
people and is in a big lecture 
hall . "You just sit and listen to a 
guy talk," said Werling, "and 
you can't ask questions." Werl
ing added that they expect one 
to go to a tutor for the class for 
any questions, but for a high 
school student it's a bit hard. 

If you need something aca
demically that Hellgate doesn't 
offer, possibly the Pilot Program 
can provide it. If one gets all the 
right connections handled in his 
favor, he can be on his way to 
class at the university. 

offer the help you · need 
as another major field, such as science or math. 

are a few lecture classes, but mostly the teach
on an individual basis. LaCombe said, "If a 

reads on a sixth grade level, for instance, we 
math or science course as far as reading is 

IOtlcelrJ!ed, in that level. 
you feel you want this kind of program working for 
the only way you can get in is through referral. You 

bring to your counselor's attention that you need 
attention and he or she may refer you to the 

NATIVE CULTURAL AWARENESS 
The !Native Cultural Awareness program is designed 

the native American Indians in Missoula County. It 
all three high schools, and is funded through fed

The funds were granted from the Indian 
~ducatfon Act of 1972. In this program, aid in the stu-

education is provided as well as counseling assist-

counseling offered, however, .goes beyond regular 
~<1de1mi·c counsel. The program tries to help students 

pro>ble!ms at home as well. Home-school coodinat
parents more involved with their children in 

therefore making the atmosphere better for 
• arnirtg and getting along. 

The program is headed by Doris Spang, she is located 
the MCHS adminstration building. Says Spang, " We 

an Indian Club which meets every Wednesday. The 

kids have a lot of irons in the fire now. They have cui
tural activities and social activities." 

Student participation is up this year according to 
Spang and the students seem to be utilizing the pro
gram. 

"The important thing is the unifying factor that the 
kids enjoy," said Spang, "It's fun for them to get to
gether with kids in all the high schools and do things to
gether. 

The program promotes culture of the student's herit
age, but said Spang, "The culture comes from the kids 
and the families mostly. They aren't trying to get back 
to their own culture, but to retain it." 

According to Spang there have been incidents of racial 
prejudice. "We feel a lot of the prejudice has to do with 
the lack of Indian Culture Education. People see only 
what's in the movies and get the wrong idea," said 
Spang. 

If you are an Indian and want to know more about the 
Native Cultural Awareness program simply contact your 
counselor and he/she will put you in touch willi the 
right J>E:rson. 

ALTERNATIVE LEARNING 
The Alternative Learning Program is also funded 

through the general fund. It is very similar to Project 
100. They offer assistance in math, science, English, 
U.S. history and government. In the class room often 

time students are working on different things during the 
same hour. As in Project 100 the students work more on 
an individiual basis, and get more attention. 

The program involves students from all three Mis
soula high schools, with each school having a class. 

A reason that a student may want to get into Alterna
tive Learning, is that they may have missed a certain 
part of a subject because of moving or the likes of it. 

The teacher for Hellgate's program is Marilyn Tem
pleton. According to Templeton the program is working 
very well. Students seem to be doing much better. Said 
Templeton, "Of course the ideal situation is to get them 
caught up and back into the regular class room." 

In the class the students also have classes in areas of 
self-awareness, decision making, comunication and ca
reer awareness. This part of the program is available be
cause Templeton has a background in counseling. 

Said Templeton, "Some of the students are simply 
turned off to learning. I try to get them, in a sense, 
turned back onto learning." She said she feels it takes a 
new progFam essentially about five years to get solidly 
on it's feet. Since the program is relatively new, there 
are a few things that they would like to ·have that they 
don't , such as a science lab. 

Again if you wish to get into the program simply con
tact your counselor. 

All of these programs are very useful if one takes ad
vantage of them. If you feel you need any one of them 
or want them to help you out of a troubled time, contact 
your counselor, that's where it all begins. 


