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Seven period day studied
At the request of a group of 

teachers, the MCHS Administra
tion will be organizing commit
tees to look into the drawbacks 
of the six period day and the pos
sibility of a seven period day.

Joe Roberts, personnel direc
tor of MCHS, said the study 
would be for future use and a 
change in the schedule would 
not occur in the next couple of 
years.

Students, teachers, and school 
officials offered some viewpoints 
on the possibility of switching to 
a seven period day:

“I’d like it (seven period day), 
said junior Bill Fine. “It would 
enable me to take some of the 
classes I want to take or maybe a 
study hall.”

Freshman Suzy Morton said, 
“I think it would be good be
cause everybody would have a 
study hall. People who flunked 
classes could take them over.’

But some students like a six 
period day. “I like it this way,”

3 selected as superintendent finalists
By Jeff NiseWanger thf> intorvioTO T aphor eaid fho ■
Staff Writer

Three men have been selected 
as finalists for the MCHS super
intendent.

The three are Pius J. Lacher, 
superintendent of schools at 
Mora, Minnesota; Dennis C. 
Kraft, superintendent at Aber
deen, South Dakota; and Roger 
M. Norsted, superintendent at 
Cloquet, Minnesota.

The original 104 applicants 
were narrowed down to 11 by a 
personnel committee of the 
MCHS Board of Trustees. Then 
the entire board narrowed it 
down to the three finalists.

The board is holding public in
terviews with each of the three 
candidates. Norsted will be in
terviewed on Wednesday, Feb. 
25 and Kraft on March 1. Each 
interview is scheduled to take 
place in the administrative con
ference room at 7:30 p.m.

Lacher was publicly inter
viewed by the board Feb. 18. At

Students are ignorant when it 
comes to national issues such as 
birth control, draft registration, 
student loans for col
lege ... page 2

said senior Joan Shaffer. “Ev
erything seems more organized. 
The day goes faster for me. But I 
suppose (with six periods) the 
seniors who flunked a few 
classes as freshmen are getting 
gyped. Now they are behind in 
credits.”

Assistant Principal Don Laws- 
ton said that seven period day 
“Would allow students an oppor
tunity to take more elective 
classes. A six period day is quite 
restrictive.”

But he also said if there was 
another class added to the day 
more supervision would be nec
essary for students, which costs 
money.

“I’m not sure taxpayers would 
be interested in increasing the 
size of the school faculty and 
staff,” said Lawston. “It’s a 
money situation.”

Latin teacher Bill Haffey is in 
favor of a seven period day and 
agreed with Lawston that stu
dents would have more of a

the interview Lacher said the
district he currently runs in Min
nesota is “almost devoid of 
problems of almost any kind.”

He said he believes in teaching 
more than just basic courses. “I 
don’t know how you can seper- 
ate extra-curricular courses from 
curricular courses in today’s 
public school system,” he said.

At the same time he said that 
cutbacks in non-basic courses 
“may be a reality if we can't af
ford them.”

Lacher also called for in
creased testing to find out stu
dent progress. Lacher said, “I 
think there is room for some 
kind of competency test.”

He said he became a candidate 
for the superintendent’s job be
cause he feels Montana will be a 
“growth state” in the field of 
public education.
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chance to take electives. But he 
said, “It might cost more, but 
you get what you pay for.”

Lawston also said in order to 
increase the amount of periods 
in a school day, the day would 
have to be lengthened. “I would 
think you would have to extend 
the school day. I would not be in 
favor of cutting class time,” said 
Lawston.
“I like getting out at 

2: 45,” said Joe Gray, junior, 
“but I wouldn’t mind a seven pe
riod day either.”

“I think it’s better (six peri
ods),” said senior Curt Beelman. 
“I’d rather stay in school all day 
and get it over fast rather than 
have study halls.”

Junior Dawn Newman said, 
“A lot of music students who 
have more than one music class 
are having trouble getting their 
required classes, let alone elec
tives. I think the periods should 
be shortened by ten minutes and 
another class period added on.”

Anyone for seconds?
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Senator Max Baucus spoke to Hellgate students and faculty in 
the gymnasium .Jnset — Senior Chris Holliday questions Baucus 
about the Kootenai dam situation. Baucus story on page 12.

One of the three finalists for 
MCHS superintendent Pius J. 
Lacher of Mora, Minnesota, eats 
lunch at Hellgate while visiting 
the three schools. The new 
superintendent will be selected 
in March and will replace the re- 

George Zellick next year.

Do you start your partying on 
Mondays? Concerned people 
such as Maxine Jacobson at the 
Missoula Drug and Alcohol 
Center are willing to help 
you ... page 7

Knights tipped the Spartans for a 
second time this season — 66- 
65, after three overtime- 
s...page 11


