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Three finalists interviewed by board 
The MCHS board of trustees 

completed their interviews with 
the three superintendent final
ists last week. 

The three finalists are Pius 
Lacher, Dennis Kraft, and Roger 
Norsted. 

The board held public meet
ings where they interviewed the 
three men and allowed public 
questioning. Lacher was inter
viewed on February 18, Norsted 
on February 25 and Kraft on 
March 1. 

During Norsted's interview he 
was asked by a board member 
what he would do to heal the 
wounds from the teacher's 
strike. 

Norsted responded that the 
best thing to do is to lead by ex
ample and he said that everyone 
in the school system has to 

remember what they are there 
for. 

'\We are all in business to 
serve the student first and fore
most," he said. 

. Norsted also stressed his com
munications skills. He said the 
most efficient way for him to 
communicate "is for me to meet 
directly at the building level," 

with students and staff. 
Norsted, in response to a ques

tion, indicated he was in favor of 
a seven-period day. 

Kraft, interviewed on March 

IV evJ su peri nten(tent'1 
As the retirement date for MCHS s.uperitttend

ent George Zelliek draws ,near, school board 
!JleJnberS . ving ts about t~ . final 

·: selections· ZeUick's ent. · · 
Trustee Kermit Schwanke said the cut from the 

original 104 candidates was "too sharp" and 
didn't allow the board enoup time to review the 
applicants as well as he haQ hoped to. 

"I think we narrowed it down too fast.:; said 
fSch~ ~ere ,are som~ other peop~ that 
should' be sidered." f v 

Scfnnnke''and board member Pat Bym€!" both 
said although they were not disappointed with the 
"thtee finalists chosen. they.J~lt there could . have 

been more than three people select~. The tmee ' 
finalists are Dennis Kraft of Aberdeen, S.D., Pius 
Lacher of Mora, Minn,~. and Roger Norsted of Clo-
quet; Minn. h;j 

"I frankly am in faVor of bringing in one or two 
• mote candidates," said Schw~:!nke. 

He said the board does not have a set deadline 
to make a decision. "Jt's the boards obligath>n to 

much tiple a,.s· they feel is necessary., This 
is lll9St i.JnPQrtant thing a school board will ' 
ever do," >said Schwanlt_e. · 

George Zellick has peen MCHS superintendent 
. for 12 years. He wilfy • June. 

from the university in 1973. 
Lacher listed his masters de

gree as having been issued by 
Northern Colorado University. 

The MCHS board did not re
quire candidates for the job to 
have a doctorate degree. 

A staff member of the Texas 
College and University System 
was quoted by the Missoulian as 
saying education degrees 
granted by the National Chris
tian University "are worthless". 

Lacher told the paper that he 
could not receive a degree from 
Minnesota colleges because of a 
one-year residency requirement. 

Board members contacted 

1, said he was in favor of staying 
with the six -period day. Kraft 
told the board from his experi
ence " there are as many seven
period schools looking at six-pe
riods as there are six-period 
schools looking at the seven-pe
riod day." 

Kraft, when asked about the 
teachers ' strike told the board 
" What's past is past. " 

Kraft told the audience at the 
meeting he had no objection to 
their seeing his resume. The 
board had decided that the re
sumes of the finalists would not 
be released to the public. 

After the meeting, board 
members allowed the inspection 
of Kraft's resume. The resume 
contained only the details of pre
viously released information. 

over the weekend told the Lance 
that Lacher had done a very 
good job in Mora and that was 
the main factor they were plan
ning to take into account. 

Board members and the presi
dent of the teachers' association 
indicated the original source of 
information on Christian Univer
sity came from a professor at 
the University of Montana. At
tempts to learn the identity of 
the professor were unsuccessful. 

Board members said the deci
sion on whether any of the three 
finalists will become superin
tendent is scheduled for Tues
day, March 9 .. 

Number of class cuts down 
in spite of .warmer · weather 

Hsllgats $ dress code? 
Mardi Gras Queen Crista Cady and King Tom Foggin (Hellgate 1981 
graduate) pose for the royal portrait 

The recent warm weather has 
not, repeat has not, increased 
the number of students cutting 
class. In fact, assistant principal 
Ken Colbo says attendance is the 
best he has seen at Hellgate in 
the last four years. 

" We 've had our best two 
weeks (of attendance) since I've 
been here, " he said. 

Colbo said the last 22 of 24 
days were some of the best he 
has seen in four years. Accord
ing to Colbo, weather has little 
to do with attendance figures. 

"I don't think the weather is a 
factor in attendance," he said, 
"Our worst month is February." 

"We go a long time without 
any breaks. I think kids get tired 
of going along without any 
breaks. " he said. 

Colbo said 11\e worst days of 
the week for attendance are 
Monday and Friday. He said 
Tuesday is the best day for at
tendance. 

According to Colbo, the switch 

from nine-periods a day to six 
"makes a lot of difference." 

He said the worst two days re
cently were February 10, the day 
after the Loverboy concert, and 
Feb. 15, Washington's birthday. 
This year Hellgate did not get 
Washington's. birthday off. 

Colbo said attendance figures 
have averaged 95% this year. 

Asked if the weather made her 
feel like cutting, junior Sara Kes
ter said , " Yes, I feel like going 
home for lunch and staying 
home." 

Junior Richard Barney said, 
"The temptation is there but the 
results are unfavorable. " 

"Oh yeah, I'd rather go for a 
hike and be out in nature ," said 
senior Anette Peterson. "There 
is nothing wrong with school, 
but I would rather be outside." 

Senior Anders Roos had the 
same idea. 

"Yes, I'd like to go backpack
ing with friends, up the Bitter-

root or the Mission mountains , 
or take an afternoon off and go 
up Mount Sentinel and lay 
around and rest. " 

" Yeah" says freshman Lynn 
. Corro. "Some rooms don 't have 

windows so you can't see outside 
and it just makes you want to be 
outside and not in school. " 

A few students disagreed 
about the weather being a factor 
in cutting. 

Said senior R.B. Chaney, "The 
sun doesn 't make a whole lot of 
difference.'' 

One person actually said he 
likes the cold weather. 

Senior Jim Sorenson said , 
" I've been in 90 degree weather 
the last three years in Panama. I 
like the cold weather." 

Sophomore Jeff Heath had a 
different reason for the better 
attendance record. 

"All the art teachers are drop
ping a full grade for unexcused 
absences," he said. 


