
Parking tickets to be issued on school grounds
By Andy Gary
News Editor

Not only do Hellgate students 
have to worry about getting 
parking tickets in downtown 
Missoula, they now have to be 
wary of citations for illegally 
parking in the school’s small 
parking lot.

City officials recently allowed 
school administration to issue 
tickets to cars on school 
grounds.

“Previously, city ordinances 
said that school parking areas 
were under the jurisdiction of 
the city parking commission,” 
said Hellgate Principal Don 
Harbaugh, “but no one issued 
tickets on a regular basis. People 
forgot they weren’t supposed to 
Dark in an area because tickets
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Summer school is on this com

ing summer, but it’s going to 
cost students money to attend.

MCHS Board of Trustees 
voted in favor of a tuition sum
mer school for the summer of 
1982 at their scheduled March 
meeting last week.

A definite tuition has not been 
set. but will most likely, said a 
board member, be determined 
by the number of students sign
ing up for the session.

Personnel Director Joe Rob
erts said the tuition will be used 
to pay teachers, so the number 
of students enrolled will indicate 
the teachers needed, which will, 
in turn, affect the tuition fee to 
students.

Roberts said he hopes costs 
can be cut by using equipment 
and supplies already available to 
the district.

According to a recent survey 
by high school counselors, stu
dents with deficient credits pre
viously agreed to pay $25 per 
quarter credit (.25) to attend 
summer school.

A suggestion was proposed by 
a board member to include spe
cial education classes in the 
summer school curriculum. Rob
erts said the last summer school 
special education classes in Dis- 
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were rarely issued.”
In the past, he said, if a car 

was parked illegally, school ad
ministration would report it and 
someone from the city police 
commission would go to the 
school and write a citation.

Tom Kosena of the Missoula 
Parking Commission said allow
ing administration to write tick
ets saves the city money. “It 
costs taxpayers more when a 
county sheriff has to go out to 
the school to issue a ticket," said 
Kosena. “Someone has to have 
the capability to go out and issue 
tickets. All the administration is 
trying to do is keep areas clear 
— especially safety lanes.”

Kosena said the major prob
lem area at Hellgate is the cross
walk in front of the school on 
Higgins Avenue. “Cars parked in
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attending. He said special educa
tion is not funded through the 
state special education funding 
and that the district would have 
to raise the money to finance a 
program.

“I think we could come up 
with that money if we wanted 
it,” said Roberts.

trustee Pat Byrne also initi
ated a discussion of the high rate 
of reading problems among stu
dents.

“A number of students are 
reading below the ninth grade 
level,” said Byrne.

Board member Gary Muralt 
suggested addressing the prob
lem at a grade school level by 
giving high school Title I money 
to the grade schools to help im
prove their reading programs 
and testing systems. Title I is a 
program at both Hellgate and 
Big Sky High Schools tnat helps 
students in reading and math 
skills.

Sentinel Principal Richard 
Correll said Title I started about 
eight years ago at Hellgate when 
he was principal there and he 
commended the program.

“The program can’t handle all 
the students reading below a 
ninth grade level,” said Correll, 
“but for those in Title I, it can 
basically raise (the students)

front of it make it virtually im
possible for oncoming cars to 
see a person walking,” he said.

Harbaugh said other problems 
in parking are cars parked in bus 
loading zones and in the space 
reserved for handicapped park
ing. He said he has also received 
complaints from nearby sorori
ties and fraternities about cars 
blocking driveways and parked 
in private lots.

“There’s more of a problem in 
the Big Sky and Sentinel lots 
than at Hellgate — they have 
more parking area on their 
schoolgrounds,” said Harbaugh. 
He said an administrator from 
one of the other schools initiated 
the idea of school officials issue- 
ing tickets.

Kosena said when he talked to
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reading level by one level per 
year. I think it is very benefi
cial.”

Hellgate Principal Don Harb
augh said, “If we can help one 
youngster through the remedial 
reading program (Title I), it's 
worth the money.”

Correll said Sentinel doesn’t 
have a Title I program because 
of “economic levels.” According 
to Hellgate special education 
teacher Mary Martin-Brown, 
state financial aid to the Title I 
program is based on the number 
of free lunches given to students. 
She said apparently the number 
of students receiving free lun
ches at Sentinel is not enough to 
qualify for a Title I program, un
like Big Sky and Hellgate.

But Sentinel has classes in its 
English department similar to 
Title I. Sentinel students receive 
English credit for the class, 
while Title I at Big Sky and Hell
gate is considered an elective 
class. The students still have to 
take an English class in addition 
to the Title I class.

Board members agreed to 
study the reading problem fur
ther and discuss it at a later 
meeting.

The next regular scheduled 
MCHS board meeting will be 
April 6, 1982.

the principals of the three high 
schools, “the administration em
phasized their intent was not to 
go out and harass people, but to 
maintain safety.”

At- Hellgate, both school ad- 
ministrtion and custodians can 
issue tickets. The citations are 
the same $4 tickets issued in the 
city, and are processed through 
city court. If a ticket is not paid 
within 60 days, said Kosena, the 
fine is increased to $8.

Hellgate Head Custodian Roy 
Mix said tickets will be given to
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Mill levy lower than
1981 levy

MCHS Board of Trustees have 
set the mill levy for the 1982-83 
school year $1 million lower 
than the levy that has passed last 
year for the 1981-82 school year.

The trustees set the mill levy 
to operate the four high schools 
— Big Sky, Hellgate, Seeley- 
Swan, and Sentinel along with 
the Missoula Vocational Techni
cal Center at $3,077,880 down 
from the fiscal 1981-82 levy of 
$4,123,095.

MCHS Superintendent George 
Zellick explained the reason why 
the mill levy is so low compared 
to last year. “We expect the 
fiscal 1982-83 budget to be about 
the same as this years’ budget of 
nearly 10 million. But we are

cars parked in bus loading zones, 
in front of crosswalks and ille
gally in the handicapped space. 
He said frequently cars in the 
parking lot block the side walk 
or “stick out too far” so cars 
cannot drive through the lot. 
Mix said these cars will be cited 
also.

“I'm not going to plea with 
them anymore.” said Mix. “I'll 
just get a ticket and put my John 
Henry on it. Let them talk to the 
judge. That’ll solve our prob
lem.”

able to seek less money from the 
levy because of a 15 percent in
crease in state funding next 
school year.”

Along with the mill levy on 
the Mar. 16 ballot will be a sepa
rate levy for Missoula County 
taxpayers to approve and that is 
to raise $388,000 to be able to 
purchase three acres of land be
tween Higgins Avenue and the 
Madison Street Bridges near the 
Clark Fork River for a practice 
field for Hellgate.

If both mills pass, the average 
amount a taxpayer that owns a 
home valued around $65,000 will 
be paying around $86 which is 
about $18 less than last year.


