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Vicki BroWn: Not just your average athlete 
Volleyball team looks to state 
By Ed Byrne 
Assistant Sports Editor 

"Vicki 's taught me almost everything I 
know about basketball and Volleyball, 
and I like her a lot," said Hellgate sen
ior Nan Kuenzel, who has competed in 
both basketball and volleyball for three 
years under Brown's coaching . 

Brown came to Hellgate after graduat
ing from the University of Montana 
with a Bachlor's degree in health and 
minors in history and political science. 
During her time at the UM, Brown 
competed one year in track, 
three years playing 
volleyball and three 
years playing 
basketball. 

Vicki Brown is in 
her eighth year of 
teaching and coach
ing at Hellgate . 
Brown started her 
career at Hellgate 
teaching physical 
education, which 
she still teaches 
today, and coaching 
intramural basket
ball and being an 
assistant coach for 
the girls' track team . 
She later moved up to coach both var
sity basketball and volleyball, along 
with her most recent job as girls' track 
coach last year. 

Within that time Brown has brought 
one state title and one second place 
finish back to Hellgate in volleyball, 
which has only been a competitive 
sport for two years. In basketball, 
Brown's record includes a divisional ti
tle in 1978, followed by a third place at 
state in 79 and fourth place in 81 . In 
Browns' one year as track coach , the 
Knights took fourth place last year at 
aivisionals, despite the teachers strike. 

"She's (Brown) really fair . and tries to 
get everybody into the game to play," 
said Keunzel. 

"My personal goals are teaching the 
kids something that they'll use later in 
life and become friends ," said Brown. 

Brown said she tries to give her bas
ketball and volleyball girls a real 
strong fundamental background and 
lots of playing time for college prepar
ation, along with recreational use for 
those athletes who don't plan to go on 
and play college ball after high school. 

" I get a lot of satisfaction just seeing 
the individuals grow," commented 
Brown when asked what she personal
ly got out of coaching and teaching . 

Brown has seen several of her athletes 
go on to play college sports including 
Bobbie Hainline who is playing basket
ball for MSU, Jodene Kyle who is high 
jumping for the Grizzlies, and Sherry 
Lien who is playing volleyball for Car
roll College. 

In the summer Brown enjoys playing 
and umpiring girls softball . She plays 
third base and has gone to the nation
al tournaments four separate times 
besides belonging to the team that 
took the state championship one year 

in a fast pitch. Besides softball, Brown 
enjoys backpacking, rafting, fishing 
and in the past has helped Eric Hays 
with the Hays Hoop basketball camp. 

. . 
The Knights meet cross town rival Big 
Sky March 16, before traveling to Whi
tefish the 20 to close out their regular 
season. 

With only two games left in the season, 
the Knights have started to look ahead 
towards the Conference Tournament 
in Whitefish, March 27. 

Goi.ng into the tournament, Brown said 
the· team to beat is still Sentinel. Other 

strong competitors are 
Hellgate, Columbia Falls 

and Kalispell. 

"We're still improv
ing," said Brown 
who added that she 
feels good about 
winning and that 
everybody has a 
chance to play. 

Hellgate has seen a 
pretty much injury 
free season, with 
the exception of a 

few minor jammed thumbs. 
Also the Knights have gone 
without anyone getting sick . 

Brown said, "The team has stayed 
pretty healthy with no major injuries or 
illnesses." 

The Knights are in second place in the 
southern division with two remaining 
games before the conference tour
nament and a record of 16-5. 

Hellgate beat Big Sky last Friday, 15-7 
both games and Ronan 15-7, 15-4. 
Sentinel is the only team in the confer
ence above the Knights. 

Brown said , "I saw some improvement 
in defense and with coverage." Brown 
also added that the team is starting to 

jell a little more towards state. Above: Coach Vicki Brown gives time-out instructions to the girls va;:it~s hR!tkAth11111 

The Knights play Big Sky next Tuesday team during one of last season's games while Brenda Millikan looks onward. 
followed by Whitefish that Saturday. . . . . ( ) 
Both of which are on the road. Below: Jumor Laune Newman scrambles for a volleyball along w1th semors 1/16 

Nancy Hallsten and Rebeccah McMillan during last Saturday's ga~e against Ronan .. 


