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Perspective~ 

Teachers offer philosophy · on students· and educating 
Photos by Clay Deckert 

By AUse Rudio 
Editor-

''The thing that impressed me most 
about Hellgate," said social science teach
er Jennifer Maxwell, "is during their spare 
time teachers don't go to the teachers' 
lounge and complain about children. They 
talk about teaching and how to do it well.'' 

With that in mind, what follows is a story 
without any particular story line, other 
than teachers • philosophies toward 
Hellgate, teaching and students. Although 
there is no concrete evidence to prove it, 
there seems to exist at Hellgate a special 
breed of teachers; ·they are the humanists 

· who one way or another give the impres
sion that.they care. 

According to their colleagues and their 
students, Kermit Edmonds, Rosalind 
Hudgens, Dean Marshall, Maxwell and 
John Whalen belong to this group of 
teachers who sometimes step out of the 
boundary of their desk and their subject to 
teach a little about life (with a capital "L"). 

Small salaries and long hours make 
teaching an unappealing profession. But, 
to the five teachers, there are many reasons 
for going into teaching. 

Whalen, the English department chair
person, has been teaching for 22 years. Said 
a colleague, "He is one to be respected. 
Around here he is kind of a papa to the 
teachers, at least a mother hen to the 
younger ones." The dark, gray-haired 
Whalen appears to be reserved but his lively 
blue eyes give the impression that he is 
somewhat amused with the world. His 
classes were described by a student as laid 
back with flashes of humor. 
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John Whalen 
For Whalen, a former brick layer from 

Chicago, he said he decided to go into 
teaching because he "got tired of laying 
brick." Whalen added, "I wanted to deal 
with people rather. than objects. I've never 
been bored dealing with human beings. 
There's a different group every year and 
the variety keeps me going." 

"I think the classroom can be the most 
exciting framework imaginable,'' said 
Hudgens, a German teacher. "I derive 
energy from cranking up the old brain and 
trying to get others to do the same." 

Hudgens' plain but pretty appearance, 
complete with straight, long, light brown 
hair and no make up, pay homage to her 
"down-to-earth" personali~y. A student 
explained, "there is no fakery or games 
with Frau Hudgens. She is real and still 
likes you, even if she )mows your faults.'' 

When Hudgens_ say~. "teaching is my 

obsession, •• one can laugh with her "as she fession... wo~l~ view results in a greater proclivity to 
hams it up but also know she is sincere. She Marshall is a scholar and brings to her cymc1sm. Kids know more, earlier. They 
explained what she thought she could offer students the great classical and modern have fewer delusions about figures of 
her students, "I offer students my commit- literature of the world. Sometimes funny authority, the 'American dream,' them-
ment to work hard for them, my fine sense and always lecturing about attendence, selves." 
of humor, yuk, yuk, aglimpseintoanadult Marshall uses her travels to Mexico and "Today students are not as prone, (as a 
life that might be quite different from their Europe and her years of knowledge to group, or as individuals, openly identifying 
parents', a willingness and capacity to love teach about Homer, Dostoyevsky and themselves), to challenge authority," was 
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geos 
Maxwell is a self-proclaimed feminist 

and has been teaching since she was 22. 
Hours of-reading preparation show through 
in her famous class lectures. · 

For Maxwell, "school was always a hap
py place. • • A girl who used to love to study 
and learn graduated from college with a 
double major in history and English. Max
well pointed out that in teaching, "you 
don't sell a product" and for that reason 
"there is great potential to do a decent 
human thing, something good." 

Edmonds is 42 and has been teaching for 
abou ten years. He is a social science 
teacher with a social conscience. His speech 
is poetic and full of analogies. He described 
his position in relation to the students, "I 
feel that I am like a partially-trained miner, 
guiding other partially-trained miners into 
relatively unexamined mining country. My 
role is to be a guide, a facilitator, an honest 
middleman. 

