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-sue Hoffman: Full-tim~ student, happy mother 
By Martha Roberts 
Editorials Editor 

Sue Hoffman is a senior at 
Hellgate. What sets her apart 
from most of the-other students 
at Hellgate, is that she is a 
mother. Her daughter, Emily 
Elizabeth Hoffman, is 11 months 
old and was born last March, 
when Sue was 17 years old. Sue's 
experience is not that unusual. 
The U.S. has one of the highest 
teen birth rates in the world. Na
tionally, one-fourth of all teen
age girls have been pregnant by 
the time they reach 19 years of 
age. 

After discovering that she was 
pregnant, Sue said she was very 
angry with hersell for not being 
more careful about birth control. 

"My mother was great," Sue 
said. "She freaked out about it, 
but then was very supportive." 
NAPS (Network for Adolescent 
Pregnancies) was also very help
ful to Sue in providing her with 
information. 

Sue left Hellgate the second 
quarter of last year and attended 
Central School, where a special 
program provides pregna~t teen
agers with regular s~h~oling ~nd 
additional classes m parenting 
and prenatal care. Sue said she 
felt that the classes at Central 
were not as good as at Hellgate, 
however, and said, "I was re
lieved to be back at Hellgate 
with challenging classes again. " 

Throughout her period of 
pregnancy Sue intended to have 

Sue Hoffman, a Hellgate senior, is mother to 11 month old Emily Elizabeth Hoffman. "I feel 
about myself. Emily is the best thing that ever happened to me," reflected Hoffman. 

her child and then to give it up 
for adoption. A week after she 
gave birth to Emily though, she 
changed her mind. "The main 
reason I was going to give her up 
was so I could continue my edu
cation," Sue said. " But then a 
friend of the family offered to 
babysit and to take care of 
Emily while I went to school, 
and I figured 1 could do it. " . . 

When Emily was born, Sue 

lived with her mother for two 
months, then decided that she 
needed more space and moved 
out on her own. " I live by 
mysell now, with a roommate 
who babysits Emily while I'm at 
school in exchange for rent. " 
Sue is also on a tight budget. She 
receives wellare and only saves 
about $10 of it and $15 worth of 
food stamps a month. She de
pends on the Mountain Line for 
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transportation or walks. 
Sue said that most people are 

very acceptng of the fact that 
she has a child. " People have 
been really nice because I'm 
comfortable with having a baby, 
so they're comfortable with it. " 
Sue also stressed the support her 
mother provides. "Mom's madly 
in love with Emily. " 

Life has changed much for 
Sue. "I have to plan my days 
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around Emily, and I don't have 
hardly any time to myself." Sue 
also said that she misses a lot of 
school because she has to take 
care of Emily if she gets sick or 
can 't get a babysitter. "I also 
just like to stay with her," Sue 
admitted. Much time is spent 
feeding , changing, playing with 
and watching Emily. 

Sue 's plans for the future in
clude college. She wants to go to 
the University of Montana to 
study English education and 
drama, in order to become a 
teacher. Sue is facing a problem 
though. The Reagan administra
tion recently passed a law which 
prohibits mothers from receiving 
wellare if they attend college. 
"I'll have to work next year 
while I go to school, but I'm 
going to do it anyway;'' Sue said. 

Overall, Sue said she feels very 
positive about Emily. " It's really 
neat to see her gtow. I'm excited 
about teaching her things, about 
birds , flowers and nature. I want 
her to grow up to be an individ
ual, and I want to teach her that 
she doesn 't have to conform and 
to be like everyone else to get 
by. " 

In Sue's opinion, most teen
agers are not responsible enough 
to· have children. "Many teen
agers are immature and just not 
emotionally ready to handle it," 
Sue explained. "They're still into 
dating and basketball games. " In 
terms of hersell though, Sue 
says, " I feel real confident about 
myself. Emily is the best thing 
that ever happened to me." 
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