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What's your pleasure? 
Radio offers ·variety in entertainment 
By Michelle Campbell 
Staff Writer 

What's your pleasure? Is it 
country, rock, jazz, or maybe 
you 're into classical. No matter 
.vhat exactly is your pleasure,, 
most people like music or listen
ing entertainment.. They enjoy 
having something to listen to. 
Radio is just one of the major 
ways to listen to your favorite 

music. Because there are so 
many different tastes in music 
there are also different radio sta
tions. Each has it's own person
ality and it's own philosophy of 
music and what the audience 
likes to hear. 

In Missoula the variety of sta
tions is fairly small compared to 
some of the larger cities in 
America. None-the-less, the va
riety of entertainment is a vast 
one, ranging from traditional 
country to contemporary rock, 
from classical to hard rock, and 
if music isn't all you're interest
ed in, drama, news, sports, and 
weather take up a portion of 
broadcasting time as well. 

There are eight different sta
tions located in Missoula. Four 
are on AM frequencies , and four 

don't play all rock but we play 
some of that too. So basically, 
combined with news, weather, 
sports and other things we do a -
little of everytpjng. " 

XT 93 is one of the many sta
tions throughout the nation that 
is completely automated. As the 
word indicates, machines do the 
work of people, in this case a 
disc jockey. The machine does 
the mixing of songs, plays the 
news, weather, and other things 
like comercials at the proper 
times , and all by the simple pun
ching in of the program. Said 
Bender, "Automation is a very 
productive way· to operate a 
radio station. Radio is a busi
ness, not a non-profit organiza
tion so productivity is most im
portant." Another way automa
tion is an asset is no mistakes. 
Companies also record tape for 
the station, this makes for better 
quality of music as well. This is 
due to no worn out records, and 
no DJ goof ups. The station is 
geared for people from the high 
school age up to older adult lis
tening. 

KGRZ is 1450 AM, and the 
AM affiliate of XT93. The sta
tions share a lot of things as !lley 

" We try to play American music. 
We play the oldies for the older 
listeners and the new releases 
for those of the younger country 
listeners by being personal on 
the ,air, and playing what they 
like to hear." 

KZOQ is 100.1 on your FM 
dial. It plays album tracts, usu
ally rock of some form. This sta
tion also uses a company for its 
music lists. Again the reason is 
because the radio station doesn't 
have a lot of money to research 

what people are listening to; a 
company has recent records all 
the time. Vern Argo is the pro
gram director for both KZOQ 
and the AM affiliate KYLT. He 
makes play lists for the DJs to 
use but a company provides him 
with information first. 

Naturally the person you're 
listening to on your paticular 
choice of station, makes for the 
personality of the ., .... uv•"·"·""''<1<=.o,,1 

Ray is a DJ on KZOQ. Ray said 
he thinks it definetley takes a bit 
of a ham to be a DJ. Says Ray, 
"I love it. If your thinking about 
entering a broadcasting profes
sion, give it about ten years be
fore you bail out. If you want to 
move on to bigger and better 

Bob Borino, alias Buffalo Bob relaxes between air time for KYSS FM. 

are on FM trequenc1es. · 1340 
KYLT, 1300 KGVO, 930 KYSS, 
and 1450 KGRZ are AM stations. 
94.9 KYSS, 10o.I KZOQ, 93.3, 
KDXT, and 89.1 KUFM are FM , 
stations. 

KDXT is better known to it's 
listeners as XT 93. It is located 
in the Town and Country shop
ping center. · It could best be de
scribed as a variety station. Jim 
Bender is the operations director 
at XT 93. Said Bender, "Our phi
losophy is to offer a wide range 
of entertailunent to a variety of 
listeners. We don't·play all coun· 
try, but we play some, and we 

are located in the same office. 
Each station is very different 
however. Unlike the other AM, 
FM affiliates, the staffs are en
tirely different, which according 
to Jim Bender , makes the 
sounds different. 

The GRZ, as it is called by it's 
listeners is geared for an older 
listening audience, ages 25 to 54. 
It s philosophy is to provide the 
audience with the traditional 
american . music. No foreign in
fluences, and very personalized 
entertainment. Basically the tra-

. ditional country-type music~ 

· Paul Proctor is U ' ~r(lgram di
rector for KGRZ. Said Proctor, 

things don 't give up, and go for 
it. " Ray's personality is just one 
of the many on KZOQ. 

KYL T is AM type format. A 
DJ plays the traditional45s, usu
ally the top 40 music , but they · 
also go into other such as nostal
gia . 

KYSS is one more station 
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KZOQ's Michael Ray is just one of the personalities on the air. 

which has both an AM and an 
FM station. The FM, is refered 
to as Country FM, and covers 
about 30 thousand square miles. 
It plays American pop, current 
contemporary songs, 'Is well as 
the usual news, weat:twr P.cetera. 
It 's program is directted at the 25 
to 54 age group. 

KYSS AM uses vvhat is called 
a live assist program. In this 
there is still a live disc jockey, 
but all his music, news, and 
weather are pre-recorded on 
tape. Max Murphy ;,s the general 
manager for the stations. 

Like the other Missoula sta
tions KYSS uses a music syndi
cated service. The type of auto
mation, live assist, according to 
Murphy provides the station 
with no mistakes as well as bet
ter quality. Said Murphy, "It al
lows the announcer to do just 
that, announce. He doesn't have 
to worry about changing albums 
or any of the other things tradi
tionally DJs had to do. Now they 
can display their talent. " 

Bob Borino, alias Buffalo Bob, 
thinks the semi-automated 
broadcasting is great. " It 's a lot 
easier now, and it disciplines the 
music format. A DJ has a tend
ency to play the music he likes. 
Now it's set up for you and the 
machine mixes the music for 
you. it provides a consistency. " 

KYSS plays countrY music on 
it's AM station, and a variety on 

it's FM station. 
Said Murphy, "The sound of a 

station depends on how attentive 
the people that are 'Operating the 
equipment are . Repetition 
sounds canned, so any station 
can come off sounding that way. 

KUFM is located on your FM 
· dial at 89.1 . It offers perhaps the 
· widest variety of music and 
other entertainment in Missoula. 
The age groups the station is 
geared for are anywhere from 
four to 94. It plays a very broad 
spectrum of things, and accord
ing to Terry Conrad, program di
rector the object of the station is 
to be very personalized, and 
offer a alternative to comercial 
radio. 
~n KUFM you can hear any

thing from classical to jazz, and 
even childrens ' programs. It 
stretches clear over western 
Montana and can be heard in 
places like Great Falls , Helena. 
The station is connected with 
the Journalism school of the 
UM. 

The radio stations in Missoul<t 
are . very different from each 
other as you can see. Depending 
on your tastes , any one, or 
maybe a combination could be 
suitable for you. KZOQ for 
album tract listening, KYLT for 
top 40 contempory, KYSS FM 
for popular country, KGRZ for 
American country music and 
more variety stations such as XT 
93 and KUFM. . 
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