''I don't view myself as their superior,'.' 
continued Edmonds . "I constantly en
counter perspectives, information, ex
periences, etc. from the students which are · 
far superior to my own. I feel I am in the 
way of better approaches to thinking at 
times. Often a student will leave a class or 
graduate and I am embarrassed over how 

Jennifer Maxwell 
much I could not teach them." 

Marshall has been teaching for "0 years 
and has a second degree in social work 
which she said was an excellent compliment 
to a teaching certificate. ''Social work is all 
about working with people and problems. 
As in teaching, _social work is a helping pro-

Marshall explained the qualities she likes 
to see in a student. "I like to see students 
who are not too serious," she said, "too 
self-interested. I like students to be con
cerned about things they are doing, 
curious, interested and secure in that they 
are not worrying.about their own evalua
tion." 

Hudgens also commented on what she 
likes to see in a student. "I like to see joie 
d'vivre, curiosity, love of learning, con
fidence that the struggle for independence 
and wisdom will produce," she explained. 
"I hate boredom in students, slovenliness 
in their relationships to other students or to 
me. I worry about students who don't like 

Dean Marshall 
themselves and seem to take no pride. in 
their learning. I like to see students viewing 
school as real life and getting intense about 
it instead of wasting their time and mine." 

"I have some trouble with students who 
don't think and don't question them
selves," commented Maxwell. "Those are 
the students who did everything according 
to the baby handbook right up until 
graduation. I like students who search for 
some meaning and some purpose. I like 
kids who seem unusual or creative." 

Whalen added that he enjoys students 
with an interest and desire to learn. "What 
irritates me most," he continued, "is 
~pathy and unwillingness to work." 

"I appreciate the student who evidences 
sincere appreciation for an environmental 
awareness in daily living habits," said Ed
monds. "I appreciate the student who is 
kind and considerate toward others . I ap
preciate the student who, gifted with a 
good mind, behaves without the aura of be
ing better than his/her peers . (If I had to 
choose between the two I'd rather see one 
become 'dull-but-naive ' rather than 
'bright-but-nasty.' Creative mental 
dyspepsia notwithstanding ... the world 
has had enough of the 'bright-but
nasties')". 

With their various years of experience in 
life and in teaching, Edmonds, Hudgens, 
Marshall and Whalen commented on how 
students have changed over the decades. 

"Students today seem less naive and 
more aware of their options, • • said 
Hpdgens. "Sometimes their more accurate . 

Kermit Edmonds 
deed, some seem to pay honor to it, or to be 
in training to become part of it. 

Marshall said that she thought students 
were more experienced and have travelled 
more and "consequently know more" 
than in previous decades. She also said 
there is now more freedom in school and at 
home. She said she believed students were 
in way too many activities. 

She said, "The basic change is the school -
of a personal nature. Home supports are 
non-existant. We didn't use to have 
counselors; the home did that. The school, 
in respect, picks up the family job now." 
. With their different backgrounds and 

personalities, the five "humanists" ex
pressed their admiration of Hellgate. They 
said the students and faculty made it an en
joyable place to teach. 

Hudgens said, "I like Hellgate students. 
A fascinating cross-section. They're not 
easily fooled . They're willing to give me the 
same kinds of chances I give them. Real 
·human beans. Huk, huk." 

Maxwell said, "The thing I like best is 
the heterogenity of the student population. 
The students are so diverse. I marvel at the 
rich mixture of students. They do good 

· work, are interested and open-minded." 
Are there ever times when the teachers · 

are tired or disappointed with high school 
students? 

"I really like teaching,'' said Maxwell. 
"Sometimes I do have a sense of failure 
because there is never much feedback from 
the students, You don't know if you hurt 
someone, or failed to get the message 
across or if you did something right. 

"I've learned a lot,'' Maxwell con
tinued . "Drawing a salary is not my 
primary function. Getting to know the 
students, enjoying them and being aware 
and being prepared is what I try to do. A 
teacher has to like what they're doing and 
feel it's an important thing to do." 

"Because of some flaw in my personali
ty,'' summed up Hudgens, "I like teen
agers. Their brains are capable of all the 
adult-type distractions but they still have a 
child's capacity to learn, have fun and be · 
crazy." 


